In Juba, UN peacekeeping chief urges
political solution for South Sudanese
crisis

21 March 2017 — The security situation in South Sudan is “very worrisome,”
the head of United Nations peacekeeping operations today said, warning that
the number of people fleeing the country showing no signs of slowing, and
calling for a political solution to the hostilities.

“You cannot hope that a solution will come by the use of weapons, the
solution has to be political,” said outgoing Under-Secretary-General for
Peacekeeping Operations Hervé Ladsous in a press conference in Juba,
alongside Jean-Pierre Lacroix, who will take up the position in April.

Mr. Ladsous underscored the importance of the 2015 peace agreement signed by
President Salva Kiir and opposition groups, but noted that there are concerns
about implementing an agreement which will shortly be two-years old.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Ladsous said he spoke with President Kiir in what he
described as a “good” meeting. Among the topics discussed were the challenges
to humanitarian action, including impediments to getting clearances, as well
as instances of aid workers killed or injured while on the job.

Meanwhile, the needs in the country are greater than ever with two counties
in Unity state — Mayendit and Leer — formally declared famines.

Mr. Ladsous warned that the situation is “man-made” after several years of
fighting and “is not going to improve” because it is now crop planting season
and all farmers are displaced or seeking refuge in neighbouring countries.

Speaking to journalists, Mr. Ladsous also noted that the first vanguard of
the UN Security Council-mandated Regional Protection Force should be deployed
to Juba “in the next few weeks.” The units will be comprised of Bangladeshi,
Nepalese, and Rwandan troops, followed by Ethiopian forces and troops from
other countries.

The senior UN official added that he will meet tomorrow in New York with
Member States who are contributing troops to discuss the deployments.

Once deployed to Juba, the Force will free a number of UNMISS units to “the
countryside to better protect the civilians,” he said.

Mr. Ladsous noted, however, that the main responsibility for protection is
with the Government of South Sudan: “We cannot have one blue helmet behind
every single South Sudanese citizen. The responsibly to protect its own
citizens is that of the Government. And we are here to support, to
facilitate, to help the Government of the sovereign country of South Sudan.”
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News story: Additional hand luggage
restrictions on some flights to the UK

On Tuesday 21 March the government announced new aviation security measures
on all inbound direct flights to the UK from the following countries:

e Turkey
Lebanon
Jordan

Egypt

e Tunisia

e Saudi Arabia

Under the new arrangements, passengers boarding flights from these countries
to the UK will not be allowed to take phones, laptops and tablets which are
larger than:

e length: 16.0cm
e width: 9.3cm
e depth: 1.5cm

into the cabin of the plane. Passengers with these devices should check with
their airlines for more details on transporting these items.

The additional security measures may cause some disruption for passengers and
flights, and we understand the frustration that will cause, but our top
priority will always be to maintain the safety of British nationals.

Direct flights to the UK from these destinations can continue to operate to
the UK subject to these new measures being in place. Travellers are advised
to keep up-to-date with the latest FCO travel advice and to check online with
their chosen carrier for further information.

Which devices are not allowed in the cabin?

e large phones
e all laptops
e all tablets and e-readers

Which flights and routes will this apply to?

These new measures will apply on all inbound direct flights travelling to the
UK from the following countries:

e Turkey
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Passengers travelling on these flights should check online with their carrier
if they require further information.

Should I cancel my trip? Is it still safe to go to
these countries?

These new measures are concerned with flights into the UK. The UK is not
stopping direct flights to and from those countries. Those with imminent
travel should contact their airline for further information. The Foreign and
Commonwealth Office also publishes travel advice.

What’'s a ‘normal sized mobile phone’?

Most smart phones will be allowed in the cabin, including many common popular
handsets such as:

e iPhone 7 Plus

e Samsung Galaxy 7 Edge
e Samsung Galaxy Note 3
e LG G3

e Sony Xperia Z2

The new UK measures will mean that phones, laptops and tablets larger than:

e length: 16.0cm
e width: 9.3cm
e depth: 1.5cm

will not be allowed in the cabin.

Can I take items purchased from duty free on board?

Any phones, laptops or tablets larger than the above dimensions will not be
allowed in the cabin, regardless of whether they were purchased in duty free.

Why are these measures not in place for flights
travelling from the UK?

This applies to inbound flights. The UK has some of the most robust aviation
security measures in the world but we keep this under constant review based
on assessment of risk.

More about hand luggage restrictions on electronic devices and items at UK
airports.



https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/hand-luggage-restrictions/electronic-devices-and-electrical-items
https://www.gov.uk/hand-luggage-restrictions/electronic-devices-and-electrical-items

What about any costs incurred as a result of this?
And what if I want to cancel my flight can I get
compensation?

This is matter for the airlines. We encourage them to take a customer focused
approach.

How long will these measures be in place?
The UK has some of the most robust aviation security measures in the world
and we will continue to take all the steps we believe are necessary to put in

place security measures we believe will be effective and proportionate. We
keep our aviation security measures under constant review.

Is this in response to a specific threat?

It is long standing government policy not to comment on intelligence matters.

Why isn’t the UK following the US and banning all
personal electronic devices from the cabin, why
only phones, laptops and tablets?

We are confident these measures are proportionate and effective.

What happens to passengers travelling from
countries unaffected by the measures who are
transferring to an affected flight?

Transfer passengers who board a flight on a route affected will be subject to
the measures.
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Despite progress, world’s most
marginalized still left behind — UN
development report

21 March 2017 — A flagship United Nations report launched today finds that
although the average human development improved significantly since 1990,
progress 1is uneven, with systemic discrimination against women, indigenous
peoples and ethnic minorities.

The latest Human Development Report, released annually by the UN Development
Programme (UNDP), found that while many people have greater access to
education, health and sanitation, for example, more focus needs to be paid to
who has been excluded and why.

“By eliminating deep, persistent, discriminatory social norms and laws, and
addressing the unequal access to political participation, which have hindered
progress for so many, poverty can be eradicated and a peaceful, just, and
sustainable development can be achieved for all,” said UNDP Administrator
Helen Clark, speaking at the report launch in Stockholm, alongside Swedish
Prime Minister Stefan Lofven and the report’s lead author and Director of the
Human Development Report Office, Selim Jahan.

Entitled Human Development for Everyone, the report noted that one in three
people worldwide continue to live at a low level of human development, as
measured by the Human Development Index — essentially a ranking of countries
based on strides made with a peace-centric model of progress.

According to the report, women and girls are systematically excluded by
economic, political, social and cultural barriers.

“Women tend to be poorer, earn less, and have fewer opportunities in most
aspects of life than men,” according to the report.

Authors found that in 100 countries, women were legally excluded from some
jobs because of their gender, and in 18 countries, women needed their
husband’s approval to work.
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The report also points to “dangerous practices,” such as female genital
mutilation and forced marriage, which continue to hamper the development of
women and their inclusion in society.

In addition to women and girls, the report points to “patterns of exclusion
and lack of empowerment” of people in rural areas, indigenous peoples, ethnic
minorities, people with disabilities, migrants and refugees, and members of
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex community.

The report calls for far greater attention to empowering the most
marginalized in society, and recognizes the importance of giving them greater
voice in decision-making processes.

The report also warns that key development metrics can overstate progress
when they focus on the quantity, rather than the quality, of development. For
instance, girls’ enrolment in primary education has increased, but in half of
53 developing countries with data, the majority of adult women who completed
four to six years of primary school are illiterate.

Unlike in previous years, this year’s report is also available in an app for
i0S and Android.



