
President Trump pushes on

Some commentators are surprised. The new President is doing exactly what he
said he would do. The worldly wise well educated pontificators  who
confidently predicted Mr Trump would metamorphose in office to someone more
like the various well honed expert politicians he defeated are having to
change their minds.

Mr Trump told us he did not accept the idea that the US has to place climate
change at the centre of its industrial and economic policies. References to
that set of policies and beliefs have been taken down from the White House
website. Instead Mr Trump has taken executive actions to make it easier to
exploit US hydrocarbons and transport oil to market by pipeline. He
understands cheap energy is an essential underpinning of an industrial
strategy.

He told us he would get US corporations to invest much more in the USA. There
has been a procession of business leaders in to see him to be asked to step
up their domestic investment. Doubtless they have been told they will get tax
cuts and regulatory changes to make the US more competitive. They will also
have seen the reputational damage if they do not make suitable statements
about their commitment to US manufacture. The car makers are now planning
more capacity in the USA.

He has said he wishes to control inward migration, and to tackle the problem
of foreign criminals operating in the USA. He has made some executive orders
and is investigating his further options over the Mexican frontier.

He expressed hostility to multilateral trading agreements that he thought
were not fair on the USA. He has pulled the USA out of the Trans Pacific
Partnership, a complex large agreement which was not ratified by Mr Obama. He
has begun the process of renegotiating NAFTA where he thinks Mexico has un
unfair advantage. As this is ratified he will need to deal with the Congress
on how to proceed.

The critical commentators will probably shift their ground from proposing he
will change, to arguing the realities of government  and the limits on
Presidential power will now prevent him doing much of what he promised. It is
true his tax cuts require action and goodwill by Republican Congressmen and
women. Repeal of Obamacare and changes to existing trade treaties will need
the approval of the legislature. Mr Trump is at his most powerful in his
early days as President, and all the time there is a Republican majority in
the Senate and Congress. He may again surprise his critics by being able to
cut deals with the legislators to secure tax cuts, Obamacare change and other
important items in his manifesto.

Mr Obama came to office promising to shut Guantanamo, pull out of Afghanistan
and press for peace in the Middle East. He got wobbled off all of those and
defined his Presidency by securing a deeply unpopular healthcare reform. Mr
Trump needs to make sure when he spends his political capital with the
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legislators he buys something worth having which makes them and him more
popular.  Tax cuts might well do just that. The replacement for Obamacare may
prove more divisive and difficult.

Global Goals on poverty and hunger
require $265 billion annually – UN
conference told

26 January 2017 – The world must take urgent action to mobilise the estimated
$265 billion a year needed to achieve the first two Sustainable Development
Goals to end poverty and hunger by 2030, the head of the United Nations
agency for financing rural development projects has told an international
conference.

&#8220The need is urgent,&#8221 Kanayo F. Nwanze, President of the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) said at last night’s
opening of a conference, titled &#8220Investing in inclusive rural
transformation: innovative approaches to financing,&#8221 held in Rome, Italy
on 26-27 January.

&#8220Despite decades of commitments and considerable effort to end poverty
and hunger, nearly 800 million children, women and men still go hungry every
day, and an almost equal number live in extreme poverty,&#8221 he added,
stressing the need to be more creative in using public resources and mobilise
financing.

He also emphasized the need to make it easier for the private sector and
philanthropists to invest in rural areas, where rates of poverty and hunger
are highest.

Speakers agreed it cannot be left up to governments alone. In 2015, Official
Development Assistance (ODA) was approximately $192 billion and only $9
billion of that was earmarked for agriculture.

The conference comes at a critical time with political changes and
humanitarian crises &#8211 such as war, migration and natural disasters
&#8211 reshaping global priorities and potentially diverting money away from
development.

The majority of these poor and hungry people live in rural areas of
developing countries. Investments need to be targeted to transform rural
areas into vibrant places that offer all people the opportunity to have
decent jobs and lead dignified lives free of poverty and hunger.

Mr. Nwanze stressed that the financing needs for development are enormous,
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but so are the opportunities. &#8220Agri-food is already a $5 trillion
sector, and it is growing,&#8221 he said. &#8220It holds tremendous promise
for the private sector and for producers in developing countries.&#8221

Co-organised by IFAD, the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance, the
Brookings Institution and the University of Warwick, the conference brings
together development agencies, governments, philanthropic organisations, the
private sector, academia and farmers’ organisations to look at innovative
ways to mobilise money and smarter ways to spend it.

IFAD invests in rural people, empowering them to reduce poverty, increase
food security, improve nutrition and strengthen resilience. Since 1978, it
has provided about $18 billion in grants and low-interest loans to projects
that have reached some 462 million people.

News story: Welsh Secretary launches
series of Brexit discussions

Starting in Builth Wells today, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns and
Minister for Wales, Guto Bebb will meet farmers, farming unions and other
representatives from the agriculture sector to seek their views on powers
returning from the EU.

In particular, the discussion is expected to focus on where decisions might,
in future, be taken at a local level and the areas in which UK wide
frameworks might be desirable.

Over the following weeks, Ministers will meet representatives from a range of
sectors, including manufacturing and life sciences, in a number of locations
across the whole of Wales. They will be seeking answers from these sectors to
seven key questions:

What thinking have you done about these powers returning from the EU?1.
What do you think would work best for the people you represent?2.
Where do you think consistent standards or local variation may be3.
required?
How best do we ensure day 1 legal certainty and continuity?4.
What opportunities do you think exiting the EU offers the5.
people/industry you represent?
What should we do to make sure that we don’t create barriers to living6.
or doing business within the UK?
What common standards do we need to make sure that the UK can strike7.
future trade deals that benefit the whole of the UK?
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Speaking ahead of the first event, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns,
said:

I am determined to make sure that Wales is in the strongest
possible position to benefit from Brexit and these events will help
us to understand how the UK Government can deliver the best
solution.

The people I plan to meet over the coming weeks are in the engine
room, helping to keep the Welsh economy growing. By working
together I am confident we can make the most of this unique
opportunity to build a stronger, fairer Britain that works for
everyone.

Steve Hughson, Chief Executive of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society, said:

With a rapidly changing political and financial climate, it
essential that all areas of the agricultural industry come together
and devise a way to make the most out of these changes.

It is fitting that the first of the UK Government’s meetings takes
place today here at the showground, the home of the Royal Welsh
Agricultural Society, which has become an important platform for
such high profile consultations over the years.

Representing over 21,000 members from all agricultural and rural
sectors and communities throughout Wales, the society will be
contributing to these discussions and helping shape and influence
the future of Welsh agriculture.
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sectors, including manufacturing and life sciences, in a number of locations
across the whole of Wales. They will be seeking answers from these sectors to
seven key questions:

What thinking have you done about these powers returning from the EU?1.
What do you think would work best for the people you represent?2.
Where do you think consistent standards or local variation may be3.
required?
How best do we ensure day 1 legal certainty and continuity?4.
What opportunities do you think exiting the EU offers the5.
people/industry you represent?
What should we do to make sure that we don’t create barriers to living6.
or doing business within the UK?
What common standards do we need to make sure that the UK can strike7.
future trade deals that benefit the whole of the UK?

Speaking ahead of the first event, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns,
said:

I am determined to make sure that Wales is in the strongest
possible position to benefit from Brexit and these events will help
us to understand how the UK Government can deliver the best
solution.

The people I plan to meet over the coming weeks are in the engine
room, helping to keep the Welsh economy growing. By working
together I am confident we can make the most of this unique
opportunity to build a stronger, fairer Britain that works for
everyone.

Steve Hughson, Chief Executive of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society, said:

With a rapidly changing political and financial climate, it
essential that all areas of the agricultural industry come together
and devise a way to make the most out of these changes.

It is fitting that the first of the UK Government’s meetings takes
place today here at the showground, the home of the Royal Welsh
Agricultural Society, which has become an important platform for
such high profile consultations over the years.

Representing over 21,000 members from all agricultural and rural
sectors and communities throughout Wales, the society will be
contributing to these discussions and helping shape and influence
the future of Welsh agriculture.



5-year-old trains to walk on wires

5-year-old Zhang Wang trains to walk on wires in a series of ‘Spartan’
workout plans designed by his father. The plans include one-arm push-ups,
rock climbing and Chinese Kung Fu cudgel.

The boy from southwest China’s Sichuan Province has become an internet
celebrity in China.

His father, previously a migrant worker, has his son’s best interests in
mind, despite the training seeming quite arduous for such a young child. The
father hopes that training his son like this will build his confidence and
extend his range of interests.

His father sees safety as a top priority and always accompanies his son when
training.
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