
News story: Government announces
efficiency savings for 2015/16

The Government saved £3.3 billion for the taxpayer during the last financial
year through greater efficiency in the procurement of common goods, services
and information technology; more efficient management of office space and the
disposal of surplus government property; and through tackling fraud, error
and uncollected debt in welfare spending.

These savings were delivered across government and the Cabinet Office is
continuing to improve capability and performance in key areas, helping
departments collaborate to save money on everything from web servers to
office buildings.

Savings in 2015/16 consist of:

£1.2 billion of operational savings from reforming government’s
commercial activities through improving government’s ways of purchasing,
improving the provision of specialist expertise in complex commercial
procurements, negotiations and disputes, and reducing the cost of the
government’s property estate
£339 million through setting standards and providing assurances through
the Government Digital Service
around £805 million in savings from a number of cross-government reform
packages aimed at tackling fraud, error and debt
£973 million through the sale of surplus government property.

After the progress made in the last Parliament, where the Government
announced total savings of £52.2 billion*, many of the more straightforward
savings have already been achieved.

Some of the larger savings that the Government is targeting will only be
achieved by total service transformation, much of it enabled by digital. That
means making some early investments at the beginning of this Parliament to
achieve considerable gains at the end.

This is the first time the Government has measured efficiency including
savings delivered in the current Parliament and represents a significant step
toward enabling greater efficiency in the way government works for years
ahead.

Minister for the Cabinet Office Ben Gummer said:

Ensuring that our public finances are on a sustainable path is
vital to securing a strong and stable economy that works for
everyone. We have made significant steps forward in tackling fraud,
selling off redundant government property such as the former Civil
Service College in Sunningdale and making better use of modern
digital technology to drive savings.
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The Government is committed to delivering value for money for
taxpayers and the Cabinet Office will continue to drive savings
right across departments as set out in the Spending Review in 2015.

The Government is maintaining relentless focus on efficiency. It is committed
and is on-track to deliver the manifesto commitment of £15 billion to £20
billion of annual efficiency by the end of the Parliament.

Ongoing improvement in efficiency should be part of business-as-usual
activity across the public sector.

As announced at Budget 2016, the Government intends to identify an additional
£3.5 billion of savings in 2019/20. This will be done through the Efficiency
Review, which will report in autumn 2017. The Efficiency Review will look to
embed a culture where incremental improvements in the efficiency of public
services are made year on year.

Savings examples

 Commercial

We saved £1.06 billion in 2015/16 from reforming government’s commercial
activities. This includes £182 million from improving the way departments
across government purchase common goods and services, encouraging
collaboration to achieve better value for money, and £879 million from
improving the provision of specialist expertise in complex commercial
procurements, negotiations and disputes.

For example in the Department of Health the Complex Transactions team has
worked on the negotiation of extension to current NHS Supply Chain contract
with significantly improved terms that deliver value to the NHS customers
through savings in product costs. This work realised savings in 2015/16 of
£76.7 million.

 Digital

The Government Digital Service (GDS) helps government departments work
together to transform government, meet user needs and deliver value for money
in the purchase of technology goods and services. Through setting standards
and providing assurance, GDS realised £339 million in 2015/16 from
controlling costs and the implementation of their ICT strategy by
Departments.

For example, GDS Spend Controls, in line with the Government’s Technology
Code of Practice, have collaborated and helped the Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP) to save Her Majesty’s Government over £875,000 in 2015/16.
This was achieved across several of their digital services where GDS helped
to either deliver the outcome in a more efficient way or reduce spend on part
of a whole project because the user need had changed.



 Fraud, error and debt

The Fraud, Error, Debt and Grants (FEDG) function works with Government
departments to identify initiatives that will reduce financial loss and waste
in this area. It also agrees cross-government standards for fraud, error,
grant and debt activities. Across Government, several specialist programmes,
mainly focused in DWP and HMRC, realised benefits worth £803m in 2015/16.
Some of these have been led by programmes within departments, others by
programmes, such as the Debt Market Integrator and National Fraud Initiative,
that are led by the Cabinet Office.

 Property

The Government Property Unit (GPU) has central oversight over all government
land and property. GPU work across the Civil Service to create a more
effective, efficient, and better value government estate. In 2015/16 GPU
facilitated the selling of surplus property worth £973 million and fully
realised annual savings of £95 million from exiting (in 2014/15 and 2015/16)
property leases and negating running costs such as rent, rates and facilities
management.

For example, the sale of the famous Admiralty Arch building that straddles
the entrance to the Mall and Trafalgar Square generated capital receipts
worth £66 million in 2015/16.

Information about the savings data
The Cabinet Office ensures departments work together to address waste and
improve accountability across a range of areas, including IT, procurement and
property.

In the last year of the previous Parliament the Cabinet Office helped
departments across Whitehall save £18.6 billion against a baseline year of
2009/10. For this savings data, as much as possible we updated the baseline
year against which we measure savings to 2014/15. This is to reflect the
efficiency and reforms made in the previous Parliament which have been
embedded into how government works.

These savings figures are not national or official statistics: they are based
on management information evidence in department reports and other supporting
evidence.

Getting things done – Guthrie Street
I have received residents’ complaints about the dumped mess in Guthrie Street
opposite the junction with Session Street – see photo below.
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I have asked the City Council’s Neighbourhood Services if this can be cleaned
up :

News story: GC represented at
international event on food fraud and
food allergy

Close to 100 participants from Europe, Canada, north and south America,
Australia and Hong Kong attended an exciting and informative conference on
food fraud and food allergy in Bari, Italy, on 26th and 27th January 2017.
The conference was organised by Prof. Roland Poms of MoniQA (International
Association for Monitoring and Quality Assurance in the Total Food Supply
Chain) and Dr Linda Monaci of ISPA (Istituto di Scienze delle Produzioni
Alimentari).

Michael Walker, of the Government Chemist Programme in LGC, delivered a
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keynote talk ‘Food detectives: what it takes to trace food fraud’ in the Food
Fraud section of the conference. Michael also discussed allergen analysis
with a talk entitled ‘What do we need to measure? How should it be reported?
And how low can we go?’ in the Food Allergen Management section.

Food fraud and food allergen management are topics that rarely share one
event, but have a lot in common. Appropriate food labeling and consumer trust
are very important issues which need to be managed by the food industry. Both
may have strong impact on the health and socio-economic status of a society.
They both need adequate communication and demand the use of comprehensive
databases and sophisticated analytical methods. Both require a collaborative
effort from science, industry and the regulatory environment.

The conference brought together participants from the food industry,
ingredient suppliers, agricultural producers, retail and trade, consumer
organizations, private and public analytical laboratories, representatives
from R&D, marketing, quality control, legal departments, as well as food
scientists, technologists, analytical method providers, regulatory bodies,
authorities and the media. There were productive discussions and sharing of
ideas that, it is hoped, will assist stakeholders to address the problems in
these interrelated areas.

Notes from the event are collected in the attached document.

Visit of Petroleum Minister to USA

Minister of State (I/C) for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan will be visiting Boston and Houston, USA from 3-7 March 2017 along
with a delegation comprising CEOs of Public Sector Oil and Gas companies.

Uber fined US$35.47 mln in Taiwan
Photo taken on Aug. 1, 2016 shows Apps of Didi and Uber on a cellphone of a
citizen in Hangzhou, capital of east China’s Zhejiang Province.
[Photo/Xinhua]. 

According to United Daily News in Taiwan, after three and a half years of
operation in Taiwan, Uber received 11 penalties with fines totaling
US$7.42 million and was required to close business by the transportation
administration in Taiwan yesterday. Uber announced to close its business in
Taiwan on Feb. 20. Meanwhile, the Uber TAXI service, which is scheduled to be
online in February, was also closed. However, UberEATS service, which was
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online at the end of last year, will continue its service.

Uber said it will restart communication with Taiwan administration. The
transportation administration of Taiwan asked Uber to operate its business
legally. Hochen Tan, the head of the transportation administration, said that
both sides should seize the opportunity to communicate and avoid a dead end.

In July 2013, by establishing a company named Taiwan Yu Bo Shu Wei service
Co., Ltd, Uber entered Taiwan. The new company is registered as an
information service business. Its service area includes Taipei, New Taipei
City, Taoyuan, Keelung, Taichung and Kaohsiung.

However, Uber’s business is related with motor transport service without
business registration certification and professional driver licensing. Over
the past three years, Taiwan administration issued 513 penalties with a total
fine of US$3.11 million to Uber and its drivers. Uber paid US$2.2 million.

With the implementation of an updated law, the fine amount has been increased
greatly by the Taiwan administration. Since the implementation of the new
rule Jan. 6, any company who breaks the new rule will be fined US$32.3
thousand, and the fine amount will be raised to US$161.2 thousand for the
second violation. Anyone who breaks the rule six times in total or three
times in half a year will be fined with US$806 thousand and required to close
its business.

By Jan. 20, 48 Uber cars had been banned and a total amount of
US$35.47 million in fines had been issued by the transportation
administration of Taiwan.


