Green Party: Government has no viable
plan for prisons crisis

13 February 2017

The Green Party is calling on the Government to tackle the growing prisons
crisis after an undercover BBC investigation discovered chaos in HMP
Northumberland, one of the country’s largest prisons [1].

Justice Secretary Liz Truss is expected to call the plan to cut prison
numbers a ‘dangerous quick fix’ in a speech to the Centre for Social Justice
today [2].

A separate report published today highlighted the rising number of suicides
in prisons, the impact of staff shortages and a ‘toxic’ working environment

[3].
Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, said:

“The Justice Secretary appears to be caught like a rabbit in the headlights.
A huge crisis in our prisons is bearing down but there is no viable plan to
deal with it.

“Liz Truss has repeatedly ignored the calls for sensible moves to

bring prison numbers down to manageable levels. Reducing overcrowding would
ease the excessive workload of prison officers, ensure a focus on
rehabilitation and help stop the riots, deaths and escapes that

are becoming commonplace.

“We’re not talking about turfing dangerous criminals out onto the street. We
need a long term, common sense approach, including investment in education,
youth services and anti-poverty measures to tackle crime at its root, as well
as restorative measures to cut reoffending.

“The privatisation of prisons has proved disastrous and profit-focused
companies should never have been allowed to take control of such a large part
of our justice system. A complete overhaul of our failing prison system is
necessary, with all prison services brought back into public hands.”

Notes:
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1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-38931580

2. https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/feb/13/1iz-truss-rejects-calls-
to-cut-sentences-to-reduce-prison-population

3. http://home.bt.com/news/uk-news/profound-shift-needed-to-change-trend-on
-prison-suicides-11364150503382
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Press release: Baroness Anelay’s visit
to East Africa

Baroness Anelay, the Prime Minister’s Special Representative for Preventing
Sexual Violence in Conflict (PSVI), will travel this week to Uganda, Kenya,
Rwanda and Burundi, where she will see first-hand the support provided by the
UK on preventing sexual violence, strengthening human rights and delivering
humanitarian aid.

The Minister will also meet with a number of senior government
representatives, including Ugandan President Museveni, and officials at the
Kenyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She will also host a number of events
with civil society, human rights defenders and members of the judiciary.

Speaking ahead of the visit, Baroness Anelay said:

I am delighted to have the opportunity to visit the region and see
first-hand the work of the UK to tackle sexual violence and support
survivors of these atrocious crimes.

This visit comes at an important time. Preventing sexual violence,
ending the culture of impunity and ending survivor stigma remain
top priorities for the UK. I am proud of the 17 Peace Support
Training Centres that the UK has provided for training across the
African continent since 2001.

I look forward to seeing the impact of our work. The UK is a friend
and close partner of the region. We will continue to work together
on shared challenges and opportunities.

Baroness Anelay will first travel to Kenya, where she will visit the British
Peace Support Team (BPST (EA)) who are delivering teaching courses to police
and security personnel from across the region on mechanisms for prevention
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and response to SGBV.

In Uganda, the Minister will visit a refugee settlement to see UK
humanitarian support in action, meet survivors of sexual violence in Gulu
refugee camp, and visit a gender-based violence shelter in Kampala. Despite
the conflict in Northern Uganda ending over a decade ago, stigma suffered by
survivors continues to impact many aspects of their lives, including access
to jobs and community services. In collaboration with organisations such as
the Refugee Law Project and World Vision, the UK supports a number of
projects in Uganda which help provide both physical and psychological support
to survivors of sexual violence and children born of rape.

Before she travels to Burundi itself, in Rwanda the Minister will meet with
Burundian human rights defenders in exile, independent media and NGO partners
delivering UK projects. In Burundi, the Minister will meet with the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and UN, AU and EU representatives to discuss how
international partners can best work with the Burundian Government to support
inclusive dialogue and bring a resolution to the protracted political crisis.

Whilst in Burundi, Baroness Anelay will also visit Centre SERUKA, which
provides services for survivors of sexual violence. The UK provides support
to a number of initiatives across Burundi, empowering women to prevent and
address the impact of sexual violence. These initiatives reduce
stigmatisation, promote the role of women in peace building and support faith
and community leaders to investigate incidences of sexual violence.

Notes to Editors

1. The British Peace and Support Team (EA) in Kenya delivers pan-spectrum
training as part of the UK’s commitment to long term peace and support
in East Africa.

2. This year alone, 9,500 military, police and civilians from across the
region will be trained in specialist areas ranging from Protection of
Civilians/Human Rights, through numerous types of tactical training to
high-end Weapons Technical Intelligence and Counter-IED courses.
BPST(EA)'s current primary focus is pre-deployment and in-mission
training for troops making up the AU force in Somalia — AMISOM -
prioritising those niche areas which are requested by regional
militaries as enabling them to fight more effectively. The team also
provides limited Counter Illegal Wildlife Trade training in security
specific areas to Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia and Tanzania wildlife
agencies.
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Blackness Road (at Wilkie'’'s Lane) — temporary traffic lights on Sunday 19
February for mobile platform operations.

Nethergate (West Marketgait to South Tay Street) — closed on Sunday 19
February for water supply connection works.

Rooftop aisle surrounding Bird’s Nest
opens to public

Participants of a running race pose for photos in the newly renovated
walkways on the roof of the National Stadium, also known as the Bird’s Nest,
in Beijing on Saturday, February 11, 2017. [Photo: people.cn]
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A walkway extending 1,000-meter-long on top of National Stadium, known as the
Bird’'s Nest, opened to the public for the first time following an amateur
winter sports program hosted on Feb. 11.

Nearly 100 contenders joining in skiing and Kirnu competitions in the stadium
as the first group of visitors to the rooftop causeway were treated to a
bird’s eye view 60 meters above the ground.

According to Beijing Youth Daily, the new walkway was built on the 230-meter-
long original corridor, where the route now is connected with 600-meter and
100-meter causeways on the top and medium parts of the stadium.

According to staff working in the stadium, two observation towers soaring 69
meters into the air have been opened to visitors.

Platforms at the north, south and west wings are established for visitors to
take breaks, and a deck on an east to west axis surrounded with 2-meter-high
glass screens is designed to protect visitors from falling while presenting

them with scenery through the transparent wall.

The walkway costs 80 yuan (US$11.62) per visit.

Global Crude oil price of Indian
Basket was US$ 54.66 per bbl on
10.02.2017

The international crude oil price of Indian Basket as computed/published
today by Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) under the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas was US$ 54.66 per barrel (bbl) on 10.02.2017. This
was higher than the price of US$ 54.23 per bbl on previous publishing day of
09.02.2017.
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