
New National Endowment for Music
announced

The National Endowment for Music, a joint initiative between Kirsty Williams
and Ken Skates, the Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure, is a
new and innovative approach to supporting young people to develop their
talents in music.

The initial contribution of £1m will be provided to the Arts Council of Wales
to cover the set up costs of the Endowment with a further contribution to be
made to the seed fund once it is in place. It is our ambition that the fund
will eventually generate at least £1m per year, which will be used to fund
additional music activities for young people across the country.

Kirsty Williams said,

“The National Endowment for Music will help ensure that all our
young people, from whatever background, can develop their talents
and skills through music.

“During my time as Cabinet Secretary visiting schools across the
country, I continue to be impressed and inspired by the musical
talent of our young people and the schools that promote such
opportunities. I want to build on this success and extend these
opportunities throughout Wales.

“Having experiences outside the classroom is a sure way to help
children build confidence and discover what inspires them. In time,
this Endowment will provide extra chances for young people to
access important education experiences.”

Economy Secretary Ken Skates said,

“If you were to ask people around the world to name things they
associate with Wales, their list would undoubtedly involve music.
From our traditional choirs to musicians who perform across the
globe, Wales punches well above its weight. We need to make sure
the next generation can carry on this great tradition.

“Local authority music services have been badly affected by the
austerity imposed by the Westminster Government. This £1 million
contribution is intended as a catalyst, a demonstration to
potential donors of our commitment to the arts and to our musical
heritage.”

Phil George, Chair of Arts Council of Wales added,
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“Challenging times call for determined action. It’s more important
than ever that we provide opportunities for young people to enrich
their lives through artistic expression. This new fund is an
invitation to private and corporate donors to join the Welsh
Government in nurturing young musical talents and helping them
delight and amaze us all.”

Karl Napieralla who chaired the Music Services Task and Finish Group, which
recommended establishing the fund said,

“I am delighted that one of the recommendations from the Task and
Finish Group is coming to fruition. Hopefully the funding will help
secure the future opportunities for young people in Wales from
whatever background to enjoy and participate in music.”

The National Endowment for Music builds on the £20 million Creative Learning
through the Arts Plan to support creative teaching and learning in schools.

The Endowment is our long term, sustainable approach to increasing musical
opportunities for the young people of Wales.

Press release: Leicester and
Loughborough Enterprise Zone will rev
up the Midlands Engine

The Midlands Engine is going interstellar thanks to plans for a new
Enterprise Zone to support the UK’s space science industry, Local Government
Minister Marcus Jones has confirmed.

The new Science and Innovation Enterprise Zone will cover 3 sites across
Leicester and Loughborough, and aims to deliver 6,500 new jobs by building on
the local area’s expertise in the sector.

Leicester is already home to the National Space Centre and the new Zone is
now hoping to attract space-age businesses to the area with the offer of
specialist research and development facilities to bring innovative ideas and
products to market.

New and expanded businesses located there are set to benefit from business
rate reliefs worth tens of thousands of pounds each year, an incentive set to
pull in more investment into the region and boost the local economy.

The new Enterprise Zone will cover 160 hectares at Loughborough Science and
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Energy Park, Charnwood Campus and Leicester Waterside. It forms a key part of
the government’s efforts to fire up the Midlands Engine, and create an
economy that works for everyone in all parts of the country.

Visiting Loughborough University Science and Enterprise Park, Local
Government Minister Marcus Jones said:

Leicester and Loughborough have a strong track record in the
science and innovation industries, so we’re determined to support
the area by attracting new businesses.

This new Enterprise Zone will help secure as many as 6,500 jobs for
people right at the heart of the Midlands Engine and the site has
real potential to rocket to the top of the space science field.

I’ve seen first hand the new zone’s ambitious plans to boost local
growth, which forms an essential part of the government’s
commitment to create an economy that works for everyone.

Nick Pulley, Chair of the Leicester and Loughborough Enterprise Partnership,
said:

Confirmation of this second Enterprise Zone will make Leicester and
Leicestershire extremely attractive to science, innovation and hi-
tech manufacturing companies looking for research facilities and
industrial and office space to base and expand their businesses.

We have already seen this model working brilliantly at MIRA
Technology Park in the automotive sector and we will look to
replicate this in the science, innovation and hi-tech manufacturing
sectors.

Together, the Enterprise Zones give us 4 specialist commercial
sites that really enable us to cement our distinctive place as the
research and development capital of the Midlands. I hope that the
government now backs our Growth Deal bid and provides the funding
needed to invest in the infrastructure to accelerate development on
these sites.

Sir Peter Soulsby, Leicester City Mayor said:

This is fantastic news and will provide great incentives for
businesses to invest in our city and county.

It will of course help to deliver our ambitious plans for the
Waterside area in the city and strengthen the University of
Leicester’s proposed National Space Park at Pioneer Park, which
will give Leicester an even greater prominence on a global scale.



It is critical now that Growth Deal funding is forthcoming to
support the delivery of these sites.

Support for growing business in the Midlands Engine
Enterprise Zones are central to the government’s Industrial Strategy, to help
businesses up and down the country seize the opportunities presented by
leaving the European Union.

Each Enterprise Zone is unique, looking to build on the strengths of each
area, and support some of the country’s most vital industries including
manufacturing, technology and renewable energy.

For example, the East Midlands are already home to an Enterprise Zone at the
MIRA technology plant, which is developing future technology for the
transport sector. Since its creation in 2012, MIRA has secured £9.5 million
for the creation of an engineering skills training centre and attracted a
number of high-profile international businesses, such as Bosch Engineering
and Aston Martin.

When the Leicester and Loughborough zone launches in April, it will be one of
48 zones across the country and will build on the success of the Midlands’
existing zones. Since their launch in 2012, the 6 zones in the Midlands have
attracted 9,000 jobs, 120 companies and secured £1.1 billion private sector
investment.

Further information
First established in 2012, Enterprise Zones have attracted more than £2.6
billion of private investment and more than 700 new businesses – attracting
more than 29,000 jobs across a range of key industries.

In addition to business rates discounts worth up to £275,000, 100% of
business rates growth on the new zone will be retained by local authorities
and the local enterprise partnership for 25 years to reinvest in local
economic growth.

The Loughborough and Leicester Science and Innovation Zone will be
established from the start of April 2017.

Expeditious issue of Refunds is a High
Priority for the Central Board of
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Direct Taxes (CBDT); Over 4.19 crore
Income Tax Returns (ITRs) processed
and over 1.62 crore refunds issued
during the Current Financial Year up
to 10th February, 2017.

The Centralised Processing Centre (CPC) of the Income Tax Department (ITD) at
Bengluru has already processed over 4.19 crore Income Tax Returns (ITRs) and
issued over 1.62 crore refunds during the current financial year up to 10th
February, 2017. The amount of refunds issued at Rs.1.42 Lakh Crore is 41.5%
higher than the corresponding period last year.

General Election to the Legislative
Assembly of Uttar Pradesh-violation of
the provisions of Section 126A of RP
Act, 51, and the Commission’s
notification dated 27-01-17.

The Commission had notified on 27-01-17 the period during which conducting
any exit poll and publishing or publicizing by means of print or electronic
media or disseminating results in any other manner would be prohibited during
the current elections, specifying the period between 7 AM on 04-02-17 and
5.30 PM on 08-03-17 .

Facts at a Glance- Uttar Pradesh
Assembly Elections -2017

SECOND PHASE- Date of Poll 15.02.2017
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