
Beijing bans higher emission vehicles
from road

Beijing will ban high-emission vehicles from its urban areas starting
Wednesday, authorities said Monday.

Starting from Feb. 15, light-duty gasoline-powered cars that fail to meet the
National Emission Standard III will be banned from entering Beijing’s fifth
ring on weekdays.

Violators will be fined 100 yuan (US$14.50) for every four hours that they
drive on the road. Substandard cars will also be taken off the road through
annual inspections or spot checks.

The Chinese capital currently requires new cars to comply with the “Beijing
VI” emission standard, which is higher than the widely-used National Emission
Standard V and equivalent to the Euro VI standard, the strictest in China.

The National Emission Standard I was introduced in 1999 and the National
Emission Standard II followed in 2004.

“After weeding out yellow-labeled cars [outdated and heavy-polluting
vehicles], vehicles consistent with the National Emission Standards II and
III release most of the pollutants on the roads,” said Yu Jianhua, chief
engineer of the Beijing Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau.

Higher-polluting gasoline vehicles account for less than 10 percent of
vehicles on the road, but discharge over 30 percent of nitrogen oxide and 25
percent of volatile organic compounds, according to Yu.

Beijing’s 5.7 million vehicles produce 500,000 tonnes of various pollutants
annually and account for 31 percent of locally-generated PM 2.5, a
particulate matter associated with hazardous smog, making it the prime source
of PM2.5, according to the environmental authority.

Plagued by smog over the past decade, the capital city has initiated a series
of regulations to improve its air quality.

It has moved out high-polluting industries, pulled outdated cars off the
road, continued to improve the public transportation system and rolled out
policies to support new energy vehicles.

Average density of PM 2.5 in the capital was 73 micrograms per cubic meter in
2016, down 9.9 percent from the previous year, according to the Beijing
Municipal Reform and Development Commission.
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A major summit on exports is set to draw together a range of Welsh companies
with experts on hand.

More than 50 Welsh companies are expected at a major export summit set up by
the UK Government to help exporters sell more across the globe.

The event, being hosted on 6 March at Cardiff City Hall by the Wales Office
and the Department for International Trade, will bring together a range of
exporters under one roof who can offer practical advice on:

Applying for grants or financial help with exports
Getting market intelligence in countries around the world
Negotiating around rules and red tape in new markets
How the UK Government can support trade fairs and exhibitions abroad
Advice on protecting your ideas from the Intellectual Property Office

Alun Cairns, Secretary of State for Wales, said:

Wales is already a successful exporter – shipping aircraft wings to
the world, cooling technology to the Middle East and TV formats to
dozens of countries. Our export market is worth around £11bn a
year.

Leaving the European Union will create new trade opportunities. The
role of this summit is to help connect our brilliant Welsh business
community with expert guides and tutors to ensure they are off to a
flying start as we strike new trade deals.

This is about gathering a range of experts in one place who can
plug your business into new markets. I urge everyone who wants to
sell more abroad – or even just explore the options – to attend.

There will also be presentations from successful companies including thermal
equipment manufacturer SPTS Technologies, civil engineers Dawnus and Cloth
Cat Animation – a creative agency which has just won a major deal with
Chinese broadcasters.
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The summit is free to attend – you can register online here

Opening paths at Oatridge Countryside
Liaison Day

A Countryside Liaison Day took place at the Oatridge Campus of Scotland’s
Rural College (SRUC) with key industry representatives last week.
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Shri Shaktikanta Das, Secretary,
Department of Economic Survey
inaugurates New IMF Training and
Technical Assistance Center
?(SARTTAC)? in Delhi? ? for Economic
Capacity Building in South Asia

epartment of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, Government of India, Shri
Shaktikanta Das said that IMF’s South Asia Training and Technical Assistance
Center (SARTTAC) is a pioneering initiative of the Government of India and
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). He said that this is the IMF’s First
Fully Integrated Capacity Development Center, which brings together under one
roof the two building blocks of capacity development —training and technical
assistance. Shri Das was delivering the Inaugural Address after inaugurating
the
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