
Clarity on Brexit – Finance Ministers
voice disappointment following
quadrilateral meeting

Following today’s Finance Ministers Quadrilateral in Edinburgh the devolved
administrations have voiced their disappointment at the UK Government’s lack
of assurances that there will be meaningful engagement over the approach it
proposes to take on Brexit. The Scottish, Welsh and Northern Ireland
Ministers also underlined the economic and public finance challenges this
lack of clarity presents.

The meeting was attended by Scotland’s Finance Secretary Derek Mackay, Chief
Secretary to the Treasury David Gauke, the Welsh Government’s Finance
Secretary Mark Drakeford and Stormont Finance Minister Máirtín Ó Muilleoir.

Welsh Government Finance Secretary Mark Drakeford said:  

“Our White Paper, Securing Wales’ Future, which was discussed at
the recent JMC (EN) provides a comprehensive, credible plan for the
negotiations as the UK prepares to exit from the EU.  It focuses on
Wales’ priorities but in a way which would work for the whole of
the UK.

“We have always been clear that a hard Brexit would be highly
damaging to the Welsh and UK economy. That is why we have
repeatedly called for full and unfettered access to the single
market in our negotiations with the UK Government.  Our economy is
closely integrated into the single market and our success in
attracting foreign investment owes much to this access.

“The fact of Brexit is not in doubt but we need to ensure a good
outcome for Wales.  We will continue our discussions with the UK
Government through the JMC (EN) but we need to see these
discussions intensify over the next few weeks as the triggering of
Article 50 approaches.  We need a clear signal from the UK
Government that the views of the devolved administrations are taken
into account so we secure a future post Brexit that works for Wales
and works for the rest of the UK.”

Scotland’s Finance Secretary Mr Mackay said: 

“While I am disappointed about this lack of progress with the UK
Government, we will continue to work with the Welsh and Northern
Ireland Governments as it is essential for the devolved
administrations to be at the heart of any decision making. We need
clarity from the UK Government as we have the right to have our say
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on how devolved budgets and our economy will be affected by a hard
Brexit. I asked again today that the UK Government give serious
consideration to the proposals the Scottish Government has put
forward in response to the outcome of the EU referendum and
responds constructively, in the interests of the people of
Scotland.

“We have been clear, keeping Scotland in the European single market
is absolutely essential for Scottish jobs, investment and long-term
economic wellbeing.”

Stormont Finance Minister Máirtín Ó Muilleoir said: 

“ I have previously been on record saying that there is a lack of
understanding of the calamitous effects that Brexit would have on
our local economy and there has been no appreciation of the need
for a special status for the North within the EU. Nothing I have
heard today changes that.”
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summoned over ballistic missile launch
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Today, the North Korean Ambassador to the UK, Choe Il, was summoned to the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office following a ballistic missile launch on 11
February 2017.

A Foreign Office spokeswoman said:

The UK fully supports the UN Security Council’s strong condemnation
of North Korea’s recent ballistic missile launch. Today, in
summoning the North Korean Ambassador, we have made clear that the
actions of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) were in
direct violation of multiple resolutions, are a threat to
international security and that such dangerous and destabilising
activity must stop.
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We urge North Korea to stop its provocative actions, which threaten
international peace and security, and instead re-engage with the
international community, and take credible, concrete steps to
prioritise the well-being of its own people instead of the nuclear
and ballistic missile programmes. The Ambassador was asked to
convey this message to Pyongyang in the strongest possible terms.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Office on twitter @foreignoffice

Follow the Foreign Office on facebook

Drought drives food price spike in
East Africa, UN warns

14 February 2017 – East Africa’s ongoing drought has sharply curbed harvests
and drive up the prices of cereals and other staple foods to unusually high
levels, posing a heavy burden to households and special risks for
pastoralists in the region, the United Nations agricultural agency said
today.

“Sharply increasing prices are severely constraining food access for large
numbers of households with alarming consequences in terms of food
insecurity,” said Mario Zappacosta, a senior economist for the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), in a news release.

Local prices of maize, sorghum and other cereals are near or at record levels
in swathes of Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Uganda and Tanzania,
according to the latest Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Bulletin (FPMA).

Poor livestock body conditions due to pasture and water shortages and
forcible culls mean animals command lower prices, leaving pastoralists with
even less income to purchase basic foodstuffs.

Somalia’s maize and sorghum harvests are estimated to be 75 per cent down
from their usual level. In Tanzania, maize prices in Arusha, Tanzania, have
almost doubled since early 2016.

In South Sudan, food prices are now two to four times above their levels of a
year earlier, while in Kenya, maize prices are up by around 30 per cent.

Beans now cost 40 per cent more in Kenya than a year earlier, while in
Uganda, the prices of beans and cassava flour are both about 25 per cent
higher than a year ago in the capital city, Kampala.
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Drought-affected pastoral areas in the region face even harsher conditions.
In Somalia, goat prices are up to 60 per cent lower than a year ago, while in
pastoralist areas of Kenya the prices of goats declined by up to 30 per cent
over the last 12 months.

Shortages of pasture and water caused livestock deaths and reduced body mass,
prompting herders to sell animals while they can, as is also occurring in
drought-wracked southern Ethiopia. This also pushes up the prices of milk,
which is, for instance, up 40 per cent on the year in Somalia’s Gedo region.

Royal murder and mystery as
international students dig up Scottish
heritage for show garden

A group of eight international Garden Design students at Scotland’s Rural
College are digging up a dark moment in Scottish history to inspire their
“Hortus Homicida” show garden in a bid for gold.

Kerry Allison joins SAC Consulting’s
food and drink team

SAC Consulting Food and Drink has welcomed Kerry Allison to the team –
bringing with her a decade of experience in the food service and production
industries.
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