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Neil Bibby launches Protect Our Pubs campaign

Labour MSP Neil Bibby has lodged a draft proposal in Holyrood that could
transform Scotland’s pubs and give customers more choice over the drinks on
sale. A consultation on the proposal is set to open on Monday. You can read
the consultation document here.

The proposed Member’s Bill would make it fairer for tenants of pubs who have
a ‘tied’ arrangement with large owning companies – often known as ‘pubcos’.

This comes in the same week that the Competition and Markets Authority
announced that they are to investigate Heineken’s proposed acquisition of
part of the Punch Taverns pubs portfolio.

Under the current arrangements, these tenants often have a contractual
obligation to buy some or all products from the pubco, which can restrict the
choice of beer, cider, wine and spirits available – as well as forcing
tenants to sell more expensive drinks.

Mr Bibby’s proposed Bill would provide Scottish licensees the same
opportunities afforded to their counterparts in England and Wales.

A Pubs Code came into force in England and Wales in May 2016 that introduced
more relaxed rules. A new voluntary code was recently introduced in Scotland,
but is not adhered to by all pub companies and does not go as far as the
statutory code in England and Wales.

It is estimated there are nearly 1,000 tenanted pubs in Scotland. The
proposal has been welcomed by the Scottish Licensed Trade Association, the
Campaign for Real Ale and GMB Scotland.

Scottish Labour MSP Neil Bibby said:

“This proposal is about fairness, choice and jobs. Fairness for Scotland’s
publicans, greater choice for pub customers, and an opportunity to protect
and create jobs in Scotland’s pub and brewing industry.

“Scottish pub tenants should have the ability to opt out of the tied
arrangements if they wish. I know from speaking with tied pub tenants in my
own area in the west of Scotland how one-sided these arrangements can be.

“Access to a fair and reasonable market rent for premises, without strings
attached, should be a right for Scottish publicans. They will then be free to
source and purchase products as they see fit, on the same basis as other pubs
in Scotland, and pubs in England and Wales.
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“Times are tough in the pub sector. Scottish licensees that choose to opt out
should have the flexibility they need in a crowded and competitive market
place to react to changes that could affect their business – from new pubs
opening in their area to changes in the way people socialise. My proposal
would give them that flexibility.”

Paul Waterson, chief executive of the Scottish Licensed Trade Association,
said:

“The SLTA are delighted to support Neil Bibby’s bill advocating protection
for Scottish pub tenants. It is only fair that Scottish tenants are afforded
the same rights and safeguards as their counterparts in England and Wales.

“With more and more pubs closing in Scotland each week, it’s crucial the
government takes action to protect tenants who are the most vulnerable
operators in our trade. The SLTA and many others from within the brewing
industry have been campaigning for the government to legislate progressively
on this issue for a number of years, and we hope that Neil’s bill will add
further weight to our collective position on the matter.”

Colin Valentine, CAMRA’s National Chairman, said:

“CAMRA fully welcomes the new consultation that has been launched into the
tied pub sector by Neil Bibby. We expect that it will paint a picture of pubs
struggling to survive across Scotland, with examples of large pub companies
taking more than is fair or sustainable from individual publicans’ profits.

“Earlier this year, the Scottish Government carried out its own research into
the tied pub sector. That report concluded that there is no need for reform
after surveying just 25 pubs – only 10 of which were tied to large companies.
This represents less than 0.5% of the 4,600 pubs across the country, and
cannot be considered a representative sample.

“The Scottish Government’s inaction on this issue is letting the pubs sector
down. Pubs in Scotland deserve the same level of protection as they have in
England and Wales, and we hope this new research will persuade the Scottish
Government to make the appropriate reforms.”

GMB Scotland Organiser Martin Doran said:

“GMB Scotland supports the proposed Tied Pubs Bill because by tackling the
pubco giants, it can deliver fairness for tied pubs tenants, give more choice
for punters and help create a more level playing field for Scottish brewers.

“Ultimately, this can help create better conditions for the protection and
growth of brewing jobs across Scotland, which is good for our members in the
likes of the historic Tennent’s Wellpark brewery and for the working-class
communities supported by their employment.

“This intervention is not before time and our members will warmly welcome
Neil Bibby’s efforts to bring about changes to the industry that can only
benefit Scottish jobs and the Scottish economy in the long run.”



Press release: Construction company to
pay £54,000 for polluting East Sussex
river

Interserve Construction Limited (ICL) has been fined £54,000 with £5,955
costs after admitting a single incident of discharging silt-laden water into
a tributary of the River Rother in Burwash, East Sussex on 1 October 2014.

ICL was contracted to South East Water over an 18-month period at the
Crowhurst Bridge Water Treatment Works to improve South East Water’s ability
to manage water treatment. The Environment Agency discovered a brown
discharge downstream of the Works after a member of the public reported the
discoloured water to them.

Further investigations showed that the river was visibly but locally impacted
on a temporary basis.

In mitigation it was stated that this was an isolated incident of 25 minutes
duration, during an 18-month contract and that the company was of previous
good character. There was no evidence that local wildlife was adversely
affected.

David Willis, Environment Manager at the Environment Agency, said:

We take these incidents very seriously and do everything within our
powers to safeguard the environment and people that may be
affected.

Contact
All media enquiries: 0800 141 2743 (please ask for the duty press
officer)
Email: southeastpressoffice1@environment-agency.gov.uk
Twitter: @EnvAgencySE
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Ken Skates visits Chongqing and
Shanghai to cement Welsh links with
China

The Cabinet Secretary is being joined in Shanghai by a trade mission of 18
Welsh companies including Clogau Gold, i2L Research, Timberkits, and Tiny
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Rebel, all looking to increase their trade relationships with the world’s
second largest economy. 

 

As part of his visit Ken Skates will host St David’s Day events for
government, business and cultural leaders in both Chongqing and Shanghai, and
will promote Wales as an outward facing and forward looking nation, keen to
cement links with its global trading partners. 

 

The Economy Secretary will also meet Chinese companies and Government
representatives to discuss how trade and cultural links between the countries
can be strengthened and to consider how Wales can work to further increase
its exports to the lucrative Chinese market. 

 

A Welsh cultural delegation is also travelling to China. It is hoped this
will lead to new partnerships, new learning opportunities, and new exchanges
of exhibitions and performers, to and from both countries. 

 

Speaking about his visit to China, Ken Skates said:

 

“China is a huge global force and one that Wales is keen to cement
its already strong links with. 

 

“There are currently 19 Chinese companies based in Wales, between
them employing more than 2500 people here. And latest figures put
annual Welsh exports to China at nearly £209m. 

 

“These are impressive figures but through my visit and the  trade
mission we will be seeking to build on this success, to grow our
share of exports to China and to attract more Chinese investors to
Wales. 

 

“Wales has a huge amount to offer as a trading partner, a tourist
destination and cultural partner. Following the decision to leave
the EU it is more important than ever that we reach out to China
and other international partners and continue to work to build a
stronger and fairer Welsh economy for all.”  



China to launch first high-throughput
communications satellite in April

China plans to launch Shijian-13, its first high-throughput communications
satellite, in April, the China Academy of Space Technology (CAST) said
Friday.

The 4.6-tonne satellite, with a message capacity of more than 20 GB, will be
carried into orbit by a Long March-3B carrier rocket, according to the CAST.

An increase in satellite throughput will provide better access to the
Internet on planes and high-speed trains, said Wang Min, deputy head of the
CAST’s Institute of Telecommunication Satellite.

For the first time, a large number of domestic components have been used on a
communications satellite with an orbital life of 15 years, Wang said. It is
also the first time electric propulsion has been used on a Chinese satellite.

Shijian-13 has been transported to the Xichang Satellite Launch Center in
southwest China’s Sichuan Province. After completing in-orbit technical
tests, it will be designated as Zhongxing-16.

In 2017, China plans to launch six communications satellites, including
Shijian-13 and Shijian-18.

Shijian-18 will be put into orbit by a Long March-5 carrier rocket in June,
and will test the DFH-5 satellite platform, Wang said.
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