NDMA starts advance preparations for
tackling heat wave this year

The National Workshop on Preparation of Heat Wave Action Plan began in
Hyderabad today. The two-day workshop is being organized by the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) in collaboration with the Government of
Telangana in a bid to effectively tackle the onslaught of heat wave this
year.

Commerce Minister emphasizes the need
to focus on Research, Standards and
Aggregation to enhance Farmers income

Commerce and Industry Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman has emphasized the
need to focus on Research, Standards and Aggregation to enhance farmers
income.

The Minister of State for Finance Shri
Santosh Kumar Gangwar to be the Chief
Guest at “Annual Central Excise Day
2017"” tomorrow;

The Minister of State for Finance, Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar will be the
Chief Guest at the “Annual Central Excise Day 2017” function tomorrow

Green Party calls for investigation
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The Green Party has demanded the Government investigates allegations of young
offenders being held in solitary confinement in British prisons [1].

Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, said:

“It was already clear our prison system was reaching crisis point but these
stories reveal a new level of callous disregard for the human rights of some
of the youngest and most vulnerable offenders.

“Being kept in solitary confinement for even just short periods of time
causes severe distress and has lasting impact. I fail to see how the Ministry
of Justice can possibly think this treatment will result in positive
outcomes. These young offenders need to be rehabilitated, not punished
further using one of the most cruel and unhelpful methods possible. We
urgently need an investigation into these allegations.”

Notes:

1. http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-prisons-child-inmates-

solitary-confinement-un-torture-rules-young-offenders-institutes-break-
jail-a7591781.html
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Press release: New charity
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The Charity Commission, the independent regulator of charities in England and
Wales, has opened a statutory inquiry into Capricorn Animal Rescue and
Sanctuary (inc Aston, Hawarden Animal Aid), registered charity number
1048511. The inquiry was opened on 9 February 2017.

The charity takes animals into care that have no homes, are injured or
neglected, and aims to rehouse the animals or release them back into the wild
once they are fully recovered and treated.

After receiving a number of complaints from the public as well as significant
media and parliamentary interest about the charity in 2016, the Commission
initially provided regulatory advice and guidance to the trustees on how to
improve the charity’s governance.

The Commission monitored the charity’s compliance with this guidance and
visited the charity in October 2016 and subsequently inspected the charity’s
books and records. Our engagement established that there were clear and on-
going serious regulatory issues relating to the administration of the charity
by the trustees. These included inadequate financial controls, failure to
safeguard and properly account for the charity’s assets, potential
unauthorised trustee benefit and the trustees’ failure to act on regulatory
advice.

The inquiry will examine:

e the administration, governance and management of the charity

e whether there has been any unauthorised benefit to the trustees of the
charity

e whether the trustees have properly exercised their duties and
responsibilities under charity law in the administration of the charity
and in particular their duty to account for the charity’s funds

In order to protect the assets of the charity, the Commission has taken steps
to freeze the charity’s bank accounts under section 76(3)(d) of the Charities
Act 2011.

The Commission is aware that the charity has been the subject of concerns
from members of the public relating to the welfare of animals in the
charity’s care; this does not fall within the Commission’s remit and concerns
on this matter should be directed to the RSPCA. Their 24-hour cruelty and
advice line can be reached at 0300 1234 999.

It is the Commission’s policy, after it has concluded an inquiry, to publish
a report detailing what issues the inquiry looked at, what actions were
undertaken as part of the inquiry and what the outcomes were. Reports of
previous inquiries by the Commission are available on GOV.UK.
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The charity’s details can be viewed on the Commission’s online charity search
tool.

Ends
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Notes to editors

1.

The Charity Commission is the independent regulator of charities in
England and Wales. To find out more about our work, see our annual
report.

. Search for charities on our online register.
. Section 46 of the Charities Act 2011 gives the Commission the power to

institute inquiries. The opening of an inquiry gives the Commission
access to a range of investigative, protective and remedial legal
powers.

. The Commission’s decision to announce the opening of a statutory inquiry

is based on whether it is in the public interest to do so and with
consideration of our objective to increase public trust and confidence
in charities.

. An order was made on Monday 20 February under section 76(3)(d) of the

Charities Act 2011 to freeze the account(s) of the charity.
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