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From 22 February 2017 the MMO will be issuing letters to fishermen.

In order to protect bass stocks and the sustainability of the wider marine
environment from 22 February 2017 the MMO will be issuing letters to
fishermen who, based on their track records, have authorisation to catch
bass. The MMO will also send letters to those who do not have such
authorisation.

The letters include details of a representation process through which
fishermen can, on limited grounds, provide evidence to the MMO should they
wish to challenge the authorisation decisions which have been made. The
deadline for such representations is 14 March 2017.

The MMO action is a response to Article 9(2) of Council Regulation (EU)
2017/127 which fixed the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks and
groups of fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing
vessels, in certain non-Union waters in 2017.

Phil Haslam (MMO Director of Operations) said:

“The bass authorisations help implement EC measures designed to manage effort
in order to help protect and improve Bass stocks.

I would urge fishermen to read the letters they receive and familiarise
themselves with the bass regulations and the representation process. Those
that feel they meet the representation criteria and can provide the relevant
evidence should do so at the earliest opportunity and certainly before the 14
March 2017 deadline”.

Full details of the bass regqulations and the representation process have been
published on the MMO website.

Assistance is also available via MMO coastal offices.
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Gramin Khel Mahostav 2017

The Delhi Gramin Khel Mahotsav 2017 is being organized by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs & Sports in association with Delhi Government from 25th to 31st
March 2017, to invite the talent from rural areas of NCT of Delhi to come and
participate in a multi-sport championship to promote the culture of sport in
Delhi

Health Ministry undertakes largest
ever drug survey in the world for
determining the quality of drugs

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India had entrusted
the work relating to carrying out a Survey of the extent of Problems of
‘Spurious and Not of Standard Quality Drugs’ to the National Institute of
Biologicals (NIB), Noida.

More GP surgeries in Wales are open
for longer

New figures show that more GP practices in Wales are open between 8.00am and
6.30pm in the week and more appointments are being made available to patients
early in the morning and later in the day.

Wednesday 22 February 2017

In 2016:

e 85% of GP practices were open for daily core hours or within an hour of
them, an increase from 60% in 2011

e Only 3% of GP practices were closed for half a day on one or more week
days, a decrease compared to 4% in 2015

e 84% of practices offered appointments at any time between 17:00 and
18:30 every week day, compared to 79% in 2015

e The percentage of practices offering appointments before 8:30 on at
least two weekdays increased from 16% in 2015 to 19% in 2016.
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Health Secretary Vaughan Gething said:

“We know that access to primary care services is extremely
important to people. In Taking Wales Forward, our programme for
government, we committed to continuing to improve access to GP
surgeries, and these figures demonstrate we are delivering this.
These figures also show that more appointments are available for
people at more convenient times. I am pleased to see that the trend
of improvement has been continued for 2016.

“I want to say thank you to our GPs and their teams who are working
hard to extend their opening hours in Wales. They are also working
with other health professionals to ensure that people receive their
care from the right person. This might mean seeing a pharmacist,
physiotherapist or a nurse. This will allow GPs to focus their time
and expertise on people with complex care needs. We will continue
to work collaboratively with GPs and other professions to improve
access and patient experience.”

UK growth accelerated in the fourth
quarter of last year

The fourth quarter saw UK growth speed up to 0.7% for the three months. The
quarterly pattern last year according to the ONS was 0.2% in Q1, 0.6% in each
of Quarters 2 and 3, and 0.7% in Q4. The ONS says this amounts to 1.8%
growth for the year as a whole, though the four quarters as reported gives
you a figure of 2.1%. What is clear from these figures is the economy grew
faster after the Brexit vote than before by a decent margin, the opposite of
the official and expert forecasts at the time.

As the ONS rightly said “In the fourth quarter the UK experienced the
strongest arte of growth among European groupings and G7 countries”. Let’s
hope the Treasury adjust their forecasts for our economy in the Budget
statement, as their recent forecasts have been far too low.
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