
Donors pledge $670 million at UN-
backed conference to support aid
operations in Lake Chad region

24 February 2017 – Giving voice to people affected by conflict and complex
crises in Africa’s Lake Chad region, a United Nations-supported conference in
Oslo today generated more than $670 million in pledges that will sustain
critical relief operations over the next two years and beyond.

Officially known as the Humanitarian Conference in Oslo for Nigeria and Lake
Chad region, the donors event also agreed on addressing longer-term
development needs and to seek durable solutions to crises in Nigeria, Chad,
Niger and Cameroon – which together make the Lake Chad region.

“Without our increased support, affected communities will face a life of
hunger, disease, gender-based violence and continued displacement,” said the
UN Emergency Relief Coordinator and Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs, Stephen O’Brien.

“But there is another future within grasp: as the international community
scales up support, we can stop a further descent into an ever-deepening
crisis with unimaginable consequences for millions of people,” he added.

According to estimates, about 17 million people are living in the most
affected areas across the four countries. Of them some 10.7 million people
are in need of immediate humanitarian assistance, with 8.5 million in north-
eastern Nigeria alone, having been made witness to years of violence as a
result of Boko Haram militancy.

More to follow…

UN reports more than 300 migrant
deaths on Mediterranean crossing in
first two months of 2017

24 February 2017 – An estimated 366 migrants died at sea during their
Mediterranean journey to Europe in the first 53 days of 2017, down from 425
of the comparable period of last year, the United Nations migration agency
said today.

International Organization for Migration (IOM) has reported that 13,924
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migrants entered Europe by sea through 22 February, sharply down from 105,427
a year earlier.

These data include the death toll reported this week from a boat with as many
as 133 passengers on board that foundered off Az Zawiyah, near Tripoli on
this past Sunday.

According to an IOM source at the scene, the human smugglers stole the
craft’s engine and left the vessel drifting, telling passengers that
authorities were en route to rescue them. “This is becoming a common tactic,”
said IOM Rome spokesman Flavio Di Giacomo. “But when you take an engine from
a boat like this, you can no longer treat it as an ‘incident.’ It is
homicide.”

This year so far, Italy accounted for 10,701 arrivals, Greece 2,223 and Spain
1,000. In the comparable period last year, Greece recorded 97,325 arrivals
and Italy 8,102.

To date in 2017, an estimated 326 migrants died during their deadly journey
on the Mediterranean’s central route linking Libya to Italy, compared with
only two deaths on the Mediterranean’s east corridor to Greece.

News story: Current outage of online
applications

We are currently experiencing an outage to a number of our online systems.

This includes the Insolvency Register, ISCIS Online, Find an Insolvency
Practitioner, Find an Official Receiver, the Debt Relief Order web app, CHAMP
and IP Upload.

Technicians are investigating the issue and are working to resolve the outage
as quickly as possible.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused by this temporary disruption to our
services.

China encourages private sector
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participation in weapons development

The equipment development department under the Central Military Commission
Friday released a document on boosting military-civilian integration in
weapons development.

The document introduced a set of measures to liberalize and regulate the
weapons sector, including slashing restrictions on the types of arms that
private firms are allowed to develop and piloting commercial services for
military procurement in the aerospace industry.

Enterprises producing substandard products, violating confidentiality
policies or in poor operation should be ineligible in weapons development,
the document said.

Avian Influenza – Next Steps

The current Prevention Zone, which expires on 28 February, requires all
keepers of poultry and other captive birds in Wales to keep their birds
indoors or take all appropriate steps to keep them separate from wild birds,
and to enhance biosecurity.

The new Avian Influenza Prevention Zone, which will be in place from 28
February to 30 April, requires all keepers in Wales to put in place mandatory
biosecurity measures and complete a self assessment of biosecurity measures
on their premises. Following this, keepers should then adopt one or more of
the following: (i) house their birds, (ii) keep them totally separate from
wild birds, by use of netting etc or (iii) allow controlled access to outside
areas, subject to applying additional risk mitigation measures.

Dr Christianne Glossop said:

“The Cabinet Secretary’s decision to put in place a new Avian
Influenza Prevention Zone, covering the whole of Wales, until 30
April is based on sound expert and industry advice.  

“The risk of infection from wild birds will not decrease in the
coming weeks. The changes to the new Prevention Zone are
proportionate and place the onus on the keeper to select the best
option for their circumstances to protect their birds. They must,
however, ensure compliance with the additional risk mitigation
measures.”

The Chief Veterinary Officer also spoke of the importance of keepers
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remaining vigilant for signs for the disease and to continue to practice the
very highest levels of biosecurity:  

“Avian Influenza is a notifiable disease, and any suspicion should
be reported immediately to the Animal and Plant Health Agency.
Keepers should practice the highest levels of biosecurity if they
are to minimise the risk of infection.

“I continue to strongly encourage all poultry keepers, even those
with fewer than 50 birds, to provide their details to the Poultry
Register. This will ensure they can be contacted immediately, via
email or text update, in an avian disease outbreak enabling them to
protect their flock at the earliest opportunity.”

Dr Gavin Watkins, a senior veterinary officer within the Welsh Government has
recorded a video message with information and advice on the requirements of
the new Avian Influenza Prevention Zone.

Further guidance, contact details, latest developments and a copy of the new
Declaration are available on the Welsh Government website.  
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