
Appointments to board of Social Care
Wales announced

Social Care Wales will come into effect from 3 April 2017 and will replace
the existing Care Council for Wales.  This change is being made as part of
the Regulation and Inspection of Social Care (Wales) Act 2016.

Minister for Social Services and Public Health, Rebecca Evans has today
announced that the board will be chaired by Arwel Ellis Owen who is the
currently the Chair of the Care Council for Wales board.

The other members will be: Abigail Harris, Aled Roberts, Carl Cooper, Damian
Bridgeman, Donna Hutton, Emma Britton, Grace Quantock, Joanne Kember, Jane
Moore, Kate Hawkins, Peter Max, Rhian Watcyn Jones, and Simon Burch.

Members will serve for a period of four years, from 3 April 2017 until 31
March 2021.

Rebecca Evans said:

“Social Care Wales will be a dynamic and powerful body. It will
take on new responsibilities for driving improvement across our
social care sector, as well as retaining existing responsibilities
for regulating and developing the workforce.

“Following unprecedented interest and a competitive selection
process, I am pleased to announce the membership of the new Social
Care Wales board.  

“The members, headed up by Arwel Ellis Owen, are passionate about,
and committed to, improving social care in Wales. They have a
diverse range of skills, experience and perspectives which makes
them well-placed to drive improvement in social care.

“I look forward to working with Social Care Wales as it ensures we
have a high-quality social care workforce that provides services
fully meeting the needs of people in Wales.”

Press release: New £192 million A556
set to open after weekend work

Cheshire’s brand new A556 dual carriageway is set to open for the first time
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a week today (6 March) following a second round of weekend junction and
carriageway closures to complete the project.

The M56 junctions 7 and 8, M6 junction 19 and the existing A556 will all be
closed next weekend as work to open the new £192 million Knutsford to Bowdon
dual carriageway nears completion.

Work during the first of the 3 scheduled weekend closures was completed
successfully on Monday morning allowing Highways England to confirm next
weekend’s arrangements – another full 56 hour weekend closure running from
9pm next Friday night (3 March) and 5am on the following Monday morning (6
March).

Highways England project manager Paul Hampson said:

We made some excellent progress at the weekend and we won’t need
another full weekend closure until next week – as scheduled.
Everything is looking promising for the road to open a week on
Monday.

Next weekend’s closure will allow the old road to be finally sealed off to
through traffic and for the motorway junctions to be tied into the new dual
carriageway.

Motorway users will be diverted to alternative junctions to leave or join the
M6 or M56:

drivers on the northbound M6 heading for Manchester and Manchester
Airport will need to stay on the M6, join the westbound M56 at Lymm
Interchange (M6 junction 20) and then join the eastbound M56 at junction
10 (Stretton)
drivers on the westbound M56 heading away from Manchester and wanting to
join the southbound M6 will also need to travel to junction 10 at
Stretton – joining the eastbound M56 from there to travel back to Lymm
Interchange and access the southbound M6

Local diversions which will be strictly monitored will also be in place with
access to the A50, Chapel Lane and Mereside Road. A one way system,
travelling southbound, will be in place at Bucklow Hill to allow access for
residents and businesses located between the Bucklow Hill and Mere junctions
along Chester Road. Vehicles must use Mereside Road and Chapel Lane to access
Chester Road. Traffic marshalls will be at Mere and Bucklow Hill junctions to
facilitate the local diversion.

Over the weekend, only the northbound exit slip at junction 19 of the M6 will
remain partially open – allowing drivers to access the southbound, local
authority section, of the A556 towards Northwich.

Drivers are advised to build in some extra time for the diversions and to
check traffic conditions before setting out on journeys. Highways England
provides live traffic information via its website, local and national radio
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travel bulletins, electronic road signs and mobile apps.

Information is also available from Twitter via @highwaysNWEST as well as
services in other regions. Providing they can do so safely, road users can
also call the Highways England customer contact centre on 0300 123 5000 to
keep up to date with road conditions.

The new road and the motorway junctions will be closed for finishing works
during the project’s third and final full weekend of closures between 9pm on
Friday 10 March and 5am on Monday 13 March.

Construction of the new A556 link road, between the M56 and the M6, started
in November 2014 and is part of a £15 billion government investment in
motorways and major A roads by 2021 which is being delivered by Highways
England as part of the Northern Powerhouse initiative.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Policing plan ‘neglects’ rural
Scotland

28 Feb 2017

Justice secretary Michael Matheson has been warned not to neglect rural
Scotland following the publishing of a 10-year strategy for policing.

The single force failed to mention countryside communities once in its
‘Serving a Changing Scotland’, which was released yesterday.

And today, shadow justice secretary Douglas Ross warned the Scottish
Government not to concentrate all its efforts on the central belt when it
embarks on policing reforms.

He pointed out the population of Scotland’s rural communities is growing at a
faster rate than anywhere else north of the border.

And the omission comes despite the strategy highlighting challenges such as
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migration, health and inequality.

But despite that, Mr Matheson failed to give assurances in Holyrood today
when challenged on the issue.

Scottish Conservative shadow justice secretary Douglas Ross said:

“It’s all very well coming up with a plan for Scotland’s cities when it comes
to policing.

“But, as ever with the SNP, its obsession with the central belt leaves rural
communities neglected.

“The document produced by Police Scotland doesn’t mention our rural
communities once, and that’s utterly unacceptable.

“Crime in these parts of the country can differ significantly to offending in
towns and cities, and it’s regrettable the single force isn’t acknowledging
this.

“And when he had a chance in the Scottish Parliament to set the record
straight, Michael Matheson failed to do so.”

The Scottish Conservatives criticised the document when it was published
yesterday:
http://www.scottishconservatives.com/2017/02/police-scotland-changes-must-not
-deplete-the-frontline/

Taiwan’s ‘February 28 Uprising’
unrelated to ‘Taiwan independence’

Archives and witness statements have indicated that Taiwan’s “February 28
Uprising” had nothing to do with “Taiwan independence”.

Tuesday marks the 70th anniversary of the uprising.

Some witnesses recalled the occasion, saying that there were no slogans or
leaflets advocating “Taiwan independence” during the campaign, and most
Taiwan people believed that ideas advocating “Taiwan independence” are false
and absurd.

“What the Taiwan people are seeking is local autonomy, rather than separating
from the motherland,” Li Wei-kuang, head of a Taiwan people association in
Shanghai, was quoted by archives as saying.
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As “Taiwan independence” secessionist forces described the uprising as a
conflict between provinces, Li recalled that people in Taiwan were not
against people from other provinces, but only hoped to seek their help and
cooperate with them.

On Feb. 28, 1947, a Kuomintang (KMT) party enforcement team assaulted a woman
near Taipei railway station as she was selling contraband cigarettes.

The incident caused a bloody confrontation between Taiwan civilians and the
KMT authorities, which developed into an island-wide movement against the
despotic rule of the KMT.

The uprising was a spontaneous mass movement of the people of Taiwan for
democracy and autonomy, but some people in Taiwan interpret the uprising as a
“Taiwan independence” movement, completely distorting the true story.

An Fengshan, spokesperson for the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State Council,
told a press conference last week that “Taiwan independence” secessionist
forces twisted the uprising for their own gain, adding that their intentions
are despicable.

The Taiwan people have a glorious tradition of patriotism, and participants
of the uprising made enormous contributions to territorial integrity.

People across Taiwan also marked the civilian uprising to mourn the victims
and calling for an understanding of the true nature of the event.

Among various ceremonies held across the island Tuesday, a symposium was held
and attended by more than 100 people including participants of the uprising
and their family members, as well as historians and academics.

“The Feb. 28 uprising was against the despotic rule of the Kuomintang Party
(KMT) on the island at that time, and has no connection with current ‘Taiwan
independence,'” said Chen Ming-chung, 88, a participant of the uprising.

Press release: Patel: women are key to
building post-conflict stability

Countries will only be able to fully recover from conflict if they involve
women in building security and stability, International Development Secretary
Priti Patel said today following a visit to Afghanistan.

Ms Patel welcomed the progress Afghanistan has made on women’s rights and
girls’ education since the Taliban’s repressive rule. But ahead of
International Women’s Day next month, she warned that countries like
Afghanistan will only achieve security and prosperity if women have the
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opportunity to play a full and active role in business, politics,
peacebuilding and shaping the future of their country.

During her visit, Ms Patel saw a HALO Trust training site where UK funding is
helping staff learn to identify and safely remove mines and other unexploded
ordnance, saving lives and reclaiming land that can be used for agriculture
and building. She also met female HALO workers who identify and map the
location of mines for disposal, as well as educating communities and children
on the dangers of unexploded ordnance.

Ms Patel also met First Lady Rula Ghani, a champion of women’s rights in
Afghanistan. And she spoke to female students, teachers and community
advocates who benefit from UK funding that has helped provide education to
more than 300,000 girls from rural and impoverished communities, who would
have had no opportunity to learn under Taliban rule.

Priti Patel said:

Afghanistan can only succeed in creating a secure and prosperous
future if girls and women are put at the heart of its political and
economic development.

Women and girls are key to delivering real and lasting peace and
stability in countries like Afghanistan – and that is clearly in
the UK’s interests as well.

Together, the UK and Afghanistan have made huge progress so far.
The inspirational girls and women I met during my visit will be
instrumental in charting Afghanistan’s path to prosperity.

Whilst in Afghanistan, the International Development Secretary also met
President Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Officer Abdullah Abdullah. She
reaffirmed the UK’s enduring commitment to working with the Afghan Government
and civil society to improve rights for women and girls, and underlined that
this was a critical part of the UK’s pledge of up to £750 million, made at
the Brussels Development Conference last year.

She also spent two days in Pakistan prior to visiting Afghanistan. Whilst
there, she met Finance Minister Senator Ishaq Dar, the Chief Minister of
Punjab, Shahbaz Sharif and Ahsan Iqbal, Minister of Planning and Development.

She visited a UK-funded health centre that provides primary healthcare
services including delivering babies, treating child malnutrition,
immunisations and family planning services. She also visited a tuberculosis
and leprosy hospital to see how UK support is helping to provide state of the
art facilities to diagnose and treat patients.

Notes to editors

Today, more than seven million children in Afghanistan are attending1.
school and 39% of them are girls; there has been significant progress in



maternal healthcare; and women now hold 28% of parliamentary seats.
Legislatively, women’s rights have been enshrined in the 20042.
Constitution, recognising gender equality and women’s right to education
and to work.
Significant challenges remain, however. Afghanistan still ranks among3.
the lowest in the world for gender equality. Female literacy rates are
extremely low at 17%, only 19% of women are in work, and an estimated
87% of women experience violence, abuse and sexual harassment in private
and public life.
UK funding has helped 2.5 million girls get an education, including the4.
300,000 under the Girls Education Challenge programme that supported the
teachers and students that the International Development Secretary met
during his visit.
The UK is also providing services and access to justice for women5.
victims of violence and helping thousands of women access quality jobs
and gain business skills. It is also helping to train security and
police forces to provide better support on gender and violence issues.
International Women’s Day takes place on 8th March and is a global day6.
celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of
women. The theme of International Women’s Day 2017 is ‘Be Bold for
Change’.


