
Beijing spends US$2.3 bln in cleaning
waterways

Beijing’s Tongzhou district, the capital city’s subcenter under construction,
plans to spend 16 billion yuan (2.3 billion U.S. dollars) treating polluted
waterways.

The investment will cover landscaping, pipelines, treatment of polluted
creeks and wetlands, according to Tongzhou Water Authority on Friday.

About 90 percent of the funds will be raised through the public private
partnership model and the rest directly comes from the government.

To address overcrowding and congestion, Beijing is building the subcenter in
Tongzhou where the municipal government will move. Beijing has a population
of nearly 22 million.

“The city subcenter faces big tasks in treatment of sewage, small and medium
riverways,” said Jin Shudong, head of the Beijing Water Authority.

Tongzhou will address the pollution of 16 rivers upstream which flow into the
district and step up efforts to improve the overall water environment, he
said.

This year, Tongzhou will start construction of 80 sewage treatment plants or
stations and complete cleaning 53 polluted waterway stretches.

By 2020, more than 95 percent of sewage in Tongzhou will undergo treatment.

Meanwhile, Tongzhou will cover 3,466 hectares of land with grass or trees
this year. In the future, the subcenter will build more than 30 parks to
realize there are green belts or parks within a radius of 500 meters.

Shanghai Disney Resort rewards
outstanding volunteers

Nearly 100 outstanding volunteers and their families enjoyed a day of magic
at Shanghai Disneyland Friday, to celebrate community volunteerism and the
upcoming China Youth Volunteer Service Day.

These volunteers, including a torchbearer of the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games,
were selected by the Shanghai Volunteer Foundation as the first group of
recipients of the Shanghai Disney Resort Outstanding Volunteer Recognition
Program.
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The program, founded by Shanghai Disney Resort and the Shanghai Volunteer
Foundation, began on December 5 last year, International Volunteer Day.

In the program, 1,000 volunteers and their families will be recognized and
invited to enjoy a day at Shanghai Disneyland to reward their contributions
to society.

“It is one of Disney’s core values to promote community volunteerism wherever
we operate, including here in Shanghai. Through the program, we look forward
to working together with the Shanghai Volunteer Foundation to pursue our
shared vision of promoting community volunteerism throughout the city,” said
Philippe Gas, general manager of Shanghai Disney Resort.

The China Youth Volunteer Service Day is on March 5, the memorial day of Lei
Feng, a young soldier in the 1960s, known for his lifetime of selflessly
service to others.

As of early February, Shanghai Disneyland had received over 7 million
visitors since it opened in June 2016.

Economy Secretary opens new library in
Holywell

The new facility, which is located within Holywell Leisure centre, will offer
modern and vibrant facilities to local residents. 

Ken Skates hopes that the library’s location within Holywell  leisure centre
will draw in new users who might not have visited a stand alone library. 

The library is a joint project between the Welsh Government and Flintshire
Council and has been supported by a £120,000 from Welsh Government with the
remainder of the funding coming from Flintshire Council. The total cost of
the project is £235,580. 

The Economy Secretary was joined at the visit by pupils from  Whitford and
 St. Winefride Primary Schools. He said: 

“I am really pleased to be officially  opening this excellent new
facility in Holywell. It is the result of a successful partnership
between Welsh Government and Flintshire Council and will offer
vibrant and modern services to  local people. 

“The location of the library within the leisure centre will open up
a wide variety of learning, culture and leisure opportunities to
people who may not have visited their local library before. 
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“This is something I am committed to as it will not only ensure
that more people access the excellent services offered by Holywell
Library, but also help to ensure the library’s long term viability.

“Another benefit of co-locating the library with the leisure centre
is that some of its services will be available to users even when
the library is not staffed – something I hope will attract even
more users.” 

Leader of Flintshire County Council, Councillor Aaron Shotton, said:

“I am delighted to see the library relocated to its new home in the
leisure centre.  This modern hub in Holywell is similar to the one
which was opened at Deeside Leisure Centre last year.  

“Co-location means that customers are able to access a wider range
of services in one convenient place.  This move supports the
Council’s Community Asset Transfer programme.”

At the official opening the Economy Secretary also witnessed the signing of
the co-operative agreement for the Holywell Leisure Centre which will see it
being handed to the community. The agreement is between Flintshire County
Council and the Holywell Leisure Centre Group with Holywell Town Council
providing funding support in 2017/18.

Owning a House Becomes Easier for Army
Personnel

Army personnel by virtue of deployment in remote areas find it extremely
difficult to invest time in buying a good house,

Notice: DN18 6JL, Cemex UK Cement
Limited: environmental permit draft
decision advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
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operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. In some cases they also consult on draft decisions
for environmental permits. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement
These notices explain:

the Environment Agency’s proposed decision and the reasons and
considerations on which they’ve based this
additional relevant information available since the application was
advertised
any information or guidance provided by the Secretary of State relevant
to the application
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