Press release: Planned roadworks in
the North East: summary for Monday 27
March to Sunday 2 April 2017

The following summary of planned new and ongoing road improvements over the
coming week is correct as of Friday 24 March but could be subject to change
due to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. All our improvement
work is carried out with the aim of causing as little disruption as possible.

Al junction 56 Barton to junction 51 Leeming Bar

There will be phases of overnight lane closures and full carriageway closures
while work takes place to upgrade the road to motorway standards. There will
also be narrow lanes and a 50mph speed restriction 24 hours a day. On Monday
27 March there will be a carriageway closure southbound at junction 56

Barton. There will also be a carriageway closure northbound and southbound at
Scotch Corner interchange and a partial closure of Scotch Corner interchange.

From Tuesday 28 to Friday 31 March there will be a carriageway closure
southbound at junction 56 and a partial closure of Scotch Corner roundabout.
Then on Saturday 1 April and Sunday 2 April there will be a partial closure
of Scotch Corner interchange. All these closures will take place between 8pm
and 6am with diversions in place. From 8pm on Friday 3 March through to mid
April the junction 56 northbound exit slip will be closed 24/7 with a
diversion.

Al Blaydon Haugh Viaduct, junction 73 to junction
74, Newcastle Upon Tyne

There is a 50mph limit in operation over Blaydon Haugh Viaduct due to the
installation of temporary plates over defective viaduct joints. From Monday
27 March to Sunday 2 April there will be a carriageway closure northbound
between 8pm and 6am. All these closures will take place with a diversion in
place.

Al Morpeth, Northumberland

There will be work ongoing until spring 2017 for the construction of a
bypass. There will be various phases of daytime and night time lane and
carriageway closures, with narrow lanes and a 40mph speed restriction in
place. On Friday 31 March there will be a carriageway closure in place north
and southbound between 8pm and 6am with diversions.
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Al Warreners House to Earsdon, Northumberland

There will be convoy working in place north and southbound for resurfacing
work. This will take place until Tuesday 28 March between 8pm and 6am.

Al Warreners House, Northumberland

There will be traffic signals in place north and southbound for horticultural
work. This will take place on Monday 27 until Thursday 30 March between
9.30am and 3.30pm.

Al19 Silverlink, North Tyneside

There will be a 24 hour 30mph speed restriction with narrow lanes for
interchange improvement work. This project is due for completion in March
2019.

A66 Long Newton, Stockton on Tees

There will be 24 hour traffic signals in operation on the slip road and
interchange for construction work. This will take place until Friday 31
March.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Planned roadworks in
the North West: summary for Monday 27
to Sunday 2 April 2017

The following summary of planned new and ongoing road improvements over the
coming week is correct as of Friday 24 March and could be subject to change
due to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. All our improvement
work is carried out with the aim of causing as little disruption as possible.
Drivers looking for roadworks information (such as overnight carriageway
closures) for individual schemes should now visit Traffic England. Some of
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our larger schemes have project pages giving other information. These can now
be accessed from a dedicated regional page.

M53 junctions 1 to 2 (Wallasey to Upton)

Work to upgrade the safety barrier in the central reservation between
junctions 1 and 2 on the M53 started on Monday 6 February. Lane closures will
be in place overnight, with some full carriageway closures later in the
project.

M56 junctions 10 to 11 (Stretton to Preston Brook)

Work to upgrade the safety barrier and paint new road markings on the M56
near Warrington started on Monday 30 January. Lane closures will be in place
overnight between 8pm and 5am, Monday to Friday. The project is due to be
completed by the end of March.

M6 junctions 16 to 19 (Cheshire smart motorway)

Work is underway to upgrade the M6 to a smart motorway between Crewe and
Knutsford, converting the hard shoulder to an extra lane and introducing new
variable speed limits. Narrow lanes and a temporary 50mph speed limit are in
place for the safety of drivers and workers. Overnight lane closures are in
place this week on both carriageways.

M6 junction 2l1la/M62 junction 10 (Croft Interchange)

Construction work is taking place on a major project to tackle congestion and
improve the flow of traffic between the M6 and M62 at Croft Interchange. A
50mph speed limit, backed by average speed cameras, will be in place along
main carriageways of both the M6 and M62 and interchange link roads. Some
overnight slip road closures will also take place.

M6 junction 2la to J23

Northbound carriageway closure for carriageway surfacing works. Taking place
on 25th and 26th March between the hours of 9pm and 5am.

M6 junction 22 to 23

Northbound carriageway closure for carriageway surfacing works. Taking place
on the 27th March between the hours 9pm and 5am.

M6 junctions 29 to 30 (M65 to M61 interchanges)

Overnight resurfacing work is taking place on the M6 between 8pm and 5am,
Monday to Friday. Clearly signed diversions will be in place, and the scheme
is due to be completed in May.
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M6 junction 38 Tebay

Night time single lane running 8pm to 6am with 2 lanes open during the day
with a temp speed limit of 50mph Southbound. Works are for resurfacing and
will be complete by the end of March

M6 Between Todhills and Junction 43

Night time full closure of the Southbound carriageway for bridge impact
damage repair. 8pm and 6am. Works to be completed by the end of March.

M60 junction 8 to M62 junction 20 (Sale to
Rochdale)

A major smart motorway scheme is taking place to cut congestion and improve
journey times on parts of the M6O and the M62 in Greater Manchester. The
scheme involves overnight slip road and carriageway closures, with narrow
lanes and a temporary 50mph speed limit in place for the safety of drivers
and road workers.

There will be a full carriageway closure on the M62 junctions 18 to 20
eastbound on Monday 27 March to Friday 31 March — 8pm to 6am.

M602 junction 2 Eccles

The westbound entry slip road will be closed for three nights from Monday 20
March for maintenance work.

A56 Haslingden Bypass between M66 Junction 1 and
A680 Bent Gate roundabout

Work is due to start 27 March for approximately one week to include the
replacement of traffic sensors and cables and renewal of road markings.. Road
closures on the northbound and southbound carriageways, between 8pm and 5am
(by 7am at weekends), Monday to Friday, will be in place on the A56
Haslingden Bypass between M66 Junction 1 and A680 Bent Gate roundabout. The
A682 southbound carriageway will also be closed between the junctions of New
Hall Hey Road and the A56. Localised signed diversion routes will be in
place.

A585 West Drive to Fleetwood Cycleway

Work is taking place on a new shared footpath and cycleway between West Drive
and Fleetwood. Daytime narrow lanes and a temporary 30mph speed limit are
being used along the route to help provide a safe space for workers
constructing the new shared paths with night time traffic signal work. The
project is due to be completed by the end of March.



A585 Amounderness Way, Thornton

Temporary traffic lights will be in place between West Drive and Bourne Way
until Saturday 8 April for maintenance and inspection work.

A590 Lindal in Furness

Work is being carried out to tackle flooding between Pennington Lane and Bank
End Cottages. 24hr temporary traffic lights are now in place until late
March.

A590 Brettargh Holt to Newby Bridge

Lane closures will be in place 24 hours a day while junction improvement work
is carried out by the A5074. The scheme is due to be completed by the end of
March.

A590 Foulshaw Moss

There will be temporary traffic lights in place while construction work 1is
carried out at the junction. The scheme is due to be completed by the end of
March.

A66 Bassenthwaite Lake

A contraflow system is in place while work is carried out on the embankment
in the central reservation next to Bass Lake. The scheme is due to be
completed in the spring.

A66 Keswick

Work started on Monday (20 March) on a 6 week bridge repairs project on the
bridge over the River Greta. This is a dual carriageway stretch of the road
and 1 lane will be closed in each direction during the work — between
Crosthwaite roundabout and Brierley Interchange — with a 40mph speed limit in
place. Work will take place between 6am and 8pm each day. Laybys in the area
and a footpath under the bridge will be closed throughout the scheme. There
will also be a ban on vehicles over 44 tonnes using the bridge, again for the
duration of the work.

A66 Thornthwaite (Osprey Site)

Flood resilience work is continuing with overnight carriageway closures in
place between 8pm and 6am until the end of March. Clearly-signed diversions
are in place. During the day, temporary traffic lights are in use along with
a 40mph speed limit.



A66 Marron Bridge

Maintenance is underway on Marron Bridge, between Broughton Cross and
Bridgefoot. Overnight closures are in place between 9pm and 5am, with a
clearly-signed diversion. Due to the temporary bridging plates, a 30mph speed
limit backed by speed cameras is required during the day. The project is due
to be completed in March.

A66 Brough

Resurfacing and drainage work is taking place on the eastbound carriageway at
Brough. Overnight slip road closures will be in place between 8pm and 6am,
along with lane closures 24 hours a day.

B6167 Lancashire Hill (M60 junction 1 to 27
Cycleway improvement scheme)

A 24 hour lane closure and footpath closure will be place on the B6167
Lancashire Hill between the junctions of Nicholson Street and Knightsbridge
from 8 March for ten weeks for a cycle improvement scheme.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Environmental recovery key to post-
conflict development in Colombia — UN

agency

24 March 2017 — Concluding a mission to Colombia, a multi-disciplinary team
of United Nations environment experts have highlighted that the country has a
unique opportunity to promote sustainable and resilient livelihoods in which
the nature serves as the foundation for long-lasting peace.

In a news release today, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said that
different rebel groups and criminal gangs, which controlled large parts of
the country for decades, illegally extracted and exploited natural resources
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leading to major environmental damage, including illegal cropping,
deforestation and the unregulated use of hazardous chemicals.

The UN team’s visit and aerial inspection of the Quito and Atrato rivers
uncovered the scale of environmental challenges brought by large scale and
mechanized illegal operations.

“The environmental destruction in the Quito river basin is significant in
terms of scope and magnitude, due to a combination of illegal mining and
deforestation,” read the release.

Also, the release of Mercury (one of the most hazardous chemicals used in
mining) into the environment has added significant challenges given the
potential that the heavy, toxic, metal can reach the community through air,
water and food chain.

The UN team was invited by the Colombian President, Juan Manuel Santos, to
identify priority actions towards mitigating the health and livelihood risks
from the environmental damage in priority areas for post-conflict
development.

n

“Environment is at the heart of post-conflict development in Colombia,” said
Leo Heileman, the Director of the UNEP Regional Office for Latin America and
the Caribbean, noting that the UN agency “will unwaveringly stand by Colombia
during the post-conflict phase.”

Initial support proposed by UNEP includes technical recommendations and
training for the effective implementation of environmental peace-building
projects; strategic environmental assessment of key post-conflict
interventions; advice on measures to improve social, economic and
environmental conditions for the extractive sector and to remediate damage
caused by illegal operations; and strengthening of the institutional and
technical capacities.

On its part, the Colombian Government emphasized the importance of
strengthening the environmental dividends of peace and fostering green growth
as pillars for sustainable development, noted the UNEP news release.

Notice: DT2 8QR, Mr Jonathan Walsh:
environmental permit application
advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
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Participation Statement

These notices explain:

e what the application is about

e which Environment Agency office you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register

e when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

e whether to grant or refuse the application

New EU project to enhance coastal
infrastructure in Wales and Ireland

More than €3m of EU funds is being invested in the Ecostructure project,
which will develop and trial new methods to enhance the quality of coastal
structures, including sea-walls and tidal lagoons, through more ecologically-
sensitive design.

The project has been funded through the Ireland-Wales co-operation programme,
which is helping to strengthen economic links and collaboration between the
two countries.

Welsh Government Finance Secretary Mark Drakeford said:

“Cross-border projects between Wales and Ireland are important
because they bring together expertise from both nations to meet
shared challenges and opportunities from our Irish Sea border.

“Aberystwyth University and its partners will benefit from more €3m
of EU funds to deliver this project. It’'s another example of the
advantages to Wales of continued access to EU co-operation
programmes after the UK leaves the EU.”

The investment in Ecostructure will help to modernise future coastal
development, create new business opportunities for local companies and
improve the protection of wildlife and local ecosystems.
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The project will be led by Aberystwyth University, in collaboration with
University College Dublin, Bangor University, University College Cork and
Swansea University.

Dr Joe Ironside, from Aberystwyth University’s Institute of Biological,
Environmental and Rural Sciences, said:

“In response to increased storminess and rising sea levels, as well
as the need for sustainable renewable energy generation, hard
coastal infrastructure is likely to increase along Irish Sea
coastlines.

“In Wales and Ireland, we currently rely on man-made sea defences
to protect many of our most important cities, towns and transport
links from floods and storms.

“These artificial structures tend to provide poor habitats for
wildlife, but the eco-engineering we’ll be trialling through this
project has huge potential for improving coastal infrastructure and
better protecting ecosystems and marine life.”



