Labour are “Fiddling while our NHS
burns” warn Greens

2. Press Releases

Responding to Labour’s announcement that they plan to use NHS money to buy
care home beds[1l], Green Party Co-Leader, Carla Denyer, said,

“Labour is fiddling while our NHS burns.

“This rehashed plan barely touches the edges of the scale of investment
needed.

“They’re correct to say that we need proper investment in social care to
relieve the pressure on the NHS.

“But they are offering no honest solution to how they would tax people more
to pay for the changes needed.

“Simply expecting NHS Trusts to cough up more money when budgets are already
overstretched isn’t a solution.”

She continued,

“Years of underfunding have left over 400,000 people awaiting care and
created 150,000 staff vacancies.

“Our Green social care investment plan of £20bn will restore dignity by
guaranteeing everyone free personal care in their home, massively reducing
the number of people ending up in hospital in the first place.

Only the Greens are being honest about the huge investment needed to fix
fourteen years of Conservative failure.”
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reveal offer for arts and culture
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The Green Party has today pledged an extra £5bn over five years for local
government spending to keep local museums, theatres, music venues, libraries
and art galleries open and thriving.

The Party says its Green MPs will push for VAT to be axed on local theatre
and cultural events and for hospitality. Greens are also calling for
musicians to have access to visa-free travel to the EU.

Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay said:

“Our cultural and heritage venues have been victim to savage government cuts
over the years. That's why the Greens are pulling back the curtain to reveal
our offer for arts, heritage and culture. We want to give local authorities a
£5bn boost over 5 years to help keep local museums, theatres, small music
venues, libraries and art galleries open and thriving.

“Arts, heritage and culture are important to many people’s enjoyment of life
and help boost mental health and wellbeing. These sectors also make a
valuable contribution to the UK economy.

“Green MPs will also push for cultural events — everything from theatre and
museum tickets to gigs in local pubs — to be exempt from paying VAT. We also
want to see hospitality served up VAT free. We believe this will give these
sectors a much-needed further boost.

“Finally, since Brexit, British musicians have faced costly bills to obtain
visas if they wish to play in some EU countries. Greens want visa free travel
to the EU for musicians and will press the next government to negotiate an
arrangement for this at the earliest possible opportunity.”
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The IFS have today warned that 250,000 children will be hit by the two-child
benefit cap next year, rising to an extra half a million by 2029. Green Party
Co-Leader, Adrian Ramsay, responded saying,

“Greens have unequivocally pledged to scrap the two-child benefit cap in our
fully costed manifesto.

“Today I am urging the Labour Party to show real strength and conviction and
join us in making this pledge.

“This one decision could lift 250,000 children out of poverty.

“The power to do this will be in Labour’s hands.

“But I want to be very clear.

“If they fail to do this, elected Green MPs will not let this rest.

“We will push them every day of the next parliament demanding that they do
what is right.

“That is what a Green vote will enable — voices in parliament to keep Labour

honest on these important issues.”
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“Sticking the word green in front of a
plan doesn’t make it Green”

2. Press Releases

Responding to Labour’s plans unveiled today that see them pledge £7.3bn to
accelerate the green transition, Green Party Co-Leader, Carla Denyer, said,

“Sticking the word ‘green’ in front of a plan doesn’t make it Green.
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“Far from it in Labour'’s case.

“The headline figure of £7.3bn falls massively short of the £40bn per year
that Greens have committed to spend.

“Our priorities for a truly Green transition include retrofitting homes to
make them warmer and cheaper to run, investing in modern electric railways,
investing in our sewage and wastewater infrastructure.

“Issues that the Labour Party are silent on.

“We can afford to do this because we are honest about the need to tax those
with the broadest shoulders more.

“Labour, like the Conservatives, are part of a conspiracy of silence around
tax and spend.

“They keep telling you they won’t tax more but then keep up an illusion that
front line services and infrastructure investment won’t be impacted.

“Don’t believe them.

“Vote for a party offering real change and real hope.”
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Back of the net: Greens mark Euros
kick off with football offer worth
celebrating

The Green Party today is celebrating Euro 2024 kicking off with a game-
changing offer to football fans that will see billions invested and money
from professional clubs transferred to local communities.

The Green offer includes a £5bn package to invest in community sports and
culture that will see grassroots sports clubs properly funded.

In addition The Green Party has unveiled a new funding proposition that would
see local authorities enabled to invest in shares in professional sports
clubs which operate in their area as a means of maintaining a connection
between the club and its community. Any dividends paid to the authority would
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then be reinvested into public sporting facilities or coaching programmes in
the area.

Alongside these financial offers, Greens also have policies to support
grassroots football. Greens have also drawn up plans for example to allow
local clubs access to school sports facilities outside teaching hours to
ensure maximum use of a valuable resource.

The set of announcements comes on the back of a new GMB study based on a FOI
request that shows nearly one thousand football pitches have been lost since
the Conservatives took power 14 years ago. The Green Party manifesto pledges
to enable local authorities to maintain key sporting infrastructure including
pools and playing fields stating that these need to be used across all
sections of the community to ensure sport is inclusive.

Commenting, Co-Leader and lifelong fan Norwich City fan, Adrian Ramsay, said,
“AlLl over the country millions play grassroots football. It builds
friendships, keeps people healthy and has an immeasurable impact on happiness
and wellbeing. But grassroots football needs support. Greens have pledged a
£5billion fund to support community sports and culture that will sit
alongside an innovative funding mechanism that will allow local authorities
to invest in professional football clubs to reinvest dividends back into
their community.”

He continued, “This weekend football fans won’t just be cheering on Scotland
and England, they will also be heading out to grassroots summer tournaments

all over the country. We can’t underestimate the value that this has for our
communities. And we will do all we can to support it every step of the way.”

Ahead of the first game of the Euros kicking off Ramsay added, “With 3
Norwich players in the Scotland squad I will be cheering them along tonight
and I will of course be watching the England opener on Sunday and I wish them
all the very best at this tournament. I'm sure they will do us proud.”
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