Green pressure sees Government finally
publish shelved employment status law
review

10 February 2017

* Greens condemn Department for Business, Innovation and Skills for not
publishing employment status law review for more than a year

* Jonathan Bartley, Green co-leader: “As Tory ministers sat on the review’s
findings workers everywhere have been left to fend for themselves”

The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has finally published a
review into employment status law [1] which was launched and then shelved
under the Coalition Government.

The publication, more than two years after the review’s launch in October
2014, and more than 13 months after the report was seemingly ready for
publication in December 2015, came after repeated calls from Green co-leader
Jonathan Bartley for the Government to stop “sitting on the findings” [2].

The report’s belated publication coincides with a court ruling today
(February 10) which found a plumber working on a self-employed contract is in
fact entitled to the rights of a worker [3].

Bartley wrote an open letter to the Prime Minister in October last year [2]
calling for the review to be published after a similar ruling found two Uber
drivers were not self-employed but entitled to workers’ rights.

Bartley said:

“It is shameful that Tory ministers have sat on the findings of the
Coalition’s review into employment status. As they did so workers everywhere
have been living in increasing insecurity and left to fend for themselves.

“Without legislation which adequately safeguards their rights these workers
have been badly let down and it is clear this review should have been
published at the earliest opportunity — in 2015.

“More and more court rulings are showing what can be achieved when people
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take control and stand up against exploitation and demonstrating how woefully
insufficient our employment status law it is for dealing with modern
employment practices.

“It is welcome that these issues are now being addressed by the ongoing
review led by Matthew Taylor of the RSA, but the substantial and important
findings of the report just published should have been put in the public
domain long before now, so as to inform debate and help formulate ideas for
law reform.”

Notes:

1. https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/fil
e/585383/employment-status-review-2015. pdf

2. https://www.greenparty.org.uk/news/2016/10/28/green-party-open-letter-to
-theresa-may-landmark-uber-ruling-means-government-must-reveal-findings-
of-shelved-employment-status-law-review/

3. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-38931211
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News story: Work underway at Kilbowie
Road, Clydebank

From:
First published:
10 February 2017

Extensive works to fill a 62 metre deep unrecorded mine shaft that caused a
collapse under Kilbowie Road in Clydebank are underway.

The Coal Authority has taken responsibility for the site and the repair works
will take between 6 to 8 weeks to complete.

Only a 6 metre deep hole is visible at the road surface, but this leads to
the shaft which goes down a further 56 metres to a total depth of 62 metres.

Work began last week with stone, pressurised grouting and a concrete plug
being needed to stabilise the ground. Once the shaft is filled, work will
begin on reconstructing the road.
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Tim Marples, Head of Public Safety and Subsidence for the Coal Authority,
said that work to repair the collapse in Kilbowie Road has already begun.

He added: “The unrecorded shaft at Kilbowie Road is one of our top
operational priorities and our prime concern is the safety of the public.

“Our engineers have designed a solution to safely fill the shaft and repair
the road and we’re working with West Dunbartonshire Council and the utility
companies on our proposals.

“This particular repair is complicated by the exposed utility services within
the 62 metre deep void, which we’re working to protect.

“From our experience, the work will take between 6 to 8 weeks to complete and
cost in the region of £250,000.

“Our aim is get the road re-opened as soon as possible to minimise the impact
on local residents and traffic. We apologise for the inconvenience and
disruption caused presently and during the forthcoming works.”

For more details please read the full press release

For further updates please visit West Dunbartonshire Council’s website

News story: Britain and Cyprus Step Up
Defence Co-Operation

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon and Cypriot Defence Minister
Christoforos Fokaides signed a Defence Co-operation Programme in the capital
Nicosia today, agreeing to closer working.

Building on the agreement signed last year, the Ministers agreed that the key
regional partners would now work closely across Special Forces, counter
terrorism, Crisis Response, intelligence, Air Defence, hybrid warfare and
cyber.

Improved Maritime Search and Rescue co-operation will be a particular focus,
and during his visit Sir Michael offered Cyprus the chance to display
alongside the international community at Royal International Air Tattoo 2017
and reviewed opportunities for naval personnel exchanges.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

Britain is stepping up its global role and Cyprus is a key partner
in promoting European security and stability.
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We have now committed to strengthen our defence partnership with
greater co-operation in areas such as counter terrorism, maritime
security, and crisis response.

The Defence Secretary also announced the continuing commitment to train
senior Cypriot Officers at the Royal College of Defence Studies together with
other training being opened up on the Advanced Command and Staff Course.

While in Cyprus, Sir Michael visited the Zenon Joint Rescue Coordination
Centre, on the island’s south coast. Extending the Republic of Cyprus’ crisis
response capability, the centre incorporates modern maritime surveillance and
warning systems and is central to Cyprus’s efforts to tackle illegal human
trafficking.

Sir Michael’s visit comes at an important time for Cyprus, following the UN-
facilitated talks held in Geneva in January, and as negotiations continue
towards a solution to the long-standing Cyprus issue. The Defence Secretary
confirmed that as a Guarantor Power, the UK will do whatever necessary to
secure a settlement and our priority is for both sides to find an agreement
allowing each community to feel secure.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon met UK Armed Forces personnel at RAF
Akrotiri during the visit. Crown Copyright.

The Defence Secretary also took the opportunity to thank the Cyriot Minister
for their support to Op Shader, with British aircraft operating from RAF
Akrotiri, and Cyprus’ own contribution including to the foreign fighters part
of the campaign. Sir Michael visited RAF Akrotiri, meeting with 903
Expeditionary Airwing later in the day. Since Sir Michael’s last visit in
September last year, the RAF has attacked 330 further terrorist targets in
and around Mosul, working in the closest possible cooperation with the brave
Iraqi troops.

Press release: Safety improvement
scheme announced for A35 in Dorset

The 10-week road improvement scheme is scheduled to start in early April and
will not only improve safety for road users, but will also improve crossing
facilities for pedestrians.

Included in the work will be reconfigured lane markings, a signalised
pedestrian crossing, the installation of speed activated signs in both
directions, a new, high-friction road surface and signage.

Highways England operations and maintenance team leader Nick Reed said:
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We have been liaising with our local authority partners and
listening to communities to make sure we have the right junction
layout in place for this scheme.

We have looked at all of the available safety measures for this
junction and we are now in a position to start the safety
improvement scheme.

Traffic management will be in place during the work, we will be
working to keep disruption to a minimum and further details will be
available in due course.

The safety improvement scheme is expected to cost around £560,000 and is due
to be completed in mid-June, in time for the summer holidays.

During any roadworks, Highways England advises drivers to plan their journeys
and allow extra time while they are being delivered.

Drivers can get up-to-the-minute travel information by phoning the Highways
England Information Line on 0300 123 5000 or by accessing the website.

Further information regarding current and planned roadworks in the South West
region plus neighbouring regions, including the programme, can be found on
the Highways England website.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Green Party condemns Boris Johnson’s
push to keep selling arms to Saudi
Arabia after bombing
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The Green Party is horrified by the revelation Boris Johnson urged the UK to
continue selling weapons to Saudi Arabia after a funeral bombing in Yemen
last October [1].

The airstrike, on October 8 last year, claimed the lives of 140 people. A UN
report concluded the attack had breached international humanitarian law [2].

Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, said:

“These letters reveal Boris Johnson’s stunning disregard for human rights. He
went out of his way to ensure arms were sold to a brutal, oppressive regime
knowing full well such weapons had previously been used to kill innocent
Yemenis and could be again. Johnson has shown utter contempt not just for the
140 people who lost their lives in the Sana’a bombing but also for the people
whose lives he put at risk with this terrible decision.

“Britain should stop selling arms to Saudi Arabia immediately. UK weapons
must not be used to violate international law and human rights.”

Notes:

1. https://www.thequardian.com/politics/2017/feb/10/boris-johnson-urged-uk-
to-continue-saudi-arms-sales-after-funeral-bombing
2. http://www.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-security-saudi-un-idUSKCN12K2F1
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