
Remarks by Commissioner Avramopoulos
on progress made under the European
Agenda on Migration

Dear all,

I have been in this pressroom many times to update you on the migratory
situation, the progress made and the challenges ahead of us. 

Today may seem no different, but it is different. 

For one, it is different because we are no longer facing disproportionate
uncontrolled migration arrivals to our shores.  

The comprehensive approach established by the EU and its Member States over
the past four years has delivered tangible results.   

We have deepened cooperation with partners outside the EU, saved almost
700,000 lives in the Mediterranean, and better protected our external
borders.  

As a result, arrivals are below those in 2014, and we will continue our work
so that they go down even further. 

But today is also different because we are no longer in a “business as usual
mode”. Over the past years, we have reacted swiftly to the most pressing
urgencies and emergencies. Being in “crisis mode” was our “business as usual”
in fact.  

While our joint actions such as the relocation scheme or the creation of the
hotspots or the saving of desperate people at sea were indeed effective,
these were primarily immediate reactions to the most pressing issues.  

Of course, we must and we will remain vigilant, but we cannot just keep using
patches or stopgaps to repair the house. We need structural and strong
foundations. 

We have learnt from the past few years that all our actions are
interconnected and that all the pieces have to fit together.  

This is why there are three key areas – the three key bricks of our house –
where crucial and decisive progress has to be made in the coming weeks. 

In our external action, we need to now expand and apply the integrated “whole
route” approach we have been using along the Central and Eastern
Mediterranean Routes to the Western Mediterranean route, the only place where
arrivals are on the rise.  

We need to improve the implementation of our 17 readmission agreements and 6
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operational arrangements that we already have so far, and we want to go
beyond.  

We want to conclude ongoing negotiations and develop new arrangements with
partners in Sub-Saharan Africa and Asia.  

Member States and the European Parliament should also swiftly agree to adopt
the revised return rules to allow for quicker and more effective return
procedures.  

Finally, Member States should continue enhancing legal pathways, both for
those who need protection through resettlement as well as for talent from
abroad, through an improved Blue Card and the launch of pilot projects for
labour migration. 

A second key building blocks are our external borders. We published a new
survey today that shows that nearly 80% of our citizens think the EU should
be more involved in helping Member States to secure the EU’s external
borders. 

Over the last years, we experienced consistent gaps in equipment and human
resources for the operationalisation of the European Border and Coast Guard. 

We now need to work towards a standing corps of 10,000 borders guards, to be
ready and fully capable to address the current and future needs. 

In addition, following all the efforts and actions undertaken to better
protect our external borders and to ensure security, we believe the time has
come to take steps to lift the temporary reintroduction of internal border
controls and fully restore Schengen.  

Almost 70% of our citizens believe that the Schengen area is one of the EU’s
main achievements – we cannot ignore the Europeans’ opinion.

 Thirdly and finally, we come to the key element our migration policy at
home, the load-bearing wall of our house: our common European asylum system.
 

We need to advance on all components, even if we cannot do this at the same
speed for all. 

Our asylum reform includes Dublin, but this reform is not only about Dublin.
 

It is time to be realistic and pragmatic.  

We call on the European Parliament and the Council to adopt the five out of
our seven original proposals, where political agreements is within reach,
before the European Parliamentary elections.  

Because while all of our proposals are linked, each of these instruments will
have an important impact on its own.  



New rules on who qualifies for asylum will take away the incentive for people
to go asylum shopping, because you’ll have the same chances of getting asylum
in every Member State. New rules on our EURODAC database will allow Member
States to store and search facial images as well as fingerprints and make
sure that data doesn’t get erased after 18 months but is stored for five full
years.  

And new rules on reception conditions will create new reporting obligations
for asylum seekers to help prevent secondary movements. 

These are just a few examples of how each reform has a real added value on
its own.   

At the same time, the Commission is committed to continue to support the
European Parliament and the Council to work towards a political agreement on
the Asylum Procedure Regulation and Dublin Regulation. 

Dublin should bring genuine added value, and should embody the direct
assurance of relief to Member States under pressure, balanced with the
effective exercise of responsibility.

We consider that Member States should contribute to all components of the
comprehensive approach to relieve Member States under pressure: the external
dimension, the external borders and the internal dimension. 

Member States would be expected to pledge on a voluntary basis. 

For times of particular pressure, a safety net must be built into the system,
ensuring that in the absence of sufficient voluntary pledges, real support
can be guaranteed to the Member State concerned.  

Whilst the changes to the Dublin Regulation continue to be finalised, we
could put in place temporary arrangements.  

They would serve as a bridge until the new Dublin Regulation becomes
applicable. 

In view of the home affairs ministerial meeting in two days, and the European
Council next week, we have two messages concerning the establishment of a
future-proof and sustainable migration house: 

–          This is in everyone’s collective interest; 

–          And there is absolutely no time to waste. 

Thank you.



Over 1 500 money mules identified in
worldwide money laundering sting

4 December 2018

Eurojust–Europol–European Banking  Federation (EBF)  joint press release

168 arrested, 1 504 money mules and 140 money mule organisers identified
as a result of the fourth European Money Mule Action ‘EMMA 4’, a global
law enforcement action week tackling the issue of money muling.
The action took place over the course of three months (September-
November 2018).
30 States took part in EMMA 4, alongside Europol, Eurojust and the
European Banking Federation, supported by more than 300 banks.
The joint money muling campaign #DontBeAMule kicks off today to alert
the public to this crime.

Working together with Europol, Eurojust and the European Banking Federation
(EBF), police forces from over 20 States arrested 168 people (so far) as part
of a coordinated money laundering crackdown, the European Money Mule Action
(EMMA). This international swoop, the fourth of its kind, was intended to
tackle the issue of ‘money mules’, who help criminals launder millions of
euros worth of dirty money.

Held over the course of the past three months (September-November 2018), this
year’s version of EMMA saw the participation of judicial and law enforcement
authorities from Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Australia, Moldova, Norway, Switzerland, the UK and the USA.

Across Europe and beyond, 1 504 money mules were identified, leading to the
arrest of 168, and the arrest of 140 money mule organisers. 837 criminal
investigations were opened; many of them are still ongoing. More than 300
banks, 20 bank associations and other financial institutions helped to report
26 376 fraudulent money mule transactions, preventing a total loss of EUR
36.1 million. The wider community of global and European banks provided
support where needed during the three months of action and committed to
raising awareness in their countries. Once again, this action highlights the
importance of a quick and coordinated response by judicial and law
enforcement authorities and the banking sector.

Why do people help criminals launder money?
Money mules are individuals who, often unwittingly, have been recruited by
criminal organisations as money laundering agents to hide the origin of ill-
gotten money. Tricked by the promise of easy money, mules transfer stolen
funds between accounts, often in different States, on behalf of others, and
are usually offered a share of the funds that pass through their own
accounts.
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Newcomers to a State, the unemployed, and people in economic distress often
feature among the most susceptible to this crime. This year, cases involving
young people selected by money mule recruiters are on the rise, with
criminals increasingly targeting financially-distressed students to gain
access to their bank accounts.

While mules are being recruited via numerous routes, criminals are more often
turning to social media to recruit new accomplices, through the advertisement
of fake jobs or get-rich-quick schemes.

Although this may sound like quick and easy money — all it takes is a click
to transfer money from an account to another — permitting a criminal group to
use your bank account can have severe legal consequences. Mules may face
lengthy prison terms and acquire a criminal record that could seriously
affect the rest of their lives, such as never being able to secure a mortgage
or open another bank account.

#DontBeAMule
To raise awareness of this type of fraud, the money muling awareness campaign
#DontBeAMule kicks off today across Europe. With awareness-raising material,
available for download in 25 languages, the campaign will inform the public
about how these criminals operate, how they can protect themselves and what
to do if they become a victim.

As of next week, international partners from judicial and law enforcement
authorities, together with financial institutions, will be supporting the
campaign at national level.

Do you think you might be used as a mule? Act now before it is too late: stop
transferring money and notify your bank and your national police immediately.

Follow the EMMA prevention campaign here:

@Eurojust
@Europol
@EC3Europol
@EBFeu
@Europol (Facebook)
#DontbeaMule

Indicative programme – Transport,
Telecommunications and Energy Council
meeting (Telecommunications), 4
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Your request will be handled by the Press Office of the General Secretariat
of the Council in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EC) No
45/2001 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of
personal data by the Community institutions and bodies and on the free
movement of such data.

Your data will be stored in the database until you unsubscribe from the
service.

Certain data (name, e-mail address, preferred language, media name, media
type) may be disclosed to the press offices of the European institutions, the
Permanent Representations of the Member States and to European Union
agencies, under the conditions laid down in Articles 7 and 8 of Regulation
45/2001.

If there is data which you would not like to be stored, please let us know
at: [email protected]

G20 Leaders' Declaration: Building
consensus for fair and sustainable
development

Your request will be handled by the Press Office of the General Secretariat
of the Council in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EC) No
45/2001 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of
personal data by the Community institutions and bodies and on the free
movement of such data.

Your data will be stored in the database until you unsubscribe from the
service.
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Statement by Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker on the passing
away of former U.S. President George
H. W. Bush

It was with great sadness that I learnt of the passing of George H. W. Bush.
The world has lost a statesman and a leader who was an example to us all. I
personally have lost a friend.

Throughout his life he dedicated himself to his country and to the fight for
freedom. From becoming the youngest navy pilot in history during the Second
World War, to his ambassadorial roles at the United Nations or China, he
always served his country with honour, bravery and dignity. This also defined
his Presidency that came at a time of enormous change and instability across
the world.

I will never forget the role he played in making Europe a safer and more
united place following the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain.
President Bush’s calmness, leadership and close personal relationships with
Helmut Kohl and Mikhail Gorbachev were decisive in restoring peace and
freedom back to so many people across our Continent. We Europeans will
forever remember this.

Above all he was a family man with a deep devotion to his wife, children and
grandchildren and the people around him.

I would like to offer my sincerest condolences to the American people and the
entire Bush family at this sad time.
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