
EU boosts its data economy as Council
approves deal on wider reuse of
publicly funded data

Vast amounts of data held by the public sector, such as meteorological and
environment data, will be more quickly and easily available for the creation
of new products and services, as well as for the development of data-based
society in general. Today, member states’ ambassadors confirmed the agreement
between the Romanian presidency and the European Parliament on a reform which
will bring EU rules on the reuse of public-sector data up to date with
advances in digital technologies. The new rules will further stimulate
digital innovation, especially in the field of artificial intelligence. A
provisional agreement was reached on 22 January.

This reform is a major step in providing key raw material for
artificial intelligence and other applications which rely on the
availability of large amounts of data. It creates great
opportunities for all sectors of the economy, stimulating new jobs
and growth.

Alexandru Petrescu, Minister for Communications and the Information
Society of Romania, President of the Council

The agreement extends the scope of the rules on re-use of public sector
information (PSI) beyond public sector bodies, to include public undertakings
in the transport and utilities sectors. There will be no obligation on these
sectors to make data available unless required in national or Union law or
the PSI directive itself, but if they decide to release data, they will have
to respect the same principles as public sector bodies, including on
transparency, non-discrimination and exclusive arrangements. A safeguard
against a competitive disadvantage will protect public undertakings which
operate in direct competition with private companies.

The reform introduces the concept of high-value datasets which are to be made
available for free through an application programming interface (API). The
text lays down six broad categories of high-value datasets: geospatial, earth
observation and environment, meteorological, statistics, companies and
company ownership, and mobility. This list will be updated and specific
datasets from within those categories (e.g. maps and postcodes from the
geospatial category) will be selected through secondary legislation.

The rules will also cover publicly funded research data that is already
available in public repositories, and encourage the dissemination of dynamic
data, such as real-time transport or weather data coming from sensors or
satellites.
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Overall, public sector data will normally be available either for free or at
marginal cost. However, as some public sector bodies need to generate
revenue, limited charges for data are allowed in certain situations.

As the new directive also promotes the use of open data (data in open formats
that can be freely used and shared for any purpose), the notion of open data
has been added to its title to reflect this.

Member states will have two years from the directive’s entry into force to
incorporate its provisions into national law. As the directive only lays down
minimum standards, member states are free to go beyond them in their national
rules. 

The proposal is a key component of the ‘data package’ published by the
Commission in April 2018 under the digital single market strategy.

After today’s endorsement in the Permanent Representatives Committee, the
text will be checked from the legal and linguistic point of view. The legal
act then needs to be formally adopted by the European Parliament and the
Council. This is expected to take place this spring.

Download as pdf

EIOPA publishes monthly technical
information for Solvency II Relevant
Risk Free Interest Rate Term
Structures – end-January 2019

Today, the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA)
published technical information on the relevant risk free interest rate term
structures (RFR) with reference to the end of January 2019.

The RFR information reflects the content of the Technical Documentation
published on 14 August 2018 including a revised methodology for the
calculation of the Danish Volatility Adjustment.

Following the UFR methodology published by EIOPA in April 2017, the risk-free
interest rates have been calculated with Ultimate Forward Rates (UFRs)
derived in accordance with the Report for the calculation of the UFR for 2019
published by EIOPA on 28 March 2018. The UFR applied to the euro has
decreased from 4.05% to 3.90%.

Furthermore, the regular annual update of the transition matrices to
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calculate the fundamental spreads and the volatility adjustments was also
carried out.

All the documents are available on EIOPA’s website.

Background

Technical information relating to risk-free interest rate (RFR) term
structures is used for the calculation of the technical provisions for
(re)insurance obligations.

In line with the Solvency II Directive, EIOPA publishes technical information
relating to RFR term structures on a monthly basis via a dedicated section on
EIOPA’s Website also containing the release calendar for 2019, the RFR
Technical Documentation, the RFR coding and Frequently Asked Questions.

With this publication, EIOPA ensures consistent calculation of technical
provisions across Europe.

ESMA publishes supervisory briefing on
the supervision of non-EU branches of
EU firms

This supervisory briefing covers the following topics: 

Supervisory expectations in relation to the authorisation of investment
firms;
Ongoing activities of non-EU branches including reporting and collection
of information; and
Supervisory activity and cooperation with non-EU Competent Authorities.

Establishment of non-EU branches

In order to allow EU NCAs to appropriately monitor firms providing investment
services or activities on an ongoing basis, firms should provide the NCA of
their home Member State with relevant information on any new non-EU branch
that they plan to establish.

EU NCAs should be satisfied that the applicant’s programme of operations and
the objective reasons on which the establishment of non-EU branches is based
and to ensure that the applicant is able to comply with all the legal
requirements stemming from the relevant EU legislation.

Additionally, the applicant’s programme of operations should explain how the
EU head office will be able to monitor and manage any non-EU branches
arrangements, and ensure that competent authorities have full access to all
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information they need to fulfil their supervisory function.

The supervisory briefing also provides market participants with indications
on the implementation of the MiFID II provisions and of the recommendations
expressed in the ESMA Opinion on investment firms.

Joint statement by President Jean-
Claude Juncker and Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar

The Withdrawal Agreement and the Political Declaration have been
negotiated in good faith and have been agreed by all 27 Leaders of the
European Union Member States as well as by the United Kingdom Government. 

As we have said on many occasions, the Withdrawal Agreement is the best and
only deal possible. It is not open for renegotiation.

The backstop is an integral part of the Withdrawal Agreement. While we hope
the backstop will not need to be used, it is a necessary legal guarantee to
protect peace and to ensure there will be no return to a hard border on the
island of Ireland, while protecting the integrity of our Single Market and
the Customs Union.

The Withdrawal Agreement, including the backstop, is a balanced compromise,
representing a good outcome for citizens and businesses on all sides,
including in Northern Ireland. 

The backstop is not a bilateral issue, but a European one. Ireland’s border
is also the border of the European Union and its market is part of the Single
Market.  We will stay united on this matter.

We will continue to seek agreement on the orderly withdrawal of the United
Kingdom but we will also step up our preparation for a no-deal scenario. In
this context, programmes that provide support for cross-border peace and
reconciliation in the border counties of Ireland and Northern Ireland will be
continued and strengthened. The Commission stands ready to support Ireland in
finding solutions answering the specific challenges that Ireland and Irish
citizens, farmers and businesses will face.  We will work closely together to
this end over the coming weeks. 

We will continue to remind the Government of the United Kingdom of its
responsibilities under the Good Friday Agreement, with or without a deal.
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Venezuela crisis: EU mobilises
additional humanitarian assistance

As many people continue to suffer from the severe socio-economic crisis in
Venezuela, the Commission has allocated today additional humanitarian
assistance of €5 million to help those most in need. This is in addition to
the humanitarian assistance totalling €34 million for the crisis in 2018
alone.

“Helping the Venezuelan people in need is a priority for the European Union.
We are stepping up our emergency aid to help the most vulnerable who lack
access to food, medicines and basic services and have been forced to leave
their homes. We will also continue to support Venezuelans and host
communities in neighbouring countries.” said Commissioner for Humanitarian
Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides.

To help facilitate humanitarian assistance to partners on the ground, the EU
intends to open a humanitarian office in Caracas.

The EU support includes the provision of emergency healthcare, access to safe
water and sanitation as well as to education. It will further address the
population’s protection, shelter, food and nutritional needs.

Commissioner Christos Stylianides visited Colombia in March last year and
travelled to the eastern border with Venezuela and the Simon Bolivar bridge,
crossed by thousands of migrants on a daily basis.

Background

Venezuela is facing its fifth year of continuous economic recession and
hyperinflation. The crisis has caused a collapse of the health and education
systems, scarcity of food and medicines, violence and insecurity. Outbreaks
of diseases that had been previously eradicated, including measles,
diphtheria and malaria, have returned. Malnutrition rates, particularly among
children, are critical. Together with children, women, elderly people and
indigenous populations are the most affected.

In addition, the current crisis has triggered unprecedented population
displacements with according to UNHCR-IOM over 1 million Venezuelans are
seeking shelter in Colombia, around 506,000 in Peru, and 221,000 in Ecuador.
Many more have fled to the Caribbean and Central America. This is the largest
migratory flow ever recorded in Latin America.

For more information

EU humanitarian aid in South America
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Photos of Commissioner Stylianides in Colombia (March 2018)
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