
News story: Fishing boat skipper gets
suspended sentence for running his
vessel aground off Plymouth

Michael Kinnaird, had earlier pleaded guilty to the charges at Plymouth
magistrates court on 6 December, which related to an incident on October.
It was shortly after 8.45pm on 7 October 2017, that Mr Kinnaird’s vessel, a
21metre trawler FV Algrie left its moorings at Sutton Harbour. It then
continued out of the harbour entrance but did not alter course into the
shipping channel.

Instead, the FV Algrie kept a steady course at seven knots before running
aground at Mountbatten Breakwater. None of the five crew on board was injured
and there was no reported pollution as a result.
Minor damage was caused to the vessel and it was recovered back to its
moorings on the next high tide.
When interviewed by MCA Enforcement Officers, Mr Kinnaird said he had
navigated into and out of the harbour hundreds of times, but on this
occasion, became confused when he saw lights from anglers who were fishing
from the breakwater. He was asked why he didn’t reduce his speed or reverse,
use his navigation aids or even his spot light but he could give no answer.

Mr. Kinnaird was sentenced to a total of four months imprisonment which has
been suspended for two years. He was also ordered to pay costs of £5000 and
£115 victim surcharge.
In passing sentence, District Judge Taylor said that alcohol did affect Mr
Kinnaird’s actions that night and he didn’t accept his explanation about
being confused by the lights on the breakwater.
Ian Blair, technical manager from the Maritime & Coastguard Agency’s marine
office at Plymouth said, ‘Preparing a comprehensive passage plan and
maintaining a safe and proper navigational watch at all times, by use of all
available means, is of paramount importance in order to prevent incidents
such as this from occurring.’

Consultation outcome: Contracts for
Difference (CfD): proposed amendments
to the scheme

Updated: Part B of government response published, along with follow-up
consultation.
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We’re seeking views on proposed amendments the Contracts for Difference (CfD)
scheme, which provides support for new low carbon electricity generation
projects, to enable it to continue to support new generation and provide best
value for bill payers in coming years.

Government aims to support the development of onshore wind projects on remote
islands, where they benefit local communities. This consultation sets out a
proposed definition of remote islands wind, as a new technology that can
compete in future auctions for ‘less established’ technologies. An impact
assessment is published regarding this proposal.

The responses to the Call for Evidence on fuelled technologies in the CfD
scheme, published in November 2016, have informed the development of a number
of policy changes relating to fuelled technologies. This consultation
proposes:

refinements in relation to Advanced Conversion Technologies, to ensure
that only more innovative and efficient plants are awarded subsidy
changes to the overall efficiency requirements for Combined Heat and
Power, to ensure that CfD supported plants are of a suitably high
overall efficiency;an impact assessment is being published regarding
this proposal
updated greenhouse gas emissions criteria that new projects using solid
and gaseous biomass as feedstock will have to comply with

The consultation also makes new proposals to facilitate more accurate
forecasting of budget spend, and invites views on various other potential
changes to the detailed terms of new CfD contracts.

As part of this consultation, stakeholder engagement events were held in
Glasgow, Cardiff and London. The questions raised and points of clarification
on the proposed changes are answered in the Stakeholder Q&A.

National Statistics: Monthly sea
fisheries statistics October 2017

The monthly landings statistics will be released at 9.30am on the 4th Friday
of each month, or the next working day if this is a bank holiday.
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News story: Hilary Florek appointed
Chair of the Marine Management
Organisation

The Environment Secretary Michael Gove has appointed Hilary Florek as the
Chair of the Marine Management Organisation (MMO).

Hilary joins the MMO with a wealth of knowledge from previous board-level
appointments, recently serving as Chairman of the Port of Tyne Board of
Directors from 2014-2017. She is a strategic communications and marketing
specialist with extensive experience in both the public and private sectors.

Hilary will join the MMO as a member of the Board from 1 January 2018 and
formally take over her duties as Chair on completion of the Board meeting on
8 February 2018. Her appointment is for three years. She will be paid £40,459
per annum based on eight days work a month.

The MMO is an executive non-departmenttal public body established in April
2010 and given powers under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. Its
mission is to enable the sustainable development of our seas. It carries out
a wide range of activities such as marine planning, marine licensing and work
related to nature conservation and fisheries management.

Hilary Florek, Chair of the Marine Management Organisation, said:

I am delighted to be taking up this appointment as Chair of the MMO
and looking forward to working with the team at an exciting and
challenging time for the organisation.

Hilary succeeds the Outgoing Chair, Sir Bill Callaghan, who was appointed on
1 May 2011.

Sir Bill Callaghan said:

I am delighted that Hilary has been appointed as my successor. Her
wide range of experience and skills will be a valuable asset to the
MMO.

The recruitment was carried out in accordance with the ‘Ministerial Code of
Practice for Appointments to Public Bodies’. All appointments are made on
merit and political activity plays no part in the selection process. However,
there is a requirement for the political activities of appointees to be made
public. Hilary Florek has not declared any significant activity.
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Biographical details:

Hilary Florek is a strategic communications and marketing specialist with
extensive experience in both the public and private sectors. Having initially
joined the Port of Tyne Board of Directors in 2008, she was Deputy Chairman
for over three years before taking on the position of Chairman from
2014-2017.

Previously PR and Communications Director for the Vaux Group PLC, she
established her own marketing consultancy, HFPR Ltd, in 2000. She currently
serves on the Board of social housing association, Karbon Homes, the Board of
North East Access to Finance and she is also a Trustee of the North Music
Trust at the Sage, Gateshead. She is also a Director of the BE-UK Employee
Ownership Trust Co Limited.

Hilary has served as non-executive director on the boards of the Community
Foundation for Tyne & Wear and Northumberland and the County Durham
Foundation. She is a former Trustee of the Sunderland Youth Enterprise Trust
and was a Board Member of Project North East.

Press release: New raptor persecution
maps to help tackle wildlife crime

Updated: Photo change

Raptor persecution maps for England and Wales have been published to enable
the police to clearly see where the highest incidents are taking place and
focus enforcement efforts in the areas that need it most.

The maps present the number of shootings, trappings, poisonings and nest
destructions that took place across England & Wales between 2011 and 2015 and
will be updated annually, providing an invaluable intelligence tool to help
fight crimes again birds of prey.

North Yorkshire will be a priority area as the most incidents occurred there
(39), followed by Norfolk (17), Cumbria (11), Derbyshire (11), Lincolnshire
(10), Suffolk (8) and Northumberland (8).

Wildlife Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

Birds of prey are a vital part of our animal landscape, icons of
our cultural heritage and key to boosting local economies by
attracting visitors to England and Wales.

These maps highlight hotspots across the country for crimes against
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these precious birds, enabling the police to crack down with
increased enforcement in areas where it’s needed most – building on
the valuable work land management, conservation and shooting
organisations are already doing to help protect iconic birds of
prey.

There are already strong penalties in place for committing offences against
birds of prey and the unlawful use of traps and all wild birds are protected
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

The Government takes all wildlife crime very seriously and raptor persecution
has been identified as a UK wildlife crime priority. Each priority has a
delivery group to consider what action should be taken, develop a plan to
prevent crime, gather intelligence on offences and enforce against it.

The National Wildlife Crime Unit also monitors and gathers intelligence on
illegal activities affecting raptors and provides assistance to police forces
when required.

These maps build on this valuable work and will help boost the fight against
those who continue to commit crimes against raptors. In the five year
measurable period there have been 262 incidents in England and Wales: 146 of
these caused by shooting and 66 by poisoning.

The majority of incidents took place against buzzards (108), followed by owls
(40), red kites (39) and peregrine hawks (34).

In January 2016 the government published the Hen Harrier Action Plan and the
new maps will help support the six positive actions outlined in the plan,
which are already underway. Today’s maps show one incident involving Hen
harriers.

The maps were developed by the Raptor Persecution Priority Delivery Group,
which includes Defra, the Devolved Administrations, Natural England, National
Wildlife Crime Unit, the police, British Association for Shooting and
Conservation, RSPB, Country Land and Business Association, Moorland
Association, National Game Keepers’ Organisation, National Parks England,
Crown Prosecution Service and the Countryside Alliance.

Image credit Allan Drewitt, Natural England
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