
Press release: New centre for
sustainable aquaculture aims to unlock
solutions to global food security

With the world’s population set to increase to almost 10 billion by 2050,
providing future generations with safe and sustainable farmed seafood is the
critical aim of a new collaboration between the Centre for Environment,
Aquaculture and Fisheries Science (Cefas) and the University of Exeter.

The Collaborative Centre for Sustainable Aquaculture Futures has been
launched today by Environment Secretary Michael Gove, with an ambition of
bringing together world-leading scientists to ensure the key challenges
facing sustainable growth of the aquaculture industry are better understood,
both at home and internationally. The centre will focus on aquatic animal
health, food safety and protection of the aquatic environment – in support of
international food security and sustainable “blue” growth.

Key issues to be addressed by the centre include:

providing scientific support to reduce the $6bn annual losses due to
disease in aquaculture
providing evidence and tools to ensure that fish, shellfish, crustaceans
and seaweeds produced in the global industry are safe to eat
understanding how cutting edge molecular diagnostics, pathology, animal
breeding and nutrition can be applied to assist seafood farmers,
particularly in more vulnerable societies
ensuring that aquaculture is developed sustainably, for the benefit of
communities, economies and the environment.

Speaking at Cefas’ annual science conference, Environment Secretary Michael
Gove said:

As we work towards a Green Brexit, it is crucial we tackle the
challenges facing our marine environment and Cefas’ commitment to
scientific research and innovation has never been so important.

The new centre not only establishes our position as a world leader
in marine science and sustainability, but will prove critical to
the health of our fisheries and the economic vitality of our
coastal areas – helping us in our continued drive to leave the
environment in a better state for the next generation.

Speaking on behalf of the new centre, co-Director and pathologist Professor
Grant Stentiford from Cefas said:

The launch of this centre is timely – by acting now to apply UK
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science expertise to the barriers that currently stand in the way
of a safe and sustainable future aquaculture industry, we will help
ensure food security for future generations and continue to support
our national, as well as international commitments to the
environment.

For the first time, government and academic science related to
aquaculture sustainability is coming together in support of
development and consolidation of the global industry.  The Centre
will co-design solutions in national, regional and global
aquaculture sustainability and is uniquely positioned to support
the rapidly expanding global aquaculture industry.

A Strategic Alliance has existed between the Centre for Environment,
Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) and the University of Exeter since
2012. The Alliance combines the complementary capabilities of a cutting-edge
Government laboratory and, a leading Russell Group University. The alliance
has increasingly focussed on solving intractable problems in the sustainable
supply of food from the aquatic environment.

Professor Charles Tyler, co-Director of the centre from the University of
Exeter said:

We are delighted to be able to strengthen our collaboration with
Cefas in the area of aquaculture. Making aquaculture ‘work’ for the
environment and for society is a grand challenge and one which
requires both broad thinking and, a truly interdisciplinary
scientific team.

Given that animal disease and food safety present two of the most
significant hurdles to sustainable production, we will place major
focus on scientific research and advice where the impact to
industry and society will be highest.

Examples of current projects that the centre will take forward include:

10 joint PhD studentships in aquatic animal health and food safety
funded between 2015-2020
Joint aquaculture health projects funded by Newton/BBSRC in India,
Bangladesh and Malawi
Newton funded programmes in Thailand, focussed on new models for
controlling disease in aquaculture.

Whilst linking up specialists from across the University, the new Centre will
closely align with the recently-opened Living Systems Institute, a world-
class collaborative research facility focused on the mitigation of disease in
plants, animals and humans.



Notice: SY8 3EL, Mr Robert Whiteman:
environmental permit application
advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

what the application is about
how you can view the application documents
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)

National Statistics: Pesticide usage
survey: arable crops in the UK, 2016

This report contains information on pesticide usage on arable crops
including:

wheat
barley (spring and winter)
oats
rye
triticale
oilseed rape
linseed
ware & seed potatoes
dry harvest peas
field beans
sugar beet
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National Statistics: Northern Ireland
local authority collected municipal
waste management statistics report:
April to June 2017

This report presents provisional information on the quantities of local
authority collected municipal waste managed in Northern Ireland. It provides
information on the quantities and rates of local authority collected waste
arisings, sent for preparing for reuse, for dry recycling, composting, energy
recovery and sent to landfill. Some of these measurements are key performance
indicators. These are used to assess progress towards achieving waste
strategy targets and where appropriate this is highlighted in the tables and
charts.

Press release: Sellafield chemical
disposal – 25 October

Current status – Wednesday 25 October 2017 (15:45)

Preparations are continuing for the assessment of safe disposal options for
chemicals identified during decommissioning work at our analytical services
laboratory.

As we announced last night, we have requested the support of the Army’s EOD
team in doing this.

Update at Tuesday 24 October 2017

As part of work to prepare for the decommissioning and demolition of the
historic analytical laboratories at Sellafield, we identified a number of
chemicals requiring safe disposal.

Following the safe and successful controlled detonation by the army’s
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team at the weekend we are now seeking
further technical advice from the EOD to assist us with further chemical
disposals. This work will take place in due course.

Disposal of historic chemicals is a common procedure. The EOD team deal with
redundant chemicals including from schools, universities and hospitals,
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hundreds of times a year.

Operations in the laboratory complex have been stood down to enable these
further technical assessments.
Employees should attend work as normal.

Key facts:

Even in a worst case scenario, a release of radioactivity from the site
is not credible.
Our mission is to clean up and decommission the Sellafield site – the
oldest and most complex nuclear site in the UK. We discover things like
this because we proactively go looking for them.
The chemicals we are dealing with at Sellafield are contained within a
complex of laboratories.
The chemicals are in sealed containers and the containers are in good
condition.
Sellafield Ltd has engaged with our regulators throughout this process
and will continue to do so. Sellafield Ltd’s investigation will be made
available to them.
We stood down the on-coming shift in the laboratory complex, in order to
make it easier for the EOD team to come in and assess the situation.
The rest of the Sellafield site (over 1,000 buildings, which are home to
over 10,000 employees) is operating normally tonight, and will be
tomorrow.


