
News story: Consultation on fees for
marine licences

Defra has today launched a consultation on proposals seeking to revise the
marine licensing application fees applied to England and the Wales and
Northern Ireland Offshore marine areas. Changes are needed in order to
maintain marine licence applicant fee rates in-line with the costs incurred
by the Marine Management Organisation in determining a marine licence
application.

This is being proposed to make sure the cost burden associated with
administering licences for development lies with beneficiaries and not
taxpayers.

Detailed information on the proposals is included in Defra’s consultation
document, but includes:

availability of self-service licences
a simplification of charges for a routine marine licence
an increase in the hourly rate charged for routine and complex marine
licences (from £94 to £122 per hour)

The proposals were previously discussed by the MMO’s Chief Executive, John
Tuckett, during a hearing of the Environment Audit Committee in the House of
Commons in January 2017. They are also part of a wider programme of
improvements in marine licensing to make sure that the process it is as
efficient as possible and proportionately manages risks to the marine
environment.

Businesses and industry representatives have been involved in this work and
their views are being used to develop appropriate processes and services,
such as a self-service approach for some marine licences, which is mentioned
in the consultation document.

The consultation runs until 2 February 2018. If any changes are agreed it is
anticipated they will come into effect in March 2018. Further details will be
provided in advance of any changes taking place.

Consultation outcome: Rationalising
the main river network: de-maining
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proposals

Updated: Details of final outcome published for South Forty Foot catchment.

The Environment Agency proposes to transfer flood risk management activities
on a number of stretches of watercourses to internal drainage boards (IDBs),
lead local flood authorities (LLFAs) and district councils. This means that
IDBs, LLFAs and district councils can take on more responsibility for their
local flood risk where appropriate. The Environment Agency has been working
with a number of IDBs, LLFAs and district councils to consider proposals to
re-designate sections of watercourses in a number of locations. The
watercourses will be re-designated from main river to ordinary watercourse –
a change we refer to as de-maining.

The proposal is to re-designate sections of the watercourse in:

Suffolk, East Anglia
South Forty Foot Catchment, Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire
Stour Marshes, Kent and South London

All of these sections of watercourse have low levels of flood risk to people
and property, and are not associated with major rivers or major population
centres. The proposal is that this will strengthen local decision making.
This helps IDBs, LLFAs and district councils to manage these stretches of
watercourse and carry out works where they see fit for the benefit of local
people.

This consultation explains all of the information in our proposals, including
information about how the proposed sections of watercourses are currently
managed and funded. The consultation also provides details on future
management and funding if de-maining goes ahead.

Consultation outcome: Marine licensing
application fees: proposed changes
2017

Updated: Summary of responses (including government response) added.

We want to know what you think about our proposals to revise the marine
licensing application fees. These fees apply to England, Wales and Northern
Ireland offshore marine areas. The changes are needed to make sure that the
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application fee remains in-line with the costs incurred by the Marine
Management Organisation when managing applications.

We’re also seeking views on plans to introduce an online self-service portal.

News story: We’re half way there

When operating, Wylfa’s 2 reactors together contained nearly 100,000 fuel
elements. Since the end of generation, on 30 December 2015, the site’s main
focus has been to empty both reactors and send all the remaining used fuel to
Sellafield for reprocessing. When Wylfa completes defueling, this will mark
the end of one of the UK’s largest programmes of nuclear and hazard reduction
work.

Britain’s pioneering fleet of 11 Magnox reactors were the world’s first
commercial nuclear power stations. The earliest, Calder Hall, came online in
1956 and Wylfa was the last to finish generating low-carbon electricity. In
almost 60 years, around 5 million Magnox fuel elements were manufactured for
UK nuclear power stations.
Once the reactors are empty, and all the fuel elements have been dispatched
to Sellafield, over 99 per cent of the site’s radiological hazard will have
been removed.

This marks a significant achievement for Magnox Ltd’s and for the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority’s (NDA) mission of safely cleaning up the legacy
from the earliest days of the UK’s nuclear industry.
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Defueling at Wylfa

Stuart Law, Wylfa Site Director, said:

This is a landmark achievement for the site, which has involved a
lot of hard work and dedication from the highly skilled team at
Wylfa.

It’s a meticulous process and it takes time but we have the skills,
the knowledge and the people to safely and securely deliver the
Magnox work programme.

Tim Dunham, Magnox Head of Nuclear Operations, commented:

This is a proud moment for the site in its vital contribution to
closing out the Magnox fuel cycle. My congratulations go to the
team for safely reaching this point. We envisage that the
defuelling programme will complete in mid to late 2019 with
everyone working hard to achieve this target.

Geoff Suitor, Head of the Magnox Programme for the NDA, said:

Removing all the used nuclear fuel from a station, when it finishes
generating electricity, is the first major step in removing the all
the hazards and decommissioning the site. Passing the half-way



stage is a great sign of the progress being made by our colleagues
at Magnox.

Notice: Michael Francis Trafford
trading as Wroxham Home Farms:
application made to abstract water

The Environment Agency consult the public on certain applications for the
abstraction and impoundment of water.

These notices explain:

what the application is about
which Environment Agency offices you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register
when you need to comment by
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