
Open consultation: Proposed catch
limits for May 2018

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) sets monthly catch limits for quota
species to ensure the UK stays within the overall limit set by the EU. These
limits apply to all under 10 meter vessels and the over 10 meter vessels that
are not in a co-operative (Producer Organisation).

Please contact the MMO if you have any comment to make about the suggested
catch limits which will be put into force on 1 May 2018.

Comments to be received no later than 12pm on Thursday 26 April 2018.

Email FMTConsultations@marinemanagement.org.uk

Telephone 0208 0 269 097

The MMO will regularly consult industry on monthly or other catch limits and
will, wherever possible, ensure that any representations are taken into
account when setting such limits. The MMO reserve the right to alter catch
limits and / or close fisheries without prior notice or consultation in the
event that such actions are necessary and expedient for the regulation of sea
fishing.

Detailed guide: Household waste bins:
when and how councils may issue fixed
penalties

The Government wishes to encourage a measured and balanced approach, where
householders are not penalised for minor breaches of waste bin rules. The use
of these penalties should focus on those who cause genuine harm to the local
environment. It is good practice to try and inform the household about any
issues on the presentation of their waste bins. For example, you could use a
letter or information notice. You should do this before moving to the process
of issuing penalty notices outlined here.

Where you chose to do so, you must follow these rules when issuing fixed
penalties under section 46A of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.
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When you can issue fixed penalties
You may issue them when householders do not follow your waste collection
rules, and their failure to comply does one of the following:

causes or is likely to cause a nuisance
has a negative effect or is likely to have a detrimental effect on local
amenities

Examples

You can issue fixed penalties if householders put waste out so it:

causes an obstruction to neighbours, such as forcing people using
wheelchairs or buggies to walk on the road
restricts access to the pavement or street, for example leaving waste
receptacles (bins or bags) out for several days
is likely to attract vermin like foxes and rats, such as leaving bags or
open receptacles out days before a waste collection
is unsightly (torn bags or overturned receptacles are left out)

London councils can issue penalty charges instead of fixed penalties – the
same rules apply.

When you cannot issue fixed penalties
You cannot issue them for minor problems, such as when householders:

put something in the wrong receptacle by mistake
forget to close receptacle lids
leave receptacles out for a few hours before a collection

How to issue fixed penalties
You must follow 3 stages.

1. Written warning

Write to the householder and explain:

how they have broken your waste collection rules
how this has (or is likely to) cause a nuisance or have a negative
effect on local amenities
what they must do and how long they’ve got to fix the problem
what will happen if they don’t comply
·
If the householder does not comply, you can issue a notice of intent.

2. Notice of intent

Your notice of intent must name the householder and tell them:



they may get a fixed penalty and why
how much they’ll have to pay
they have the right to explain why they shouldn’t have to pay the
penalty within 28 days of the date on the notice

3. Final notice

You can issue a final notice 28 days after the notice of intent. You must
consider any responses from the householder before you do this.

The notice must name the householder and tell them:

why they have been given a fixed penalty
how much they must pay, noting the maximum full penalty you can apply is
£80 and how they can pay it
the deadline for the payment
what happens if they pay the penalty early, for example if there’s a
discount
what happens if they do not pay
how they can appeal

Press release: Wolverhampton man fined
£1,000 for burying illegal waste

Wolverhampton Crown Court fined Ivor David John Powell (aged 65) £1,000 and
ordered him to pay £4,000 in costs, along with a £100 victim surcharge, in
addition to being ordered to clear the site within 3 years.

The charges were brought by the Environment Agency contrary to Regulations
12(1)(a) and 38(1)(a) Environmental Permitting (England and Wales)
Regulations 2010.

As part of routine inspections Environment Officers visited the site on 11
November 2015, and observed a tractor operating on the land that appeared to
be levelling the ground. The officers also saw large heaps of shredded mixed
waste and noticed the land had been landscaped to incorporate the waste
material, which Mr Powell confirmed had been coming onto the site for 4
months.

Environment Agency officers visited the site again in March 2016 and found
buried compressed waste that had been imported on to the site.

The court heard that Mr Powell had avoided paying charges to dispose of the
5,335 tonnes of waste. If the landowner had taken the waste to an appropriate
waste site or landfill, approximately £533, 500 of charges would have been
incurred.
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Speaking after the case, an Environment Agency officer in charge of the
investigation said:

Waste crime is a serious offence with tough penalties as it can
damage the environment, blight communities and undermine those
operating legally. This case sends out a clear message that we will
not hesitate to take action against anyone that fails to comply.

In mitigation on behalf of his client, Mr Powell’s solicitor stated that Mr
Powell had been naïve and doesn’t have any previous convictions and
acknowledged he had avoided paying disposal costs in relation to the waste.

Notice: MT05 CWR: vehicle seizure
notice

If this is your vehicle, read the vehicle seizure notice to find out how to
claim it.

Press release: Significant fine for
water company following hazardous
chemical leak

On 19 April 2018, at Derby Crown Court, sitting in Nottingham, Severn Trent
Water Limited was fined £350,000, ordered to pay Environment Agency costs of
£68,003, as well as a victim surcharge of £120.

An estimated 30,000 dead fish and 5km of damaged ecology along the River
Amber led to proceedings brought against Severn Trent Water Limited following
a pollution incident.

On 1 November 2015, the Environment Agency received reports of several
hundred dead fish in the River Amber in Derbyshire and, following a search of
the area, and discussions with Severn Trent Water employees, the source of
the pollution was found to be a release of sodium hydroxide from the Ogston
Water Treatment works, operated by Severn Trent Water, into the river.

Severn Trent Water identified that a leak within a chamber at the Treatment
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works had led to the contents becoming contaminated with sodium hydroxide,
which was then washed through the road gully into the River Amber via an
outfall pipe.

The pollution had a significant negative impact on the fish and invertebrate
populations within the River Amber. The Environment Agency has been
monitoring the natural recovery of the river ecology over the last two years.
Monitoring has shown that whilst there has been some improvements, something
resembling a full recovery is not expected until the summer of this year.

In passing sentence, His Honour Judge Smith found that:

It beggars belief that a company of the size and expertise of
Severn Trent Water had no policy whatsoever in respect of potential
incidents arising in connection with their dosing chamber, either
at this treatment works or indeed at any others throughout the UK.
To have no policy whatsover when dangerous chemicals could have
leaked out in any number of ways is highly negligent. The size and
success of Severn Trent makes it even more astonishing.

In mitigation Severn Trent expressed regret and apologises for the incident.
The company co-operated fully with the investigation and contributed £228,000
to the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.

Speaking after the case, an Environment Agency officer involved with the
investigation said:

This is a significant fine imposed on Severn Trent Water Limited
for causing pollution. I hope it sends a strong message that it is
far more cost effective to avoid these incidents, as we will
continue to take companies and individuals to task where they
ignore their responsibilities.

Pollution causes damage to the environment and river ecology, in
this case sodium hydroxide with a concentration of 20% amounts to a
hazardous chemical and the leak affected 5km of the River Amber and
killed approximately 30,000 fish and damaged other wildlife.

We encourage anyone who sees suspected pollution to call our
incident hotline 0800 90 80 70 so we can act to reduce damage,
investigate and in serious cases take enforcement action.


