
Guidance: UK national standard for
marine oil spill response
organisations

Updated: Added info re. delay in implementation of the UK national standard.

The Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation
Convention(OPRC)) Regulations 1998 (SI 1988 No.1056) (as amended) state that
certain UK ports, harbours and oil-handling facilities and all offshore
installations on the UK Continental Shelf must submit OPRC Plans to the
Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) (in the case of ports, harbours and oil
handling facilities) or the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy (in the case of offshore installations, as defined in the
Regulation) for approval.

As part of the approvals process for ports, harbours and oil handling
facilities to which the Regulations apply, the MCA require contingency plans
to detail the contract they hold with an accredited third-party Tier 2 Oil
Spill Response Organisation (OSRO).
BEIS similarly require responsible persons of offshore installations to
detail in Oil Pollution Emergency Plans (OPEPs) any arrangements in place
with an OSRO.

Following a consultation with industry on the creation of a UK National
Standard for OSROs, carried out between January and March 2018, a final
version has been published. The Standard will remain a living document,
evolving with the requirements of industry and new best practice guidance,
but any new amendments will be based on further dialogue and consultation
between the appropriate government departments and agencies, approved
Accrediting Bodies and the OSRO industry.

The date of implementation for the UK national standard has been postponed by
two weeks. The delay is to allow time for the accrediting bodies approved to
deliver the standard to co-ordinate on key areas of their schemes (not
including price) to ensure that they are consistent in their assessments of
OSROs.

The amendment to the OPRC guidelines for ports and the guidance notes for
preparing oil pollution emergency plans, to state that only oil spill
response organisations accredited under the UK national standard will be
recognised for the purpose of fulfilling their specified Tier 2 response
service requirements, will now be published on 24th September 2018. From this
date, a one-year grace period will be in effect. During this time OSROs will
still be recognised by the MCA and BEIS in their review of OPRC plans and
OPEPS (respectively) for the purpose of Tier 2 service provision. Before the
end of the grace period OSROs are expected to seek re-accreditation in
accordance with the UK standard from an accrediting body which has been
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approved by the MCA and BEIS to deliver this service. From the 23rd September
2019, OSROs which have not been re-accredited in accordance with the UK
standard will no longer be recognised by the MCA and BEIS as fulfilling Tier
2 service requirements in their reviews of OPRC plans and OPEPs.

The MCA and BEIS will now be accepting applications from Accrediting Bodies
wishing to be approved to deliver the UK Standard. Details on the
requirements for provision can be found in the final UK Standard document.
Proposed schemes of accreditation, detailing how the requirements have been
fulfilled should be submitted by email to ukresponderstandard@mcga.gov.uk or
by post to:

Counter Pollution and Salvage Branch

Spring Place

105 Commercial Road

Southampton

SO15 1EG

Follow up meetings will be held after review of the proposed scheme by the
MCA, at which point a Memorandum of Agreement for the delivery of this
accreditation service on behalf of the MCA and BEIS will be signed.
The version of the UK Standard published here is Version 1.

Any questions can be submitted to: ukresponderstandard@mcga.gov.uk

For details on which ports and harbours the OPRC Regulations apply to, see:
The Merchant Shipping (Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation
Convention) Regulations 1998, Regulation 3: Application

Corporate report: Customer Notice
2018-008: Stakeholder
Engagement/Transport Services

LLW Repository Ltd publishes Customer Notices which provide key information
and updates to Customers.
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Research and analysis: Third Tranche
of Marine Conservation Zones (Defra):
RPC opinion

This is the RPC’s opinion on Defra’s consultation stage impact assessment
relating to designation of the third tranche of Marine Conservation Zones.

Research and analysis: Greenhouse gas
reporting: conversion factors 2018

Updated: Methodology paper added

We provide 3 sets of conversion factors:

Condensed set: Most frequently requested by users. An abridged version of the
full set of factors, designed to reduce the volume of information users have
to navigate through to find the factors they want. Recommended for most, and
new, users of conversion factors

Full set: This set of factors contains all of the available factors for the
selected year, and is recommended for advanced users only due to the volume
of information presented.

Flat file set: contains same information as the full set, but arranged for
automated processes – available from 2014 onwards. Not recommended for most
users.

The methodology paper explains how the conversion factors are derived.

For new users of the conversion factors, we recommend you download the
condensed set of conversion factors from the latest available year and read
the guidance in the document’s introductory sheet. Then follow the
informative text at the top of each conversion factor tab in the output
files.

For repeat users of the conversion factors we suggest that you download your
preferred factor set and read the ‘what’s new’ sheet before using the
conversion factors. This sheet highlights the most significant changes to the
conversion factors made in this update. Following the ‘what’s new’ guidance
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will ensure that reporting is consistent and comparable year-on-year.

Notice: LN1 2JN, Moy Park Limited:
environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish partial surrenders that they issue under the
Industrial Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Moy Park Limited
Installation name: Park Farm South
Permit number: EPR/KP3330JT/S002
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