
Senior appointments (with photos)

     The Government announced today (March 8) the following senior
appointments:
 
(a) Mr Tony Yau Kwok-ting, Director of Water Supplies, will take up the post
of Director of Highways on March 22, 2024, when Mr Chan Pai-ming commences
his pre-retirement leave;
 
(b) Mr Roger Wong Yan-lok, Principal Government Engineer, will succeed Mr Yau
as Director of Water Supplies on March 22, 2024;
 
(c) Mr Poon Kwok-ying, Deputy Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services,
will take up the post of Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services on
March 31, 2024, when Mr Pang Yiu-hung commences his pre-retirement leave; and
 
(d) Ms Carol Yuen Siu-wai, former Director of Marine, has proceeded on pre-
retirement leave on March 2, 2024. Mr Wong Sai-fat, Deputy Director of
Marine, is currently acting Director of Marine.
 
     Commenting on the appointments of Mr Yau, Mr Wong and Mr Poon, the
Secretary for the Civil Service, Mrs Ingrid Yeung, said, "The three
appointees have proven leadership and management skills, as well as profound
professional knowledge. I am confident that they will be able to lead the
respective departments to meet the challenges ahead and continue to deliver
quality services to the community."
 
     On the retirement of Mr Chan and Mr Pang, Mrs Yeung said, "Mr Chan has
served with professionalism and dedication in the civil service throughout
the past 32 years. As Director of Highways, Mr Chan has overseen the
completion of major highways and railway projects and steered the
implementation of cross-boundary railway projects, enhancing Hong Kong's
transport infrastructure network. Mr Pang has served with professionalism and
commitment in the civil service throughout the past 35 years. As Director of
Electrical and Mechanical Services, Mr Pang has led the department to face
many challenges and to excel in providing quality electrical and mechanical
engineering services to the community and ensuring that electrical,
mechanical and energy technologies are harnessed in a safe, reliable,
economical and environment-friendly manner. I wish them a fulfilling and
happy retirement."
 
     On the retirement of Ms Yuen, who has proceeded on pre-retirement leave,
Mrs Yeung said, "Ms Yuen has rendered over 37 years of loyal and dedicated
service. During her tenure as Director of Marine, Ms Yuen led the Marine
Department in the implementation of various new initiatives, and made
valuable contribution to enhancing navigational safety, ensuring efficient
operation of the port and promoting Hong Kong as an international maritime
centre. She also played an instrumental role in the formulation of the Action
Plan on Maritime and Port Development Strategy. I wish her a fulfilling and
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happy retirement."
 
     Brief biographical notes of the six officers are set out below:
 
Mr Chan Pai-ming
——————–
 
     Mr Chan joined the Government as an Engineer in October 1991. He was
promoted to Chief Engineer in August 2009, to Government Engineer in April
2012 and to Principal Government Engineer in May 2015. He has been the
Director of Highways since December 2018.
 
Mr Pang Yiu-hung
——————–
 
     Mr Pang joined the Government as an Assistant Electrical and Mechanical
Engineer in October 1988. He was promoted to Chief Electrical and Mechanical
Engineer in January 2009, to Government Electrical and Mechanical Engineer in
April 2015 and to Deputy Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services in
September 2018. He has been the Director of Electrical and Mechanical
Services since November 2020.
 
 
Mr Tony Yau Kwok-ting
————————-
         
     Mr Yau joined the Government as an Engineer in October 1998. He was
promoted to Chief Engineer in October 2017, to Government Engineer in July
2019, and to Principal Government Engineer in June 2021. He has been the
Director of Water Supplies since January 2023.
 
 
Mr Roger Wong Yan-lok
————————–
 
     Mr Wong joined the Government as an Assistant Engineer in August 1995.
He was promoted to Chief Engineer in September 2016, to Government Engineer
in July 2019, and to Principal Government Engineer in June 2022.
 
 
Mr Poon Kwok-ying
———————
 
     Mr Poon joined the Government as an Assistant Electronics Engineer in
September 1994. He was promoted to Chief Electronics Engineer in December
2013, to Government Electrical and Mechanical Engineer in September 2018 and
to Deputy Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services in August 2021.
 
 
Ms Carol Yuen Siu-wai
————————-



                  
     Ms Yuen joined the Government in June 1986 as a Chinese Language
Officer. She later joined the Administrative Service in June 1988 and rose to
the rank of Administrative Officer Staff Grade B1 in April 2014. She has
served in various bureaux and departments, including the former Royal Hong
Kong Police Force, the former City and New Territories Administration, the
former Planning, Environment and Lands Branch, the former Education and
Manpower Branch, the Civil Service Bureau, the Trade and Industry Department,
the Security Bureau and the Commerce and Economic Development Bureau. She was
Deputy Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury (Treasury) from
October 2016 to July 2019, Deputy Secretary for Commerce and Economic
Development (Communication and Creative Industries) from May 2020 to January
2021, and Director of Marine from February 2021 to March 2024.
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New San Tin Technopole Outline Zoning
Plan gazetted and two approved Outline
Zoning Plans amended

     The Town Planning Board (the Board) today (March 8) announced the
publication of a new draft San Tin Technopole Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) for
the development of the San Tin/Lok Ma Chau area (the STLMC area) of the San
Tin Technopole. The previous San Tin OZP is replaced by the new OZP. The
Board also announced amendments to the approved Ngau Tam Mei OZP and the
approved Mai Po and Fairview Park OZP.

     The three OZPs provide the statutory planning framework for the
development of the San Tin Technopole and the Sam Po Shue Wetland
Conservation Park (SPS WCP).

     The planning scheme area of the draft San Tin Technopole OZP, covering
about 1 004 hectares, which has incorporated the northern part of the
approved Ngau Tam Mei OZP mainly occupied by brownfield sites, and some
pieces of land previously not covered by any statutory plan, is bounded by
Shenzhen River and the SPS WCP to the north, the Hong Kong-Shenzhen
Innovation and Technology Park of the San Tin Technopole at the Loop to the
north-east, Kwu Tung North New Development Area and Hadden Hill (Ki Lun Shan)
to the east, Ngau Tam Mei area, San Tin Barracks and Tam Mei Barracks to the
south, and Mai Po area to the west. 

     Land designated for specific uses, namely "Innovation and Technology"
("I&T"), "Mixed Use", "Cultural and Community Uses with Supporting Uses and
Community Uses with Supporting Uses and Facilities", "Logistics, Storage and
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Workshop", etc totalling about 313.24 hectares, are zoned "Other Specified
Uses" ("OU"). Amongst which, the "OU(I&T)" zone accounts for about 210
hectares.

     About 44.78 hectares are zoned "Residential (Group A)" for high-density
residential developments. This zone includes sites for subsidised and private
housing.

     About 78.48 hectares are zoned "Village Type Development", which is to
designate existing recognised villages and areas of land considered suitable
for village expansion. A site of about 0.6 hectares to the south of San Tin
Highway is designated as "Village Type Development (1)" for reprovisioning of
village houses/building lots affected by Government projects.

     About 56.52 hectares are zoned "Government, Institution or Community"
("G/IC"), which is primarily for the provision of government, institution and
community facilities serving the needs of local residents and/or at a wider
district, region or the territory.

     About 55.88 hectares are zoned "Open Space" for the provision of outdoor
open-air public space for active and/or passive recreational uses serving the
needs of local residents, workers as well as the general public.

     About 207.29 hectares are zoned "Green Belt" ("GB"), which is primarily
for defining the limits of urban and sub-urban development areas by natural
features and to contain urban sprawl as well as to provide passive
recreational outlets. 
      
     About 139.36 hectares are zoned "Conservation Area" ("CA"), which is
intended to conserve the ecological value of wetland and fish ponds, or to
protect and retain the existing natural landscape, ecological or
topographical features of the area.

     The amendments to the approved Ngau Tam Mei OZP mainly involve (i)
excising land area for incorporation into the draft San Tin Technopole OZP
No. S/STT/1 to reflect the boundary of the STLMC area of the San Tin
Technopole, (ii) rezoning a site abutting San Tam Road from "Residential
(Group C)" to "G/IC(1)" for development of a proposed social welfare
facility, and (iii) rezoning a site to the north of the Tam Mei Barracks from
"Comprehensive Development Area" to "GB" to reflect the existing site
conditions.
      
     The amendments to the approved Mai Po and Fairview Park OZP mainly
involve (i) incorporating an area from the north-western part of the San Tin
OZP, with the major part rezoned from "CA" and "OU" annotated "Comprehensive
Development and Wetland Enhancement Area" to "OU" annotated "Wetland
Conservation Park" ("OU(WCP)") for the establishment of the SPS WCP and the
remaining part retained as "CA", and (ii) rezoning an area around Tam Kon
Chau, Pak Hok Chau and Yau Mei San Tsuen from "CA", "Recreation" and "OU"
annotated "Comprehensive Development to include Wetland Restoration Area" to
"OU(WCP)". The "OU(WCP)" zone covers a total area of about 348.63 hectares.
 



     The Notes and Explanatory Statements of the Ngau Tam Mei OZP and Mai Po
and Fairview Park OZP are amended to take into account the above amendments.
Opportunity is also taken to update the general information of various land
use zones and the planning scheme areas, where appropriate.

     The new draft San Tin Technopole OZP No. S/STT/1, as well as the draft
Ngau Tam Mei OZP No. S/YL-NTM/13 and the draft Mai Po and Fairview Park OZP
No. S/YL-MP/7 incorporating the amendments, are available for public
inspection during office hours at (i) the Secretariat of the Board, (ii) the
Planning Enquiry Counters, (iii) the Fanling, Sheung Shui and Yuen Long East
District Planning Office, (iv) the Yuen Long District Office and (v) the San
Tin Rural Committee.

     Any person may make written representations in respect of the new draft
San Tin Technopole OZP and the amendments to the Ngau Tam Mei OZP and the Mai
Po and Fairview Park OZP to the Secretary of the Board on or before May 8.
Any person who intends to make a representation is advised to read the Town
Planning Board Guidelines No. 29C on "Submission and Processing of
Representations and Further Representations" (TPB PG-No. 29C).
 
     Submission of a representation should comply with the requirements set
out in TPB PG-No. 29C. In particular, the representer should take note of the
following:
 
* If the representer fails to provide his or her full name and the first four
alphanumeric characters of his or her Hong Kong identity card or passport
number as required under TPB PG-No. 29C, the representation submitted shall
be treated as not having been made; and
 
* The Secretariat of the Board reserves the right to require the representer
to provide identity proof for verification.
 
     The Guidelines and the submission form are available at the above
locations (i) and (ii) and the Board's website (www.tpb.gov.hk).
 
     Copies of the draft OZPs are available for sale at the Map Publications
Centres in North Point and Yau Ma Tei. The electronic version of the OZPs can
be viewed on the Board's website (www.tpb.gov.hk).

Grading of beach water quality
released

     The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) today (March 8) released
the latest grading of water quality for eight gazetted beaches that are open
for swimming.
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     Seven beaches were rated as Good (Grade 1) and one as Fair (Grade 2).
 
Grade 1 beaches are:           

Big Wave Bay Beach Repulse Bay Beach
Clear Water Bay Second Beach Silver Mine Bay Beach
Deep Water Bay Beach Stanley Main Beach
Golden Beach  

 
Grade 2 beach is:

Silverstrand Beach  

 
     Compared with the grading released last week, Silverstrand Beach has
been changed from Grade 1 to Grade 2.
      
     "The changes are generally within the normal range of fluctuation of the
bacteriological water quality of the beaches," an EPD spokesman said.
      
     Under the present grading system, beaches are classified into four
grades, namely Good (Grade 1), Fair (Grade 2), Poor (Grade 3) and Very Poor
(Grade 4), according to the level of E. coli in the water. Grades are
calculated on the basis of the geometric mean of the E. coli counts on the
five most recent sampling occasions.
      
     While the ratings represent the general water quality at the beaches,
the EPD spokesman reminded members of the public that water quality could be
temporarily affected during and after periods of heavy rain. Bathers should
avoid swimming at beaches for up to three days after a tropical cyclone or
heavy rainfall.
      
     A summary of beach grades is published weekly before the weekend. The
latest beach grades based on the most current data may be obtained from the
EPD's website on Beach Water Quality (www.epd.gov.hk/epd/beach) or the beach
hotline, 2511 6666. Members of the public can also obtain the latest daily
water quality forecast information for all beaches that are open for swimming
through the Beach Water Quality Forecast mobile application (available for
download from: www.epd.gov.hk/en/BWQApp) or the dedicated beach water quality
forecast page (www.epd.gov.hk/en/BWQForecast) on the EPD's beach thematic
website.
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Fraudulent social media page and
phishing emails related to China CITIC
Bank International Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by China CITIC Bank International Limited
relating to a fraudulent social media page and phishing emails, which have
been reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on
the HKMA website.

     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).

     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the social
media page or emails concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Friday,
March 8, 2024 is 104.7 (down 0.2 against yesterday's index).
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