
Fraudulent websites and internet
banking login screens related to Bank
of China (Hong Kong) Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited
relating to fraudulent websites and internet banking login screens, which
have been reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available
on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the websites
or login screens concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

Inspection of aquatic products
imported from Japan

     In response to the Japanese Government's plan to discharge nuclear-
contaminated water at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Station, the Director of
Food and Environmental Hygiene issued a Food Safety Order which prohibits all
aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds originating from the 10
metropolis/prefectures, namely Tokyo, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Miyagi, Chiba,
Gunma, Tochigi, Niigata, Nagano and Saitama, from being imported into and
supplied in Hong Kong.
 
     For other Japanese aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds that are not
prohibited from being imported into Hong Kong, the Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will conduct
comprehensive radiological tests to verify that the radiation levels of these
products do not exceed the guideline levels before they are allowed to be
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supplied in the market.
 
     As the discharge of nuclear-contaminated water is unprecedented and will
continue for 30 years or more, the Government will closely monitor and step
up the testing arrangements. Should anomalies be detected, the Government
does not preclude further tightening the scope of the import ban.
 
     From noon on March 12 to noon today (March 13), the CFS conducted tests
on the radiological levels of 194 food samples imported from Japan, which
were of the "aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea salt" category.
No sample was found to have exceeded the safety limit. Details can be found
on the CFS's thematic website titled "Control Measures on Foods Imported from
Japan"
(www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_rafs/programme_rafs_fc_01_30_Nucl
ear_Event_and_Food_Safety.html).

     In parallel, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) has also tested 50 samples of local catch for radiological levels. All
the samples passed the tests. Details can be found on the AFCD's website
(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/fisheries/Radiological_testing/Radiological_Test.htm
l).
 
     The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) has also enhanced the environmental
monitoring of the local waters. No anomaly has been detected so far. For
details, please refer to the HKO's website
(www.hko.gov.hk/en/radiation/monitoring/seawater.html).
 
     From August 24 to noon today, the CFS and the AFCD have conducted tests
on the radiological levels of 35 943 samples of food imported from Japan
(including 24 060 samples of aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea
salt) and 9 978 samples of local catch respectively. All the samples passed
the tests.

LCQ16: Medication treatment for
depression

     Following is a question by the Hon Lam So-wai and a written reply by the
Acting Secretary for Health, Dr Libby Lee, in the Legislative Council today
(March 13):

Question:

     It has been reported that a study has pointed out that about 18 per cent
of the patients suffering from depression do not have an adequate response to
medications (i.e. they are suffering from treatment-resistant depression),
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and they are more prone to have suicidal tendencies and other illnesses than
ordinary patients suffering from depression. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(1) whether it knows the current number of patients suffering from treatment-
resistant depression who are receiving treatment at the psychiatric
departments of the hospitals under the Hospital Authority (HA);

(2) as it has been reported that a study has confirmed that an antidepressant
drug that targets the glutamate system can, within a few hours, alleviate the
suicidal thoughts of patients suffering from treatment-resistant depression,
and that approval was given by the Department of Health in July last year for
the inclusion of the drug in the Drug Formulary of the HA, whether it knows
(i) the hospitals whose psychiatric departments are currently prescribing the
drug, and (ii) the number of patients who have received treatment with the
drug so far, with a breakdown by hospital cluster; and

(3) whether it knows if the HA will allocate additional resources so that
more patients suffering from depression can benefit from medication treatment
with a better and faster curative effect; if the HA will, of the details; if
not, the reasons for that?

Reply:

President,

     The reply to the question raised by the Hon Lam So-wai is as follows:

(1) In 2022-23, the number of psychiatric patients diagnosed with depression
in the Hospital Authority (HA) was around 66 800 (including in-patients as
well as specialist out-patient clinic and day hospital patients). The HA does
not maintain statistics on the number of psychiatric patients with treatment-
resistant depression.

(2) The first antidepressant targeting the glutamate system, Esketamine, has
been included in the HA Drug Formulary as a Special drug since mid-2023.
Special drugs are used under specified clinical application with specific
specialist authorisation. These drugs are provided at standard fees and
charges in public hospitals and clinics when prescribed under specific
clinical conditions. Psychiatrists of the HA will prescribe HA patients
suitable and an appropriate amount of medications (including Esketamine)
based on professional diagnosis and the patients' clinical conditions to
ensure that patients receive timely and appropriate treatment. In 2023-24 (as
at the end of February 2024), 17 patients were prescribed Esketamine for
treatment of depression, and the breakdown by hospital clusters is as
follows:
 

Hospital cluster Number of patients prescribed
Esketamine

Kowloon Central 1
Kowloon East 2



New Territories East 15
Total 17

Note: One of the patients has received treatment in two hospital clusters.

(3) The HA provides mental health services in an integrated and multi-
disciplinary approach. Psychiatric doctors, psychiatric nurses, clinical
psychologists, occupational therapists and medical social workers provide
comprehensive medical services, including in-patient services, out-patient
services, day rehabilitation training and community support services, to
patients with mental health needs (including those suffering from
depression), according to their medical conditions and clinical needs.

     The HA has been expanding the coverage of its Drug Formulary through an
established mechanism to provide long-term sustainable, affordable and
appropriate support to patients with mental health needs. Apart from drug
treatment, the HA currently provides Electroconvulsive Therapy and
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation for the treatment of depression. Healthcare
professionals will refer patients with depression to receive appropriate
treatment according to their medical conditions and clinical needs.

     The HA will continue to review its mental health services and treatment
options (including the prescription of newer drugs) to provide appropriate
support to patients in need.

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Wednesday,
March 13, 2024 is 104.6 (up 0.2 against yesterday's index).

15th National Games calls for emblem,
mascot, slogan and anthem

     The 15th National Games to be cohosted by Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao
for the first time is set to take place in 2025. The call for designs for the
Games' emblem, mascot, slogan and anthem commenced today (March 13).
      
     The call, which is led by Guangdong, was announced today. Relevant
details are published in the call announcement
(www.baygames.cn/node_6d7cc21ab6) (Chinese only) issued by the 15th National
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Games Guangdong Region Executive Committee. Interested persons and
organisations are welcome to participate. They should follow the guidelines
set out in the call announcement to submit their designs and related
documents in hard copy by post to the designated address, and in electronic
form through the Games' website (www.baygames.cn) (Chinese only). The
deadlines for submission are set out below:
 

Item Deadline for submission
Slogan April 30, 2024
Emblem May 15, 2024
Mascot May 31, 2024
Anthem September 30, 2024

     A spokesman for the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau said, "The
cohosting of the National Games by Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao is of great
significance. We hope Hong Kong people will actively participate and give
their full support for the Games."

https://www.baygames.cn/

