
Speech by SCST at opening reception of
Trevor Yeung: Courtyard of
Attachments, Hong Kong in Venice
(English only) (with photo)

     Following is the speech by the Secretary for Culture, Sports and
Tourism, Mr Kevin Yeung, at the opening reception of "Trevor Yeung: Courtyard
of Attachments, Hong Kong in Venice" today (April 19, Venice time):

Kenneth (Chairman of the Hong Kong Arts Development Council, Mr Kenneth Fok),
Bernard (Chairman of M+ Board, Mr Bernard Chan), Trevor (exhibition artist Mr
Trevor Yeung), distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
 
     Good afternoon!

     Welcome to the opening ceremony of the Hong Kong exhibition of the 60th
Venice Biennale. This is one of our flagship overseas arts and cultural
events supported by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR)
Government through the Arts and Sports Development Fund. The exhibition is
co-organised by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council and M+ of the West
Kowloon Cultural District Authority.

     Like everyone here today, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR supports
the development of arts and culture. We are committed to nurturing our local
arts and cultural institutions and artists and helping them go global. This
is one of our strategies and action agendas in fortifying our role as an
East-meets-West centre for international cultural exchange, a position that
our country has given us.

     Venice Biennale is one of the world's most prestigious platforms for
international contemporary art and Hong Kong has been participating since
2001. Being an important platform to showcase the artistic excellence of the
institutions and artists in Hong Kong, it is also an important channel to
tell the good stories of Hong Kong and help boost our economy by attracting
world audience to visit our art market.

     The Hong Kong exhibition here has witnessed the many successful
connections between our institutions and artists and the international arts
and culture community. 

     Today, I am proud to present to you our home-grown artist – Trevor. In
just a minute, Trevor will immerse you in a captivating experience surrounded
by glass fish tanks that are commonly seen in Hong Kong, in his exhibition
"Trevor Yeung: Courtyard of Attachments, Hong Kong in Venice". I am sure you
will be amazed by Trevor's talent and enjoy the exhibition which gives you a
glimpse of the authentic experience in Hong Kong.
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     I would also like to express gratitude to the team in Hong Kong Arts
Development Council and the curatorial team in M+ Museum, in particular our
project curator Olivia Chow. Their dedication and professionalism are
instrumental in the success of this exhibition.

     Before closing, I would also like to invite all of you to come to Hong
Kong and visit our first-ever Hong Kong Performing Arts Expo in mid-October
this year. It will be organised by the Hong Kong Arts Development Council at
multiple performing venues in Hong Kong including the West Kowloon Cultural
District.

     At the Expo, performing arts professionals from all over the world will
meet, and explore possible collaboration, perhaps with visual arts.

     Thank you very much again for joining us here today. And I hope you
enjoy the exhibition at the Hong Kong exhibition.

  

Electoral Affairs Commission Report on
2023 District Council Ordinary
Election published

     Upon improving district governance and reforming the District Councils
(DCs) in 2023, the seventh term of District Council election was successfully
concluded on December 10 last year. The new term of DCs have assumed office
since January 1 this year. The Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) Report on
the 2023 District Council Ordinary Election (DCOE) was published today (April
19).
      
     The Report describes the EAC's conduct and supervision of this election
at various stages, and provides a detailed account of the related preparatory
work, electoral arrangements, complaint handling, etc. The EAC also detailed
in its Report their review of the procedures and arrangements for this
election, including the investigation findings on the Electronic Poll
Register system incident, and put forth specific enhancement recommendations
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for improving future electoral arrangements.
      
     "We are very grateful to the EAC for their efforts and various
arrangements made to ensure the smooth implementation of this election in a
fair, just and clean manner, as well as their in-depth and detailed review of
various electoral arrangements with respective recommendations," a Government
spokesman said.
      
      "The successful conclusion of this DC election is of particular
significance. The reformed DCs have greatly benefited the implementation of
livelihood-related work, and have been conducive to the welfare of people,
enabling them to live and work in contentment. At the same time, the full
implementation of the principle of "patriots administering Hong Kong" and the
"last piece of the puzzle" of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) governance system ensures the steadfast and successful implementation
of "one country, two systems", and the long-term stability and safety of the
HKSAR. The Government will continue to work closely with the EAC to follow up
on the recommendations contained in the report," the Government spokesman
continued.
      
     In accordance with the requirements of the Electoral Affairs Commission
Ordinance (Cap. 541), the EAC submitted the report on the 2023 DCOE to the
Chief Executive on March 8, 2024. In line with the principle of open and
transparent elections, the Government agreed with the EAC's recommendation
that the report should be made public. The report can be downloaded from the
EAC website (www.eac.hk) and is available for viewing at the Registration and
Electoral Office and the Home Affairs Enquiry Centres of District Offices.

Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Swimming Pool
temporarily closed

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (April 19)
that Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Swimming Pool in Yuen Long District has been
temporarily closed for cleaning and superchlorination following the discovery
of a small amount of faeces in the pool.

     It will be reopened at 6.30am tomorrow (April 20).

     The department appeals to swimmers to be considerate and to keep the
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swimming pools clean. They are advised not to swim after a full meal and
should use the toilet facilities if necessary before swimming.

 
 

Hong Kong and Dongjiang sign MOU on
promotion of aircraft leasing (with
photos)

     The Secretary for Transport and Logistics, Mr Lam Sai-hung, and the
member of the Standing Committee of the Communist Party of China Tianjin
Municipal Committee and Executive Vice Mayor of Tianjin, Mr Liu Guiping,
today (April 19) witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between the Transport and Logistics Bureau (TLB) and the Administrative
Commission of the Tianjin Dongjiang Free Trade Port Zone to deepen co-
operation in the development of the aircraft leasing and financing
industries.

     Both Hong Kong and Tianjin have an important role to play in promoting
the aircraft leasing and financing industry as well as financial innovation
and operation. According to the MOU, the two sides will fully utilise their
comparative advantages and join hands to build a regionally linked and
complementary aircraft leasing and financing platform to promote co-operation
between enterprises of the two places. Relying on the advantages of Hong Kong
as an international financial centre and those of Dongjiang in the clustering
of players of the aircraft leasing industry, the two sides will forge deeper
co-operation in different areas, including financing, business, international
competition, publicity, and the promotion of talent exchanges and training.

     Mr Lam said in his speech that the MOU marks a new milestone in the
development of aircraft leasing between Hong Kong and Tianjin Dongjiang. The
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government has been promoting the
development of aircraft leasing in Hong Kong in accordance with the Outline
Development Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and the
report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China. The
Bill to enhance the aircraft leasing preferential tax regime was passed by
the Legislative Council in February this year, thereby further strengthening
Hong Kong's competitiveness in the global aircraft leasing market. As an
international financial centre and an international aviation hub, Hong Kong
is well positioned to provide the necessary resources and support to aircraft
lessors.

     The Tianjin Dongjiang Free Trade Port Zone has become the largest
aircraft leasing hub in China and the second largest in the world after
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Ireland. With the signing of the MOU, Mr Lam said he looks forward to more
aircraft lessors, airlines, as well as organisations and individuals who need
to lease aircraft, utilising the joint platforms of the two places for
aircraft leasing business.

    

HKSAR Government expresses gratitude
for country’s support to further
expand mutual access between capital
markets of Mainland and Hong Kong and
to listing of leading Mainland
enterprises in Hong Kong

     The China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC) issued an announcement
today (April 19) about a series of measures to further expand the mutual
access between the capital markets of the Mainland and Hong Kong. The
measures include (i) expanding the eligible product scope of equity exchange-
traded funds (ETFs) under Stock Connect, (ii) including real estate
investment trusts (REITs) under Stock Connect, (iii) supporting the inclusion
of Renminbi (RMB) stock trading counter under Southbound trading of Stock
Connect, (iv) enhancing the arrangements for mutual recognition of funds, and
(v) encouraging leading enterprises of industries in the Mainland to list in
Hong Kong. The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government
warmly welcomes the measures and would like to express sincere gratitude to
the Central People's Government for the unwavering support to Hong Kong.

     The Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, said, "The measures announced today
are important initiatives to support the further development of Hong Kong's
financial markets, increase the number of attractive investment products,
provide more investment opportunities to domestic, Mainland and overseas
investors, and enhance Hong Kong's status as an offshore RMB business centre.
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Central People's
Government and relevant ministries for their tremendous support for the
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development of Hong Kong's financial markets. Mr Xia Baolong said in the
opening ceremony of National Security Education Day, "As long as Hong Kong
asks, the motherland will surely respond. No matter what difficulties and
challenges Hong Kong encounters, the backing and support from the motherland
will only increase and will not weaken." This further expansion of mutual
access between the financial markets of the Mainland and Hong Kong
encapsulates our country's firm support for Hong Kong to enhance its status
as an international financial centre and fully demonstrates our country as
the biggest backing for the development of Hong Kong's financial industry.
The HKSAR Government will continue to enhance the competitiveness of Hong
Kong's financial markets, proactively contribute to our country's development
as a financial powerhouse, commit to our international characteristics, and
increase the impetus for growth."

     The Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, said, "Each of the measures to
expand the mutual market access will further strengthen Hong Kong's role to
connect the Mainland and international capital markets, enable us to better
perform our function as a unique platform for attracting capital and high-
quality enterprises from both directions, enrich the asset allocation options
for Mainland and international investors, and provide more investment options
for offshore RMB, thereby contributing to the steady and prudent advancement
of RMB internationalisation. Our country's support for leading Mainland
enterprises of industries to list in Hong Kong will benefit Hong Kong's
initial public offering market. The increase of listed companies with long-
term growth and return potential in Hong Kong will also drive the development
of our secondary market. The further expansion of product coverage under
mutual market access will broaden investment options for domestic, Mainland
and overseas investors and facilitate their asset allocation. This will
attract more capital to the Mainland and Hong Kong markets and benefit long-
term market development. Moreover, enabling Mainland investors to trade Hong
Kong stocks using RMB through the Southbound trading of Stock Connect will
enhance the investment function of RMB offshore."

     Mr Chan continued, "We would like to express our sincere gratitude to
the Central People's Government for the strong support, and the relevant
Mainland ministries and institutions for their collaboration and assistance.
We will closely liaise with the ministries and institutions to implement the
measures as soon as possible. In parallel, we will take forward relevant
supporting measures at full speed, including waiving the stamp duty payable
on the transfer of REIT units, extending the Grant Scheme for Open-ended Fund
Companies and Real Estate Investment Trusts, enhancing the regulatory regime
for collective investment schemes and REITs, etc. Furthermore, we will
strengthen our efforts to attract enterprises and open up new capital
sources, and enhance the development momentum of Hong Kong's financial
markets continuously."

     According to the announcement, the regulators of the two places will
work together towards the early implementation of the measures mentioned
above. 


