
Red flag lowered at Silverstrand Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible and repeat it at regular
intervals:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department said today (April 23) that
the red flag at Silverstrand Beach in Sai Kung District has been lowered.

     The red flag was hoisted earlier due to inclement weather.

Inspection of aquatic products
imported from Japan

     In response to the Japanese Government's plan to discharge nuclear-
contaminated water at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Station, the Director of
Food and Environmental Hygiene issued a Food Safety Order which prohibits all
aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds originating from the 10
metropolis/prefectures, namely Tokyo, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Miyagi, Chiba,
Gunma, Tochigi, Niigata, Nagano and Saitama, from being imported into and
supplied in Hong Kong.
 
     For other Japanese aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds that are not
prohibited from being imported into Hong Kong, the Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will conduct
comprehensive radiological tests to verify that the radiation levels of these
products do not exceed the guideline levels before they are allowed to be
supplied in the market.
 
     As the discharge of nuclear-contaminated water is unprecedented and will
continue for 30 years or more, the Government will closely monitor and step
up the testing arrangements. Should anomalies be detected, the Government
does not preclude further tightening the scope of the import ban.
 
     From noon on April 22 to noon today (April 23), the CFS conducted tests
on the radiological levels of 184 food samples imported from Japan, which
were of the "aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea salt" category.
No sample was found to have exceeded the safety limit. Details can be found
on the CFS's thematic website titled "Control Measures on Foods Imported from
Japan"
(www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_rafs/programme_rafs_fc_01_30_Nucl
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     In parallel, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) has also tested 50 samples of local catch for radiological levels. All
the samples passed the tests. Details can be found on the AFCD's website
(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/fisheries/Radiological_testing/Radiological_Test.htm
l).
 
     The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) has also enhanced the environmental
monitoring of the local waters. No anomaly has been detected so far. For
details, please refer to the HKO's website
(www.hko.gov.hk/en/radiation/monitoring/seawater.html).
 
     From August 24 to noon today, the CFS and the AFCD have conducted tests
on the radiological levels of 45 019 samples of food imported from Japan
(including 29 481 samples of aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea
salt) and 12 032 samples of local catch respectively. All the samples passed
the tests.

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Tuesday,
April 23, 2024 is 106.1 (same as yesterday's index).

Dedicated 100% Loan Guarantee Scheme
for Cross-boundary Passenger Transport
Trade and Dedicated 100% Loan
Guarantee Scheme for Travel Sector
extend application period

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     As entrusted by the Government, HKMC Insurance Limited announced a final
six-month extension of the application period of the Dedicated 100% Loan
Guarantee Scheme (DLGS) for Cross-boundary Passenger Transport Trade and the
DLGS for Travel Sector to October 28, 2024.
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     The above schemes were launched on April 29, 2023, to support the
business resumption of the cross-boundary passenger transport trade and the
travel sector after the COVID-19 epidemic. Details are available on the
schemes' website: www.hkmc.com.hk/dlgs. Eligible enterprises/persons wishing
to apply for the loans may approach the relevant lending institutions. For
public enquiries, please call the schemes' hotline at 2536 9788.

Fraudulent website and mobile
application related to Chong Hing Bank
Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Chong Hing Bank Limited relating to a
fraudulent website and a mobile application (App), which have been reported
to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on the HKMA
website.

     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).

     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the website
or App concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information
provided in the press release, and report the matter to the Police by
contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at
2860 5012.
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