
Red flags hoisted at Shek O Beach and
Big Wave Bay Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (May 12)
that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Shek O Beach and Big
Wave Bay Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beachgoers are advised
not to swim at these beaches.

Bouncing back after work injury

     The Government's Pilot Rehabilitation Programme for Employees Injured at
Work has attracted over 700 injured construction workers since its launch in
September 2022, facilitating their early recovery and return to work. On May
9, the programme was extended to include the catering and hotel industry as
well as the transportation and logistics industry.
 
     News.gov.hk spoke to a participant and a Labour Department doctor to
find out about the services offered under the programme and how it benefits
the injured employees and their employers.
 
     The story is available at www.news.gov.hk/eng/feature today (May 12) in
text and video format.

HKSAR Government strongly disapproves
and rejects report of US
Congressional-Executive Commission on
China

     The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)
today (May 11) strongly disapproved and opposed the so-called "2023 Annual
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Report" issued by the United States (US) Congressional-Executive Commission
on China (CECC), which made biased, slandering and smearing remarks against
the situation in the HKSAR.

     A HKSAR Government spokesperson said, "The HKSAR Government strongly
disapproves and opposes the CECC's repeated tactics to interfere in the
affairs of the HKSAR through the so-called annual report, and make slandering
remarks against Hong Kong, where 'one country, two systems' is successfully
implemented. The US is once again overriding the rule of law with politics
and making unfounded and fact-twisting remarks. Such attempt to undermine the
prosperity and stability of Hong Kong and interfere in Hong Kong's law-based
governance is doomed to fail."

     The spokesperson said, "The so-called 'sanctions' as mentioned in the
US' so-called report is a smack of despicable political manipulation to
intimidate the HKSAR officials safeguarding national security. These grossly
interfere in China's internal affairs and Hong Kong affairs, and violate the
international law and the basic norms governing international relations. US'
CECC clamoured for so-called 'sanctions' against dutiful HKSAR officials, the
HKSAR Government strongly condemns their political grandstanding rife with
ill intentions, which have been seen through by all. The HKSAR despises such
so-called 'sanctions' and is not intimidated by such a despicable behaviour.
The HKSAR will resolutely continue to discharge the duty of safeguarding
national security."
      
     The spokesperson reiterated, "The HKSAR Government steadfastly
safeguards national sovereignty, security and development interests, and
fully and faithfully lives up to the highest principle of 'one country, two
systems'. It will resolutely, fully and faithfully implement the Hong Kong
National Security Law (NSL), the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance and
other relevant laws safeguarding national security in the HKSAR, to
effectively prevent, suppress and impose punishment for acts and activities
endangering national security in accordance with the law, whilst maintaining
the common law system, adhering to the principle of the rule of law and
upholding the rights and freedoms of Hong Kong people in accordance with the
law, so as to ensure the steadfast and successful implementation of the
principle of 'one country, two systems'. The HKSAR Government strongly
demands the UK to immediately stop acting against the international law and
basic norms of international relations and interfering in China's internal
affairs and Hong Kong affairs."

     Regarding the slandering remarks in the US' so-called report and the
relevant statement about the HKSAR, the Government solemnly rejects them in
the ensuing paragraphs.

Safeguarding National Security

     The HKSAR Government spokesperson said, "The HKSAR Government strongly
opposes the absurd and untrue content regarding legislation safeguarding
national security in the HKSAR contained in the US' so-called report. The US
side has ignored the large-scale and incessant riots during the 'colour
revolution' in Hong Kong that occurred in 2019 which devastated our society,



livelihood and economy. It ignored the fact that it is an international
practice and an inherent right and responsibility for sovereign state to
enact laws safeguarding national security. The US has at least 21 pieces of
laws safeguarding national security; and blatantly attacked the HKSAR in
safeguarding national security dutifully, faithfully and in accordance with
the law. Such positions fully exposed the US' double standards. The US must
discern the fact that the NSL has enabled the livelihood and economic
activities of the Hong Kong community at large to resume as normal.

     "As regards the offenses related to seditious intention, the courts of
the HKSAR have ruled in different cases that the provisions relating to
sedition are consistent with the relevant provisions of the Basic Law and the
Hong Kong Bill of Rights on the protection of human rights, and that a
proportionate and reasonable balance has been struck between safeguarding
national security and protection of the freedom of speech. The offence is not
meant to silence expression of any opinion that is only genuine criticisms
against the Government based on objective facts.

     "In terms of law enforcement, the HKSAR law enforcement agencies have
been taking law enforcement actions based on evidence and strictly in
accordance with the law in respect of the acts of the persons or entities
concerned, and have nothing to do with their political stance, background or
occupation. The Police have the responsibility to pursue those who are
suspected of committing offences under the NSL outside Hong Kong. The persons
who have been put on the wanted list have fled overseas and are suspected of
continuing to commit offences under the NSL. Their malicious acts to endanger
national security have been seen through by all, and there is no doubt that
they have clearly and seriously endangered national security. As the law
enforcement department of the HKSAR safeguarding national security, the
Police are duty bound to put the persons concerned on the wanted list in
accordance with the law and the action is fully justified. The
extraterritorial effect for the laws safeguarding national security in the
HKSAR fully aligns with the principles of international law, international
practice and common practice adopted in various countries and regions. It is
both necessary and legitimate, and is also in line with those of other
countries and regions around the world. It can be seen that the national
security laws of various countries, including the US, the United Kingdom,
Australia, Canada and the Member States of the European Union, also have
extraterritorial effect under the 'personality principle' and the 'protective
principle'. The US has no basis and has no right at all to point its fingers
in a vexatious and frivolous manner.

     "As repeatedly stressed by the HKSAR Government, the laws safeguarding
national security in the HKSAR are precisely for safeguarding national
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity; and ensuring the full and
faithful implementation of the principle of 'one country, two systems' under
which the people of Hong Kong administer Hong Kong with a high degree of
autonomy. It will also better safeguard the fundamental rights and freedoms
of the residents of the HKSAR and other people in the city, including those
doing business in Hong Kong. The relevant laws have set out clear definitions
and criminal elements which will not affect regular exchanges between Hong



Kong residents and people here for business with foreign countries. These
normal interactions and business activities are protected by the Basic Law
and the local laws of the HKSAR, and cannot be confused with acts and
activities endangering national security."

     As for the so-called US report which smears the Hong Kong SAR's
custodial and rehabilitation work, it is groundless, misleading,
irresponsible and absurd. The HKSAR Government solemnly points out that the
Correctional Services Department (CSD) performs its duties in accordance with
law and regulations, and is committed to ensuing the principles of secure,
safe, humane, decent and healthy, and upholding the principles of equality in
managing all persons in custody (PICs), regardless of their background. The
CSD adheres to the principles of both "safe custody" and "rehabilitation" to
provide PICs with a suitable and healthy custodial environment. CSD's
rehabilitation programme aims to offer reflection and learning opportunities
to PICs, and promote law-abiding and inclusive values among PICs so that they
can lead a healthy life upon release. Participation of PICs in relevant
rehabilitation programmes are voluntary.
      
     "As regards the so-called Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office
Certification Act as mentioned in the US' so-called report, the HKSAR
Government despised the hypocrisy and barbaric act of US politicians driven
only by their own political gains, fabricating groundless excuses, and
attacking the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Offices' legitimate and rational
economic and trade promotion activities. The HKSAR Government sternly urged
the US to stop pushing forward the so-called Hong Kong Economic and Trade
Office Certification Act and all its wrongful and bullying acts that damage
the economic and trade relations between Hong Kong and the US."

Safeguarding Due Administration of Justice and Rule of Law

     The HKSAR Government spokesman pointed out, "Hong Kong is a society
underpinned by the rule of law and has always adhered to the principle that
laws must be obeyed and lawbreakers held accountable is well recognised by
international communities. Article 85 of the Basic Law clearly stipulates
that the courts of the HKSAR shall exercise judicial power independently,
free from any interference. As guaranteed by the Basic Law and the Hong Kong
Bill of Rights, all defendants charged with a criminal offence shall have the
right to a fair trial by the judiciary exercising independent judicial power.
It is extremely inappropriate to make unwarranted comments on criminal trials
which are ongoing in the HKSAR courts. It is also a complete disregard to the
spirit of the rule of law.

      "The Department of Justice has all along, by virtue of Article 63 of
the Basic Law, to take charge of criminal prosecutions. All prosecutorial
decisions are based on an objective analysis of all admissible evidence and
applicable laws. The Judiciary of the HKSAR exercises judicial power
independently in accordance with the law, and everyone charged with a
criminal offence has the right to a fair hearing. The courts decide cases
strictly in accordance with the evidence and all applicable laws. Cases will
never be handled any differently owing to the profession, political beliefs
or background of the persons involved. The prosecution has the burden to



prove beyond reasonable doubt the commission of an offence before a defendant
may be convicted by the court.

     "The right to choice of lawyers is protected by the Basic Law, and it is
well-established by case law that such a choice means a right to choose
lawyers who are available and entitled to practise in Hong Kong, and not
overseas lawyers who are not qualified to practise. As a matter of fact, in
the US, there is simply no regime for ad hoc admission of overseas lawyers
similar to that in Hong Kong, not to mention any regime which allows overseas
lawyers who are not qualified to practise generally there to handle national
security cases. The amendment to the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159)
was introduced by the Government last year with a view to addressing the
potential national security risks associated with the participation in
national security cases by overseas lawyers who are not qualified to practise
generally in Hong Kong, and implementing the interpretation by the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress of Articles 14 and 47 of the
NSL."

Safeguarding Rights and Freedoms

     The HKSAR Government spokesperson said, "The HKSAR Government
steadfastly safeguards the rights and freedoms enjoyed by Hong Kong people as
protected under the law. Since Hong Kong's return to the motherland, human
rights in the city have always been robustly guaranteed constitutionally by
both the Constitution and the Basic Law. The NSL and the Safeguarding
National Security Ordinance clearly stipulates that human rights shall be
respected and protected in safeguarding national security in the HKSAR, and
that the rights and freedoms, including the freedoms of speech, of the press,
of publication, of association, of assembly, of procession and of
demonstration, that Hong Kong residents enjoy under the Basic Law and the
provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights as applied to Hong Kong shall be protected in accordance with the law.
Nonetheless, as in other places of the world, such rights and freedoms are
not absolute. The ICCPR also expressly states that some of them may be
subject to restrictions as prescribed by law that are necessary for
protection of national security, public safety, public order or the rights
and freedoms of others, etc."

Reform of District Councils (DCs)

     The HKSAR Government spokesperson pointed out, "The HKSAR Government
strongly refutes the fallacious descriptions about the reform of DCs in the
US' so-called report. The chaos of the earlier term DCs is well known to
everyone in Hong Kong and abhorred. Putting DCs back to the right track and
reforming them is therefore necessary and imperative. Reforming DCs is an
important part of improving district governance. Having a variety of methods
for the formation of DCs enables people who love the country, have an
affection for Hong Kong and are dedicated to serving their districts to
participate in the work of DCs through a variety of channels, would reflect
public opinions more comprehensively and accurately.



     "The 2023 DC Ordinary Election was the first large-scale territory-wide
election under the improved district governance structure and the reformed
DCs. The election is of great significance in terms of returning the DCs to
their rightful positioning under Article 97 of the Basic Law as advisory and
service bodies that are not organs of political power, and in terms of fully
implementing the principle of 'patriots administering Hong Kong'. This was a
high-quality election conducted in a fair, just, clean, safe and orderly
manner, demonstrating fully an election culture of excellence and the
superiority of the reformed DCs."

Speech by DCS at China Daily Hong Kong
“21st Century Cup” National English
Speaking Competition (Hong Kong
Region) Awards Ceremony (English only)

     Following is the speech by the Deputy Chief Secretary for
Administration, Mr Cheuk Wing-hing, at China Daily Hong Kong "21st Century
Cup" National English Speaking Competition (Hong Kong Region) Awards
Ceremony:

Deputy Director-General Lin (Deputy Director-General, Department of
Publicity, Cultural and Sports Affairs, Liaison Office of the Central
People's Government in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR),
Mr Lin Nan), Counselor Huang (Political Counselor, Office of the
Commissioner, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China
in the HKSAR, Mr Huang Jingrui), Secretary Mak (the Secretary for Home and
Youth Affairs, Miss Alice Mak), Acting Secretary Sze (the Acting Secretary
for Education, Mr Sze Chun-fai), Mr Zhou (Deputy Editor-in-Chief, China Daily
Group and Publisher and Editor-in-Chief, China Daily Asia Pacific, Mr Zhou
Li), teachers, students, parents, ladies and gentlemen,

     Good afternoon. It is great pleasure to join you at the Awards Ceremony
for this year's "21st Century Cup" National English Speaking Competition,
which has been successfully held for 28 sessions since 1996, with millions of
young participants nationwide to have joined. Hong Kong is very privileged to
be included since 2017.

     This year, more than 1 200 students from 200 Hong Kong schools have
taken part in the competition which includes six categories, from
kindergarten children all the way to university students. It is truly amazing
to see our kids to be so diligent, disciplined and confident at such young
ages. It also goes to show that it is never too early to start learning
something, especially if it is something useful in opening up one's world.
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     I am glad to note that the university winner – to be announced later in
today's ceremony – will move on to the National Grand Final competition, to
be held in Suzhou this October, competing against about a hundred speakers
from all over the country.

     Meanwhile, the Hong Kong winners in the primary and secondary-school
categories will also have the opportunity to attend the Finals – to see and
hear, at first-hand, the wealth of talent there.

     Knowing that Hong Kong students have won two national championships in
the past years, I have hope in our representative doing well again! No
pressure though.

     Aspiration aside, being able to join such a national competition is a
win in itself already. The exposure, the experience and the chance to be
motivated by equal competitors are valuable. I truly congratulate our
representative, who would also be cheered on by fellow younger winners.

     The secondary school champion, let me add, will participate in overseas
Model United Nations courses.

     In short, this annual competition is a precious opportunity for our
young awardees to develop their talent and to connect with other gifted
students from across our country.

     In doing so, they will gain more affection for, and a deeper
understanding of our nation and its remarkable achievements – in science,
innovation and technology, humanities and much more. No less important,
they'll begin to gain an appreciation of how they can contribute to the
development of our great nation, its economy, its culture and its future.

     Our students could also gain a global perspective, a lifelong learning
spirit and a positive mindset. If I could put the clock back, I really wish I
were one of you to be able to join this fascinating and meaningful
competition.

     And while our bright young students are in the Mainland, I am sure that
they will be telling the good stories of Hong Kong – good stories of the
grand principle of "one country, two systems", our "eight centres"
positioning, our determination to build a "vibrant economy for a caring
community". We've certainly all learned how brilliantly well our students can
do that.

     My thanks to the organisers, China Daily Hong Kong and VDO English,
together with 15 support organisations, including the Education Bureau and
the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau, for making this all possible – for putting
together such an extraordinary programme for our youth, in Hong Kong and
throughout the nation.

     My gratitude goes out, as well, to the competition's judges – some 80
supremely talented, community-minded adjudicators.

     And to all the schools and teachers and many supporters, let me say that



your involvement, your day-after-day dedication to our youth is at the very
heart of this remarkable programme.

     President Xi Jinping said, "As China strives to build itself into a
strong country and achieve national rejuvenation through advancing Chinese
modernisation, now it is the prime time for all young students." I think you
would also agree that it is the prime time for youths living in Hong Kong
too. 

     With exceptional creativity, eloquence and a strong sense of patriotism,
our youths truly stand to benefit from the country's continued growth and
development. In return, future pillars of our society would be able to best
contribute to a great new chapter for Hong Kong and our country by being a
better version of themselves.

     The HKSAR Government released the Youth Development Blueprint in 2022
with the same vision – to nurture a new generation of young people with an
affection for our country and our city, global perspectives and positive
thinking. Please be assured that we will continue to implement and enhance
some 160 measures in the blueprint.

     I would also like to take this opportunity to encourage you all to pay
attention to and if possible, join the Youth Development Summit to be held on
August 10, 2024 as the opening and highlight of the next Youth Festival. Be
rest assured that we will also continue to implement various youth exchange
and internship programmes in the Mainland and overseas.

     Finally, ladies and gentlemen, my congratulations to our deserving
winners and finalists. We'll hear from them in just a few minutes.

     Thank you.

Cluster of Influenza A cases at Shatin
Hospital

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The spokesman for Shatin Hospital (SH) made the following announcement
today (May 11):

     Six patients (aged 58 to 94) in a medical and geriatrics ward have
presented with symptoms of fever or respiratory symptoms since May 7.
Appropriate viral tests were arranged for the patients and their test results
were positive for Influenza A. Two patients are currently hospitalised at
Prince of Wales Hospital for other medical needs. One of them is in serious
condition due to underlying illness and the other is stable. The remaining
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four patients are being treated in isolation in SH and are all in stable
condition.

     Infection control measures have already been stepped up according to
established guidelines. All other patients in the ward concerned are under
close surveillance.

     The cases have been reported to the Hospital Authority Head Office and
the Centre for Health Protection for necessary follow-up.


