
Inspection of aquatic products
imported from Japan

     In response to the Japanese Government's plan to discharge nuclear-
contaminated water at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Station, the Director of
Food and Environmental Hygiene issued a Food Safety Order which prohibits all
aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds originating from the 10
metropolis/prefectures, namely Tokyo, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Miyagi, Chiba,
Gunma, Tochigi, Niigata, Nagano and Saitama, from being imported into and
supplied in Hong Kong.
 
     For other Japanese aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds that are not
prohibited from being imported into Hong Kong, the Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will conduct
comprehensive radiological tests to verify that the radiation levels of these
products do not exceed the guideline levels before they are allowed to be
supplied in the market.
 
     As the discharge of nuclear-contaminated water is unprecedented and will
continue for 30 years or more, the Government will closely monitor and step
up the testing arrangements. Should anomalies be detected, the Government
does not preclude further tightening the scope of the import ban.
 
     From noon on December 2 to noon today (December 3), the CFS conducted
tests on the radiological levels of 143 food samples imported from Japan,
which were of the "aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea salt"
category. No sample was found to have exceeded the safety limit. Details can
be found on the CFS's thematic website titled "Control Measures on Foods
Imported from Japan"
(www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_rafs/programme_rafs_fc_01_30_Nucl
ear_Event_and_Food_Safety.html).

     In parallel, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) has also tested 50 samples of local catch for radiological levels. All
the samples passed the tests. Details can be found on the AFCD's website
(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/fisheries/Radiological_testing/Radiological_Test.htm
l).
 
     The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) has also enhanced the environmental
monitoring of the local waters. No anomaly has been detected so far. For
details, please refer to the HKO's website
(www.hko.gov.hk/en/radiation/monitoring/seawater.html).
 
     From August 24, 2023, to noon today, the CFS and the AFCD have conducted
tests on the radiological levels of 103 333 samples of food imported from
Japan (including 66 599 samples of aquatic and related products, seaweeds and
sea salt) and 23 264 samples of local catch respectively. All the samples
passed the tests.
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Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Tuesday,
December 3, 2024 is 106.6 (up 0.1 against yesterday's index).

SCED to lead business delegation to
visit Xinjiang

     The Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development, Mr Algernon Yau,
will lead a business delegation to depart for Urumqi, Xinjiang, tomorrow
(December 4) to promote Hong Kong's business opportunities, and meet with
government officials of Xinjiang and Kazakhstan to strengthen economic and
trade co-operation among the three places, with a view to jointly exploring
the full range of opportunities arising from the Belt and Road Initiative.
 
     Members of the delegation include the Commissioner for Belt and Road, Mr
Nicholas Ho, and representatives from major chambers of commerce and
enterprises. They will attend a co-operation and exchange forum between China
(Xinjiang, Hong Kong) and Kazakhstan on December 5 to promote Hong Kong's
advantages, strengthen collaboration and foster economic and trade co-
operation and cultural exchanges with Xinjiang and Kazakhstan.
 
     During the visit, Mr Yau will meet with representatives of Hong Kong
enterprises in Xinjiang to learn about their business operations and the
latest economic developments in the region.
 
ã€€ã€€Mr Yau will return to Hong Kong in the evening on December 6. During
his absence, the Under Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development, Dr
Bernard Chan, will be the Acting Secretary for Commerce and Economic
Development.

HKETO, Brussels supports screening of
Hong Kong films at Spain Moving Images
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Festival (with photo)

     The Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Brussels (HKETO, Brussels)
supported the screening of Hong Kong films in the eighth Spain Moving Images
Festival (SMIFest), taking place in Madrid, Spain from December 2 to 9
(Madrid time).

     The SMIFest is paying tribute to the renowned Hong Kong director, Wong
Kar-wai, featuring a retrospective of his iconic classics, presented by
celebrated Spanish cinema critics and filmmakers.  As part of the SMIFest
programme, a masterclass will be organised at the TAI School of the Arts,
exploring the influence of Hong Kong cinema on the global film landscape.

     HKETO, Brussels hosted a media presentation and networking reception on
December 2 (Madrid time). Speaking at the reception, Deputy Representative of
HKETO, Brussels, Miss Grace Li, highlighted the unique position of Hong Kong
as a leading force in the Asian film industry.  She also remarked on the
Government’s commitment to nurturing talent, enhancing local productions,
expanding markets and building audiences.

     The SMIfest is the festival of Asian audiovisual experimentation, art-
house cinema, and video art.  It is dedicated to emerging Asian filmmakers
and artists, alongside with the work of pioneering and classic creators. 
Four movies of Wong Kar-wai, "Happy Together", "Chungking Express", "In the
Mood for Love", and "2046" will be screened at the eighth SMIFest.

  

A wet November with three tropical
cyclone episodes

     November 2024 was characterised by the successive strikes of tropical
cyclones Yinxing, Toraji and Man-yi at the end of the typhoon season of Hong
Kong, necessitating the issuance of tropical cyclone warning signals for
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these three episodes, the first time in November since 1946. With a stronger
than normal cyclonic flow in the lower atmosphere over the coast of southern
China, the month was also cloudier and wetter than usual. The mean amount of
cloud in the month was 71 per cent, around 13 per cent above the normal of 58
per cent. The monthly total rainfall recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory
was 194.1 millimetres, about five times the November normal of 39.3
millimetres and the second highest on record for November, just after the
224.2 millimetres recorded in November 1914. The accumulated rainfall up to
November this year was 2 309.7 millimetres, a deficit of around 4 per cent
compared with the normal of 2 402.4 millimetres for the same period. Despite
the rather gloomy and rainy conditions, the month was warmer than usual with
the mean temperature of 23.0 degrees, 0.8 degrees above the normal and one of
the ninth highest on record for November. Together with the higher than usual
temperatures in September and October, the autumn of this year was much
warmer than usual. The mean temperature of 26.5 degrees and mean minimum
temperature of 24.5 degrees were both the highest on record for the same
period. Moreover, the mean maximum temperature of 29.2 degrees was one of the
highest on record for the same period.

     Under the influence of a dry northeast monsoon, the weather of Hong Kong
was fine and dry on the first day of the month. With plenty of sunshine,
temperatures at the Observatory rose to a maximum of 30.6 degrees that
afternoon, the highest of the month. With a band of clouds covering the
coastal areas of Guangdong, local weather turned cloudier in the following
few days with a few light rain patches on November 3 and 4. While there were
still a few rain patches at first on November 5, the weather turned dry, with
sunny periods during the day with the arrival of a replenishment of the
northeast monsoon. Under the prevalence of the dry northeast monsoon, it was
generally fine during the day on November 6 and 7 apart from a few light rain
patches in the morning.

     Meanwhile, an area of low pressure over the western North Pacific to the
east of the Philippines intensified into a tropical depression on November 3
and was later named Yinxing. It moved northwestwards towards the northern
part of Luzon and progressively intensified into a super typhoon in the
following four days. After skirting past the northern part of Luzon, Yinxing
tracked generally westwards across the northern part of the South China Sea
on November 8 and 9. It then turned to move southwestwards over the seas
southeast of Hainan Island and weakened gradually on November 10 and 11.
Yinxing finally weakened into an area of low pressure over the coastal waters
of central Vietnam on November 12.

     Moreover, another area of low pressure over the seas east of the
Philippines progressively intensified into a tropical storm and was named
Toraji on November 9. It then moved west-northwestwards towards Luzon and
progressively intensified into a typhoon in the following two days. After
moving across Luzon, Toraji entered the central part of the South China Sea
on the afternoon of November 11. It then tracked generally northwestwards
towards the coast of Guangdong on November 12 and 13, and weakened gradually.
Toraji turned to track slowly westwards across the seas south of Hong Kong on
the morning of November 14. It finally weakened into an area of low pressure



over the seas south of Shangchuan Dao on the morning of November 15.

     Furthermore, an area of low pressure over the western North Pacific
progressively intensified into a tropical storm and was named Man-yi on
November 9. It moved towards Luzon in the following seven days and
intensified into a super typhoon on November 16. After moving across Luzon on
November 17, Man-yi tracked generally west-northwestwards across the northern
part of the South China Sea the next day and weakened. Man-yi gradually
turned to track southwestwards on the afternoon of November 19 and finally
weakened into an area of low pressure over the seas southeast of Hainan
Island on the morning of November 20.

     While the weather of Hong Kong was fine and dry during the day on
November 8, with the approach of Yinxing, it turned cloudy with isolated
showers at night. Under the combined effect of the northeast monsoon and
Yinxing, the weather of Hong Kong was mainly cloudy with a few showers on
November 9 and 10. Strong winds affected many places of the territory on the
night of November 9 and the next morning. With Yinxing departing from Hong
Kong, local winds moderated gradually during the day on November 10.

     While there were a few isolated showers at first on November 11, the
weather turned mainly fine on the afternoon and the next day. With the
approach of Toraji, the weather of Hong Kong deteriorated again with a few
squally showers on November 13. Local winds also strengthened gradually in
the afternoon. As Toraji was expected to come rather close to Hong Kong with
its associated gale force winds posing a threat to the territory, the
Observatory issued the No. 8 Gale or Storm Signal on the night of November
13, the latest issuance of the No. 8 Gale or Storm Signal during a year since
1946. Strong to gale force northeasterly winds affected most parts of the
territory at first on November 14. The outer rainbands of Toraji also brought
squally showers to Hong Kong on that day. With the weakening of Toraji, local
winds moderated gradually later on November 14. Under the influence of the
remnants of Toraji, the weather remained cloudy with occasional rain on
November 15. More than 30 millimetres of rainfall were generally recorded
over the territory, and rainfall even exceeded 70 millimetres over parts of
Sha Tin and Tai Po Districts on November 14 and 15.

     It was mainly cloudy with a few showers on November 16 and 17, with
heavier showers in some areas on the night of November 16. Around 10
millimetres of rainfall were recorded over many places of the territory and
rainfall even exceeded 30 millimetres over the eastern part of Hong Kong
Island and Kowloon East. A fresh to strong northeast monsoon affected Hong
Kong on November 18 and there were sunny intervals. There were also a few
light rain patches with the approach of Man-yi. Under the combined effects of
a spring tide, northeast monsoon and Man-yi, water levels in Hong Kong were
particularly high on the night of November 18. The water levels of Quarry
Bay, Tai O and Tai Po Kau reached 3.36, 3.36 and 3.52 metres above the Chart
Datum respectively and they were all the highest on record for November.
Minor flooding occurred in some low-lying areas including the banks of Shing
Mun River, Lei Yue Mun, Tai O and Sha Tau Kok.

     Under the influence of the northeast monsoon and a broad band of rain-



bearing clouds, the weather was gloomy and rainy on November 19 and 20. The
rain was heavier at first on November 20, and more than 50 millimetres of
rainfall were recorded over most parts of the territory. There were still a
few rain patches at first on November 21. With the band of clouds covering
the coast of southern China thinning out gradually, there were sunny
intervals that afternoon and on November 22. Affected by a fresh to strong
easterly airstream, the weather was mainly cloudy with a few rain patches
from November 23 to 25. A cold front moved across the coastal areas of
Guangdong in the small hours on November 26. Locally, while there were a few
showers at first, under the influence of the associated dry northeast
monsoon, the weather turned fine and dry during the day and remained so till
the end of the month. It was cool in the morning and at night on the last
three days of the month, with temperatures at the Observatory dropping to a
minimum of 16.5 degrees on the morning of November 30, the lowest of the
month. Temperatures were appreciably lower in the New Territories.

     Five tropical cyclones occurred over the South China Sea and the western
North Pacific in November 2024.

     Details of issuance and cancellation of various warnings/signals in the
month are summarised in Table 1. Monthly meteorological figures and
departures from normal for November are tabulated in Table 2. 


