
Red flags hoisted at Silverstrand
Beach and Clear Water Bay Second Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:

Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:

     Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (December
5) that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Silverstrand Beach
and Clear Water Bay Second Beach in Sai Kung District. Beachgoers are advised
not to swim at these beaches.

2024 Constitution Day Seminar (with
photos/video)

     To enable the community to have a better understanding of the
Constitution, the Basic Law, and the HKSAR's constitutional basis as laid
down by the Constitution and the Basic Law, the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government and the Liaison Office of the
Central People's Government in the HKSAR today (December 4) jointly held a
seminar on Constitution Day, with the Endeavour Education Centre as the
supporting organisation.
    
     About 1 000 participants from various sectors of the community attended
the Seminar themed "The Constitution and Further Deepening Reform
Comprehensively". The Seminar comprised of two parts: a keynote speech and a
panel discussion. The keynote speech was delivered by Professor Mo Jihong,
who is the Member of the Academy of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Director of the Institute of Law of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Dean of the School of Law of the University of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, and Executive Vice-President of the Association of Constitutional
Law of the China Law Society. The panel discussion was moderated by member of
the Management Committee of the Endeavour Education Centre, Miss Elsie Leung,
who hosted a discussion with Hong Kong member of the Standing Committee of
the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC), and non-official member of the Executive Council and
member of the Legislative Council, Mr Martin Liao; and member of the HKSAR
Basic Law Committee of the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress, Dr William Wong, SC, on the vital functions of the Constitution in
the process of further deepening reform comprehensively and promoting Chinese
modernisation, as well as Hong Kong's integral roles in this regard.
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     Speaking at the Seminar, the Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, said that in
the course of further deepening the reform comprehensively, the status of the
Constitution as the fundamental law of the country must be upheld, and the
provisions, principles and spirit of the Constitution must be firmly
safeguarded and implemented, so as to ensure that the reforms are heading in
the right direction and are carried out correctly and steadily. At the same
time, education on the Constitution must be stepped up, because only when all
people fully understand the content and spirit of the Constitution, a
favourable atmosphere of respecting and abiding by the law can be created in
society, and reforms can move forward steadily while abiding by the rule of
law. He pointed out that the Resolution (the Resolution of the CPC Central
Committee on Further Deepening Reform Comprehensively to Advance Chinese
Modernization) adopted at the Third Plenary Session of the 20th Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC Central Committee) put forward
more than 300 important reform initiatives, many of which are closely related
to Hong Kong, and the key requirement throughout is that the HKSAR should
fully capitalise on the institutional advantages under the "one country, two
systems" principle.

     Addressing in his speech, Mr Zheng Yanxiong, the Director of the Liaison
Office of the Central People's Government in the HKSAR, mentioned that with
the propelling of further comprehensive deepening of reforms, the full
implementation of the Constitution mechanism will be further enhanced. The
rule of law and Rule of the Constitution will step to a new stage and enter a
new horizon in the new journey of the Chinese modernisation. The spirit of
the rule of law and innovation will lead Hong Kong to a higher level of
security and quality development. At present, with the staunch support of the
Central Government, the strong leadership of the HKSAR Government, and the
concerted efforts of all sectors of the HKSAR, the situations in Hong Kong
society remain stable, and the economic and social developments of Hong Kong
experience favourable changes. Hong Kong is now entering the best period for
striving for economic growth and development at full strength.

     When delivering his keynote speech, Professor Mo expressed his full
confidence in the future of Hong Kong, which originates from the successful
implementation of the Basic Law in Hong Kong in an active and effective
manner. He pointed out that we must firmly establish the awareness of the
importance of the Constitution, consciously uphold the authoritative status
of the Constitution as the fundamental law in promoting Hong Kong's economic
development and prosperity, use the reform spirit of the Constitution to
promote practical innovation of the HKSAR's system, and continue to ensure
that on the premise of the Central Authorities' effective exercise of overall
jurisdiction, we can fully mobilise and utilise the initiative and
proactiveness of all sectors of the community in Hong Kong, and encourage and
support the HKSAR and the HKSAR Government to make good use of the high
degree of autonomy conferred by the Constitution and the Basic Law, in order
to place the legitimate rights and interests of Hong Kong residents at the
core position of the HKSAR's system.

     During the panel discussion of the Seminar, Mr Liao said the
Constitution is the founding capital of modern countries and a country's



fundamental law which possess the highest authority and status. We are all
familiar that the Constitution is also the crystal of unity for the party and
the country and unity for the people. It is also a mutual adaptation to the
history of the country, the cultural background, the social values, as well
as the current institution and mechanism, and a representation of the entire
country's spiritual outlook, both internally and externally. Dr Wong pointed
out that the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee put
forward new development concepts, emphasising on comprehensive ruling of the
country in accordance with the law. He considered this as opportunities for
all young people in Hong Kong, for the reason that establishing a completely
fair cultural awareness and a fair mechanism allow all citizens to give full
play to their strengths and pursue happy lives.
    
     The Government has arranged the government website as well as some major
television stations to broadcast live the Seminar. The full version of the
Seminar will also be uploaded to the website of the Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs Bureau (www.cmab.gov.hk/en/home/index.htm) to enable members
of the public to review the Seminar. They may visit the dedicated webpage
(www.cmab.gov.hk/en/issues/constitution_day.htm) for other information about
Constitution Day.

    

  

CSTB convenes meeting to strengthen
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co-ordination of preparation work for
receiving mega cruise ships (with
photo)

     The Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau (CSTB) convened a meeting
yesterday (December 3) to strengthen preparations for receiving mega cruise
ships homeporting at the Kai Tak Cruise Terminal (KTCT) in the coming months.
 
      
     The meeting was chaired by the Commissioner for Tourism, Mrs Angelina
Cheung, and attended by representatives of the Transport Department (TD), the
Hong Kong Police Force, relevant cruise lines, transport services providers,
the Hong Kong Tourism Board and the cruise terminal operator. 
      
     Mrs Cheung said, "The Government attaches great importance to
facilitating operations on international cruise lines, and aspires to furnish
cruise passengers with better visiting experiences, thereby consolidating
Hong Kong's position as a major homeport in Asia and attracting more ship
calls."
      
     Departing from Shanghai, Spectrum of the Seas will berth at the KTCT on
December 6 (Friday) until the afternoon on the same day with some 4 900
passengers from different places, beginning its seasonal homeport deployment
in Hong Kong with a total of eight ship calls in the coming two months. The
Government welcomes the ship to choose Hong Kong as its homeport, and looks
forward to working with the trade to better prepare to receive cruise
passengers.  
      
     At the suggestion of the CSTB, the cruise lines will collect information
from passengers and persons-in-charge of the tour groups on board regarding
post-disembarkation arrangements such as planned destinations and whether a
vehicle pick-up has already been arranged. The cruise lines will pass such
information to the terminal operator so that the transport arrangements can
be adjusted and enhanced as necessary.
      
     Transportation services at the KTCT will be strengthened during the
disembarkation period between 7am to 10.30am on December 6, with due regard
to the disembarkation arrangements by the cruise line, and to enable
passengers to head to different destinations. Improved services include:
 
(a) apart from four regular franchised bus routes and one minibus route, two
additional express bus routes will be in service, connecting the Kai Tak MTR
Station and the West Kowloon High Speed Rail Station (via Tsim Sha Tsui)
respectively. Franchised bus companies will step up service levels to meet
demand when necessary, and will deploy more buses with luggage racks to serve
passengers with luggage. At least 53 flights of buses will be in operation; 
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(b) coach operators will provide free and paid shuttle services as well as
support pre-arranged tours organised by local travel agents. At least 38
coaches will be in operation; and 

(c) with regard to taxis, since the taxi supply may fluctuate during peak
hours, shift-change hours and inclement weather conditions, in addition to
the existing mechanism of frequently notifying the taxi trade before and
during the disembarkation period via instant message platforms, the TD has
also recently communicated with the taxi trade specifically on cruise ship
calls, and will further assist in informing the taxi associations in advance
before the arrival of mega cruise ships. If an exceptionally strong demand is
anticipated, the terminal operator will, depending on the ground situation,
increase the face value of LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) coupons distributed
to each taxi that picks up passengers at the KTCT to $100 as appropriate.
Real-time messages to the taxi trade will also be refined by including the
forecast taxi demand on top of the time of disembarkation and real-time
waiting situations. 

     Furthermore, the CSTB reminded parties attending the meeting to work
together and take other necessary measures to ensure that passengers can
leave the terminal for their destinations quickly and smoothly. In
particular:
 
(a) making available to passengers, through cruise lines and before the
ship’s arrival, specific information about various transport options so that
passengers can decide on their transportation arrangements in advance; 

(b) imposing appropriate crowd management measures, through cruise lines, the
terminal operator and relevant parties early and in a timely manner, and
deploying sufficient manpower and signage at the KTCT to guide and assist
passengers; and 

(c) informing the terminal operator immediately of any congestion and major
traffic incidents in the vicinity of the KTCT and along major trunk roads so
that appropriate contingency measures can be imposed and alternate advice to
passengers could be given.       
     
     â€‹The Government has long been providing, and will continue to provide,
necessary support to the terminal operator with regard to receiving cruise
ships. The terminal operator should continue to discharge its
responsibilities of co-ordinating various departments, cruise lines, and
service providers on making appropriate transportation plans and on ensuring
efficient, smooth and effective management of cruise passenger flows.
Stakeholders will continue to maintain close communications on the ship calls
at the KTCT, plan in advance and co-ordinate different aspects for receiving
cruise passengers to Hong Kong. The CSTB will also closely monitor the
implementation of the strengthened measures and will further review and
adjust the arrangements for ship calls thereafter.



  

CS to visit Beijing

     The Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Chan Kwok-ki, will depart for
Beijing tomorrow afternoon (December 5) to attend a seminar on December 6 to
exchange views with representatives of the Ministry of Human Resources and
Social Security, the Human Resources and Social Security Department of
Guangdong Province, and the Talent Development Committee of the Macao Special
Administrative Region Government on promoting talent exchanges and co-
operation in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, and to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding. The Secretary for Labour and Welfare, Mr Chris
Sun, and the Director of Hong Kong Talent Engage, Mr Anthony Lau, will join
the visit. 

     Mr Chan and the delegation will return to Hong Kong on December 6.
During his absence, the Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Cheuk
Wing-hing, will be the Acting Chief Secretary for Administration. During Mr
Sun's absence, the Under Secretary for Labour and Welfare, Mr Ho Kai-ming,
will be the Acting Secretary for Labour and Welfare.

Appeal for information on missing boy
in Tsing Yi (with photo)

     Police today (December 4) appealed to the public for information on a
boy who went missing in Tsing Yi.

     Kwok Cheuk-hin, aged 15, went missing after he left his residence in
Tsing Yi Estate on December 2 afternoon. His family then made a report to
Police.
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     He is about 1.78 metres tall, 52 kilograms in weight and of thin build.
He has a pointed face with yellow complexion and short black hair. He was
last seen wearing a black top, black trousers and black and white
slippers.     

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing boy or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Persons Unit of New Territories
South on 3661 1174 or 6103 4963, or email to rmpu-nts-2@police.gov.hk, or
contact any police station.
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