
Toddler rescued 15 hours after
abduction prior to NYE
A boy is seen taken away by a woman in this surveillance video.
[Photo/Weibo] 

A three-year-old boy was rescued by police just 15 hours after he was
kidnapped by a woman on Thursday, two days before the Spring Festival.

A Shenzhen resident surnamed Zhao reported shortly after 17:00 on Thursday
that his son had gone missing while playing near home. The family searched
for him for over an hour but could not find him.

The local police found via surveillance video that shortly after 15:40 the
boy was taken away in a taxi by a middle-aged woman, whom the family did not
know.

The police identified the woman as 34-year-old migrant worker from Guangxi
Zhuang autonomous region. She was unemployed and lived in a hotel in
Shenzhen. When the police arrived at her hotel, they found that the woman
surnamed Wei took the boy to the hotel but had checked out and left.

Police found that Wei appeared at the Luohu Railway Station in Shenzhen
shortly after 17:00 and they concluded that she had left Shenzhen by train.
With help from railway police, they found that Wei boarded a train with the
boy to Wuchang, Huhan province, at 18:00.

Wei was spotted on the train. When the train arrived in Wuchang shortly after
6 am Friday, the police arrested the woman and rescued the boy.

Wei said she took the boy to fake as her own son to repair the relationship
with her former boyfriend. Wei gave birth to a boy in 2015 in Shenzhen, who
died shortly after. Wei broke up with her boyfriend soon after the birth
however the boyfriend was unaware of the baby’s death. This year she wanted
to meet her ex-boyfriend in Hubei for Spring Festival.

WeChat data reveals Chinese passion
with monetary gift

Giving monetary gift through WeChat, China’s major instant messaging app, has
become a popular holiday custom, with people born in the 1980’s being the
most active group, according to latest data of WeChat.

On Friday alone, the eve of 2017 lunar new year, a record of some 14.2
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billion electronic hongbaos, or red packets containing gift money, were given
and received, according to WeChat, which is operated by Tencent.

Those who were born in the 1980s have sent and received the most red packets
last year compared to those born in the 1990s and 1970s.

WeChat data also showed that men tend to give out more hongbaos than women.
Geographically, people in Guangdong, Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Hunan lead in
giving and receiving red packets.

It is a tradition of Chinese to give hongbao to friends and relatives during
Spring Festival. Nowadays, Valentine’s Day, Father’s Day and other local
festivals are also the peak times for red packets.

This year, new forms of red packets such as “face-to-face and AR red packets”
were adopted. Lin Yuwen, a Beijing resident, said he distributed red packets
totaling 1,200 yuan (175 U.S. dollars) on Friday, almost double the amount
last year.

Analysts say the electronic red packets are used by Internet giants to expand
their shares in the mobile payment market.

Man killed in tiger attack in east
China zoo

A man has died in hospital after he was attacked by a tiger in a zoo in the
eastern Chinese city of Ningbo on Sunday afternoon.

The attack occurred around 2 p.m. at the Tiger Hill enclosure in Ningbo
Youngor Zoo, according to the administrative committee of Dongqian Lake
Tourist and Holiday Resort in the city, where the zoo is located.

The tiger was shot dead by the police. The surveillance footage is currently
being reviewed.

China unveils top names for Mars
spacecraft

China has released a short list of eight names for the country’s first Mars
spacecraft, which is scheduled to launch by 2020.
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The eight names– “Fenghuang” (phoenix), “Tianwen” (questions for heaven),
“Huoxing” (Mars), “Tenglong” (soaring dragon), “Qilin” (Kylin), “Zhuque”
(rose finch), “Zhuimeng” (chasing dreams) and “Fengxiang” (flying phoenix),
were the top names chosen from over 14,500 choices submitted through more
than 35,900 proposals entered by people worldwide.

China plans to launch its first Mars spacecraft by 2020, which will orbit,
land and explore the Red Planet.

Proposals were accepted from August last year.

The eight names were selected via a jury review and online polls.

The final choice will be announced around Space Day, April 24, according to a
moon probe and space program center under the State Administration of
Science, Technology and Industry for National Defence, which solicited the
proposals.

China launches emergency measures over
missing boat in Malaysia

File photo shows the port in Kota Kinabalu (KK). [Photo/Xinhua]

The China National Tourism Administration (CNTA) on Sunday activated
emergency measures after a boat carrying mainly Chinese tourists was reported
to have gone missing in Malaysia.

An emergency team led by a deputy chief of the administration has been set up
to deal with the incident, according to a CNTA statement.
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The administration is checking the information of the tourists, and the staff
in its Singapore office are preparing to search the area where the boat went
missing, the statement said.

A boat carrying 31 people, among them more than 20 tourists from China, lost
contact with marine authorities after it left a port in Kota Kinabalu (KK) in
the eastern Malaysian state of Sabah to Pulau Mengalum, a popular tourist
island 60 km west of KK, on Saturday, the Consulate General of China in KK
said Sunday.

It is not clear yet what caused the disappearance of the boat, but an
official from the Chinese consulate said there was unfavorable weather
condition Saturday.


