
Courier company fined for not checking
parcels

Post authority in eastern China’s Jiangsu Province recently imposed a hefty
fine on an express delivery company for failing to check parcels as required
by the law.

The post administration of Suqian City fined the unnamed courier company
150,000 yuan (about 23,000 U.S. dollars) last week after receiving evidence
from local police that the company’s loophole had been used by drug
traffickers to send drugs.

Two suspects, identified by their surnames as Chen and Liu, had hidden
methamphetamines in toys and sent them through the courier company for
multiple times, according to police officer Lu Hua.

“We investigated the courier company and found that at last three branches of
the company had not checked the parcels nor identify the senders, which
apparently broke the the Anti-Terrorism Law.

The company’s CEO and managers of the branches were also fined 10,000 yuan
each.

Lu said this was the first such penalty imposed in Suqian since the Anti-
Terrorism Law was enforced on Jan. 1, 2016.

According to the law, rail, road, sea, air and express delivery operators
must check the identity of their clients, and perform a safety check for all
transported goods.

Those who violate the law are subject to a fine of between 100,000 to 500,000
yuan.

Gu Dalong, assistant professor of law in Southeast University, said the
courier company was correctly fined.

In October last year, a courier company in Fujian Province was fined 110,000
yuan for delivering 100 parcels containing marijuana.

“Express delivery is an industry that relates to almost every household.
Supervision of the industry needs to be stepped up,” said Zhu Lijia from the
Chinese Academy of Governance.
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China improves cultural services since
18th CPC National Congress

China has released documents and spent more money to improve services in the
cultural sector since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China in 2012.

According to figures from the National Bureau of Statistics, the cultural
industry and its related industries accounted for 4.07 percent of the
country’s GDP in 2016 from 3.48 percent in 2012.

China spent more than 77 billion yuan (11.6 billion U.S. dollars) in
developing cultural sector in 2016, up 60.5 percent from 2012, according to
official figures.

Chinese films reached nearly 49.3 billion yuan in ticket sales, growing from
17 billion yuan in 2012, according to the State Administration of Press,
Publication, Radio, Film and Television (SAPPRFT).

In the overseas market, Chinese films earned more than 3.8 billion yuan in
2016, 3.6 times that in 2012, and more than 2.7 billion yuan in the first
half of 2017, SAPPRFT reported.

China also issued a guideline and a law to promote cultural services for the
public.

Since 2012, the central government has invested 1.6 billion yuan to support
the construction of 214 public libraries, museums, and cultural centers at
prefecture level.

China airs documentary on building a
strong army

Chinese broadcasters have aired a documentary on the achievements of military
reforms during the last five years, inspiring confidence in the country’s
goal of building a strong army.

The eight-episode series, aired from Sept. 29, highlights how the Chinese
army has stepped forward to solve problems and reshape its political ecology,
organizational structure, system and work style, since the 18th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China in 2012.

The documentary, Qiang Jun, which means building a strong army, was produced
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by the Political Work Department of the Central Military Commission and is
being aired on both the state broadcaster China Central Television (CCTV) and
local television stations.

Many Chinese have expressed their pride after watching some episodes.

“A documentary worth waiting for. China has undergone such great changes
during the five-year reform,” said a user named “Guihang.”

Chu Qingyi, 21, said that she has longed to join the army since she was a
child and that desire is stronger after watching the documentary.

He Xiaoming, daughter of revolutionary Marshal He Long, said there had been
worries about the development of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army but the
military “has been reborn and took on new look” after just five years of
reform.

Hebei, Tianjin move to curb air
pollution

North China’s Hebei Province, home to several of China’s most polluted
cities, is taking measures to tackle air pollution ahead of the winter
heating season.

The province has ordered its rural regions surrounding Beijing to use
electricity and natural gas to replace coal burning, a major cause of smog in
winter.

By the end of October, raw coal burning in rural homes will be banned in 18
counties and districts under the jurisdiction of Langfang and Baoding which
border Beijing and Tianjin.

In other regions, 1.8 million households must change from traditional coal-
fired heating sources to gas and electric ones.

The province is also improving energy efficiency and replacing coal with
clean energy in the industrial sector.

Authorities have ordered heavily polluting industries, including steel,
casting and coking, to restrict production and cut their emissions of
industrial pollutants during the four-month winter heating period that
usually starts on November 15.

The port city of Tianjin has issued similar measures for heavily polluting
industries.

Data shows that pollutants created by the burning of coal increase by 30
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percent during winter, said Yang Yong from Tianjin Environmental Protection
Bureau.

Without output limits, one of the most effective ways to reduce pollution,
the levels of pollutants would exceed environmental capacity, he said.

Most of the industries affected have been operating over capacity and the
limits will not lead to a marked shortage of supply, he said.

The Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region sits in the heart of the North China Plain
where air pollution, particularly winter smog, often occurs as a result of
the high concentration of industrial and vehicle emissions, limited air
circulation and the burning of coal.

Local governments are taking harsher measures to fight air pollution with
more residents increasingly worried about the health impacts, particularly of
PM 2.5, airborne particles smaller than 2.5 microns in diameter.

China has set a target to reduce the level of PM 2.5 pollution by at least 15
percent in the cities around the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region between October
2017 and March 2018.

China diverts 10 bln cubic meters of
water from south to north

Some 53.1 million people in northern China have benefited from the country’s
massive water diversion project which has so far transferred 10 billion cubic
meters of water from the south to the draught-prone north, authorities
announced Tuesday.

The water pumped from the Yangtze River has gone to Beijing, Tianjin and the
provinces of Henan and Hebei along the middle route of the water diversion
project, according to the South-to-North Water Diversion Office under the
State Council.

The middle route of the project carries water through canals and pipes from
Danjiangkou reservoir in central China’s Hubei Province. It came into
operation in late 2014.

The project has supplied 2.7 billion cubic meters of water to Beijing,
serving 11 million people.

Currently about 70 percent of Beijing’s water supply comes from the project.
The city’s per capita water resources have increased from 100 to 150 cubic
meters. Previously the city’s water supply came mainly from underground
water.
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Tianjin got 2.2 billion cubic meters of water while Henan and Hebei provinces
got 3.5 billion cubic meters of water and 1.1 billion cubic meters of water
respectively.

Officials with the office said the project has played “an indispensable
strategic role” in helping the north ease water shortage, improve water
quality and ecology, build a resource-conserving society and prevent natural
disasters.


