
Li Qiang appointed Shanghai CPC chief,
replacing Han Zheng

Li Qiang has been appointed as the secretary of the Shanghai Municipal
Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC), replacing Han Zheng, the CPC
Central Committee announced Sunday.

Li will no longer serve as secretary of the Jiangsu Provincial Committee of
the CPC. He will be replaced by Lou Qinjian, who was formerly secretary of
the Shaanxi Provincial Committee. Hu Heping has replaced Lou as secretary of
the Shaanxi Provincial Committee.

28 telecom fraud suspects repatriated
from Cambodia

Twenty-eight telecom fraud suspects were repatriated from Cambodia to
southwest China’s Chongqing Municipality Sunday morning, according to a
source with the Chinese police.

The suspects are part of a group of 61 people caught in a China-Cambodia
joint police operation earlier this month.

China’s Ministry of Public Security, along with police from Chongqing
Municipality and Shandong Province, began investigating the telecom fraud
cases in early September.

The suspects allegedly made phone calls to people on the Chinese mainland
cheating victims out of money by pretending to be law enforcement or with
falsely promised high-return investments.

Bank cards, computers, and mobile phones involved in the cases were also
seized.

In recent years, Chinese police have tracked down Chinese nationals hiding
overseas who have participated in telecom fraud, mainly targeting victims on
the mainland.

The police also had 74 suspects caught and repatriated from Cambodia in
another operation early October.
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Shenzhen opens first tram line

The south China city of Shenzhen opened its first tram line over the weekend
to help ease traffic pressure.

Stretching 11.7 km, the tram line has 20 stops and passes through Shenzhen’s
most populated areas such as Longhua Trade Zone. Each tramcar can carry a
maximum of 350 passengers, about two to three times that of a bus, according
to a source of the Shenzhen Xiandai Tramcar Company, the service provider.

The zero-emission tramcar, with an average speed of 23-25 kilometers per
hour, is equipped with ultracapacitors, which allow it to recharge within 30
seconds while passengers are boarding.

Passengers can pay for tickets with cash, transit pass, or WeChat and Alipay
electronic payment. Shenzhen, a boomtown facing Hong Kong across a river,
falls under jurisdiction of Guangdong Province. It has a population of more
than 10 million.

China eyes rural tourism for poverty
alleviation

China wants to develop tourism in rural areas to help lift more people out of
poverty as the government has identified poverty eradication as the key task
in the building of a moderately prosperous society by 2020.

China aims to lift 12 million people out of poverty through tourism from 2016
to 2020, according to the China National Tourism Administration (CNTA).

In southwest China’s Guizhou Province, authorities have identified thousands
of tourism resources and supported 14 impoverished counties to build tourist
areas.

The projects have helped 70,000 villagers raise their incomes to above the
provincial poverty line, according to the CNTA.

Across the country, local governments have mobilized efforts and pumped
funding into improving infrastructure and services in rural areas to
facilitate the development of tourism.

China has set 2020 as the target to complete the building of a moderately
prosperous society, which requires the eradication of poverty.

As of the end of 2016, there were 43.35 million Chinese living below the
national poverty line.
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Air quality in Beijing, Tianjin
worsens this year

China’s Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei area saw air quality worsen in the first three
quarters as the level of key pollutants PM2.5 and PM10 rose, official data
showed Saturday.

The 13 cities monitored in the area reported “good” air quality on 52.6
percent of days during the January-September period, down 8.7 percentage
points from the ratio in the same period last year, according to Liu Zhiquan,
head of environmental monitoring at the Ministry of Environmental Protection

The density of PM2.5 in those cities went up 10.3 percent percent from a year
ago, and the density of PM10 climbed 10.7 percent.

In September, Beijing had “good” air quality on 53.3 percent of the days,
down 13.4 percentage points from the share in the same period last year.

Density of PM10 surged by a staggering 53.8 percent in the capital.

Nationwide, the 338 cities monitored by the MEP reported good or excellent
air quality on 79.4 percent of the days in the first three quarters, slight
down from the same period last year.

Air quality usually worsens in winter in northern China where cold weather
conditions and the burning of coal for heating combine to exacerbate the
situation.

To improve air quality in the season, the MEP has started rounds of on-site
environmental inspections in cities around the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei area.

The government has also encouraged use of cleaner fuel for heating.
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