
Update on dengue fever

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(January 5) reported the latest number of dengue fever (DF) cases, and urged
the public to maintain strict environmental hygiene, mosquito control and
personal protective measures both locally and during travel.
      
     From December 29 last year to yesterday (January 4), the CHP recorded
one imported DF case. The patient had been to Sri Lanka during the incubation
period.
      
     As of yesterday, one imported case of DF had been recorded in 2024. In
2023, 62 imported cases of DF were recorded.

     The latest surveillance data shows that there is an increase in DF cases
noted in some places in Asia (such as Bangladesh, Malaysia, Taiwan and
Thailand) compared to the same period last year. Members of the public, while
travelling abroad, should stay vigilant and carry out effective mosquito
prevention and control measures. Detailed information on the latest DF
situation in Hong Kong, as well as neighbouring and overseas countries and
areas, has been uploaded to the CHP's website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/df_imported_cases_and_overseas_figures_eng.pdf).

     "Apart from general measures, travellers returning from areas affected
by DF should apply insect repellent for 14 days upon arrival in Hong Kong. If
feeling unwell, seek medical advice promptly and provide travel details to
the doctor," a spokesman for the CHP said.

     The public should take heed of the following advice on mosquito control:
 

Thoroughly check all gully traps, roof gutters, surface channels and
drains to prevent blockage;
Scrub and clean drains and surface channels with an alkaline detergent
compound at least once a week to remove any deposited mosquito eggs;
Properly dispose of refuse, such as soft drink cans, empty bottles and
boxes, in covered litter containers;
Completely change the water of flowers and plants at least once a week.
The use of saucers should be avoided if possible;
Level irregular ground surfaces before the rainy season;
Avoid staying in shrubby areas; and
Take personal protective measures such as wearing light-coloured long-
sleeved clothes and trousers and apply insect repellent containing DEET
to clothing or uncovered areas of the body when doing outdoor
activities.

     
     DEET-containing insect repellents are effective and the public should
take heed of the tips below:
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Read the label instructions carefully first;
Apply right before entering an area with risk of mosquito bites;
Apply on exposed skin and clothing;
Use DEET of up to 30 per cent for pregnant women and up to 10 per cent
for children*;
Apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent; and
Re-apply only when needed and follow the instructions.

     â€‹* For children who travel to countries or areas where mosquito-borne
diseases are endemic or epidemic and where exposure is likely, those aged 2
months or above can use DEET-containing insect repellents with a DEET
concentration of up to 30 per cent.

     â€‹â€‹The public should call 1823 in case of mosquito problems and may
visit the following pages for more information: the DF page of the CHP and
the Travel Health Service, the latest Travel Health News, tips for using
insect repellents, and the CHP Facebook Page and YouTube Channel.

Lands Department issues 12 pre-sale
consents in fourth quarter of 2023

     The Lands Department (LandsD) announced today (January 5) that 12 pre-
sale consents for residential developments involving 5 285 residential units
were issued in the fourth quarter of 2023.
 
     Details of the above residential developments (three of which being
phased developments) with pre-sale consents issued are as follows:
 

Expected year of
completion Developments

2024

• One development in Yuen Long (300
units)
• One development in Mid-Levels West
(7 units)

2025

• Three phases of a development in Kai
Tak (1 305 units)
• One development in Kwun Tong (807
units)
• Two developments in Yuen Long (676
units)
• Two phases of a development in Ho
Man Tin (990 units)
• One phase of a development in Wong
Chuk Hang (642 units)
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2026 • Another phase of the development in
Wong Chuk Hang (558 units)

     Taking into account the pre-sale consents issued in the first three
quarters in 2023, the LandsD issued a total of 39 pre-sale consents for
residential developments involving 21 258 residential units in 2023.
 
     As at December 31, 2023, 23 applications for pre-sale consent for
residential developments involving 10 345 residential units were being
processed. Details are as follows:
 

Expected year of
completion

No. of
applications

No. of residential
units involved

2024 6 296
2025 11 6 070
2026 6 3 979

     In addition, three applications for consent to assign involving 976
residential units and one non-residential unit as well as three applications
for pre-sale consent for non-residential developments were being processed.

     Members of the public can obtain up-to-date information on consents
issued for the past quarter and cases pending approval by visiting the
LandsD's website (www.landsd.gov.hk).

     Intending purchasers are advised to study carefully the details of the
development and the sale procedures, through information available from
public advertisements, sales brochures and price lists released by the
developer, before making a deposit for purchase. The sales brochure for a
development also contains a summary of the provisions of the Deed of Mutual
Covenant, including information on the common parts, the number of undivided
shares assigned to each unit, the term of years for which the manager is
appointed, the basis on which the management expenses are shared among the
owners of the units, as well as a summary of the provisions of the government
land grant, which intending purchasers are recommended to read carefully.

Refined arrangements for issuing
Certificate of Particulars of Vehicle

     The Transport Department (TD) said today (January 5) that the Government
has completed the review on the process of issuing the Certificate of
Particulars of Vehicle (the Certificate). The TD will implement the following
refined arrangements from January 8 onwards:
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(A) The TD will state the purposes of establishing the register of vehicles
(the Register), which are:

     (1) regulating the use of vehicles;
     (2) enabling the law enforcement agencies to discharge their
responsibilities; and
     (3) providing relevant information to persons directly affected by the
ownership or use of a vehicle who as a result need to ascertain the
particulars of that vehicle.

(B) In accordance with the purposes for which the Register is established,
the TD will specify the conditions under which it will only issue the
Certificate as follows:

     (1) The applicant is the registered owner of the vehicle; or
     (2) The applicant declares that he has obtained the written consent of
the registered vehicle owner concerned to acquire the relevant Certificate,
and that such information would only be used for purpose(s) as specified in
the written consent of the registered vehicle owner concerned. The applicant
must also state to the TD the identity document number/Certificate of
Incorporation Number/Company Registration Number of the vehicle owner, and
such information provided should conform with the records maintained by the
TD; or
     (3) The applicant declares that his (or his principal's) interests are
directly affected by the ownership or use of the vehicle, and therefore needs
to ascertain the particulars of that vehicle, and that such information would
only be used for the following specified purpose(s), including:
          (a) sale and purchase of vehicle;
          (b) insurance claims;
          (c) compensation/claims;
          (d) rectification of improper presence of the vehicle;
          (e) recover of fees/fines/charges and payment of loan involving a
vehicle;
          (f) legal proceedings involving the vehicle; and
          (g) safety recalls.

(C) With respect to the application procedures, the TD will continue to
accept both existing means of application by way of paper-based application
forms or online submissions. At the same time, the TD will issue the
"Guidance Notes on the Applications for a Certificate of Particulars of
Vehicle" (the Guidance Notes) concerning the arrangements for the application
for a Certificate, to provide details on the application procedures, the
interpretation and examples of the specified purposes for which a Certificate
could be issued, points to note, etc., for applicants' reference.

(D) In case the applicant considers that his application does not meet the
aforementioned specified conditions but there is a need to ascertain the
registered particulars of a vehicle due to other circumstances that involve
the ownership or uses of the vehicle and significant public interest, and
wishes the Commissioner for Transport to give special consideration for
issuance of a Certificate, the applicant may make an application under
exceptional circumstances through a written submission. The details of making



an application under exceptional circumstances are also available in the
Guidance Notes. Paper-based application forms and online applications are not
applicable to applications under exceptional circumstances.

(E) The TD or the law enforcement agencies may conduct checks on applications
as necessary. The TD may also conduct random checks on applications within
two years from the dates of issuance of the Certificates. Applicants are
required to retain all relevant supporting documents/information during the
aforementioned period, which may be subject to checking in the future. 

(F) Starting from January 2021, the TD launched the email notification
service for "the issue of the Certificate of Particulars of Vehicle" that
allows individual registered vehicle owners to be notified when an applicant
has obtained their personal data from the Certificate. Under the refined
arrangements, the TD will extend the above service to all registered vehicle
owners, including those registered in the name of companies. In cases where
the TD has issued a Certificate of a vehicle registered in the name of a
vehicle owner who has subscribed to the service, the TD will notify him by
email that a Certificate has been issued for an application concerning a
vehicle registered in his name and set out the details of the application
concerned.

     Upon implementation of the refined arrangements, the application process
for a Certificate will be enhanced. The TD will be able to further minimise
the risk of potential misuse or abuse of the information kept in the
Register, and step up the protection of registered vehicle owners' privacy. 

     The details of the refined arrangements, the revised Form TD318 (Rev.
01/2024) and the Guidance Notes have been uploaded to the TD's webpage
(www.td.gov.hk/en/public_services/licences_and_permits/rovaiocovp/index.html)
. The revised Form TD318 (Rev. 01/2024), as well as the Guidance Notes, will
also be available from the TD's four Licensing Offices starting from January
8.

     To accommodate the implementation of the refined arrangements, the
arrangements for submission of applications for a Certificate are as follows:

(A) The online service for the application for a Certificate will be
suspended from 5pm on January 5 to 8.59am on January 8 for system updates.
The service will resume from 9am on January 8, accepting online applications;
and

(B) The revised Form TD318 (Rev. 01/2024) will be in use starting from the
implementation date of the refined arrangements, i.e. January 8. From January
8, the TD will only accept applications using the revised Form TD318 (Rev.
01/2024) (except for applications under exceptional circumstances). From
January 8, if the existing version of the Form TD318 (Rev. 10/2019) is used
for an application, the TD will not process the application and will return
it to the applicant.
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Phishing email and fraudulent website
related to Alipay Financial Services
(HK) Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Alipay Financial Services (HK) Limited
relating to a phishing email and a fraudulent website.  The relevant stored
value facility (SVF) licensee has reported the case to the HKMA.
      
     The phishing email and the fraudulent website reported by the SVF
licensee known at the time are as follows:
admin@ainolserhos[.]live
https[:]//un[.]mx/zebi/
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that anyone who has provided his or
her personal information or account credentials, or who has conducted any
financial transactions, through or in response to the email and the website
concerned, should contact the relevant SVF licensee, and report to the Police
or contact the Anti-Deception Coordination Centre of the Police at 18222.

Hong Kong’s latest foreign currency
reserve assets figures released

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) announced today (January 5) that
the official foreign currency reserve assets of Hong Kong amounted to
US$425.5 billion as at the end of December 2023 (end-November 2023: US$424.6
billion) (Annex).

     There were no unsettled foreign exchange contracts at end-December 2023
(end-November 2023: US$0.2 billion).

     The total foreign currency reserve assets of US$425.5 billion represent
over five times the currency in circulation or about 40 per cent of Hong Kong
dollar M3.
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****************************************************************
 
     At present, four press releases relating to the Exchange Fund's data are
issued by the HKMA each month. Three of these releases are issued to
disseminate monetary data in accordance with International Monetary Fund's
Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS).  The fourth press release, on the
Exchange Fund's Abridged Balance Sheet and Currency Board Account, is made in
accordance with the HKMA's policy of maintaining a high level of
transparency. For the month of January 2024, the scheduled dates for issuing
the press releases are as follows:
 

January 5
SDDS International Reserves
(Hong Kong's Latest Foreign Currency Reserve Assets
Figures) 

January 12 SDDS Analytical Accounts of the Central Bank
(Analytical Accounts of the Exchange Fund) 

January 31 SDDS Template on International Reserves and
Foreign Currency Liquidity 

January 31 Exchange Fund Abridged Balance Sheet and
Currency Board Account 


