
Import of poultry meat and products
from Gifu Prefecture in Japan
suspended

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (January 5) that in view of a notification from
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan about an
outbreak of highly pathogenic H5 avian influenza in Gifu Prefecture in Japan,
the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend the import of poultry meat and
products (including poultry eggs) from the area with immediate effect to
protect public health in Hong Kong.

     A CFS spokesman said that according to the Census and Statistics
Department, Hong Kong imported about 1 080 tonnes of frozen poultry meat and
about 200.84 million poultry eggs from Japan in the first nine months of last
year.

     "The CFS has contacted the Japanese authority over the issue and will
closely monitor information issued by the World Organisation for Animal
Health and the relevant authorities on the avian influenza outbreak.
Appropriate action will be taken in response to the development of the
situation," the spokesman said.

Eurasian wigeons confirmed positive
for H5N1 virus

     Subsequent to announcing on December 22, 2023, that a Eurasian wigeon
carcass found in the Hong Kong Wetland Park in Tin Shui Wai and a Eurasian
wigeon receiving treatment at the Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden (KFBG)
preliminarily tested positive for the H5 avian influenza (AI) virus, the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) confirmed the birds
to be positive for the H5N1 AI virus after further laboratory testing, a
spokesman for the AFCD said today (January 5). 

     The Eurasian wigeon which received treatment at the KFBG was collected
earlier from the Wetland Park and humanely dispatched later. The Eurasian
wigeon is a winter visitor mainly found in the Deep Bay area.

     The spokesman noted that cleaning and disinfection has been stepped up
at the location where the dead bird was found in the Wetland Park. Notices
have also been put up to remind visitors to pay attention to personal
hygiene. The Wetland Park will keep a close watch on the situation of birds
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inside the Park. The KFBG has also stepped up cleaning and disinfection. For
the sake of prudence, all birds at a higher infection risk are under
quarantine and subject to further testings. The AFCD will continue to closely
monitor the situation.

     One chicken farm is respectively situated within 3 kilometres of where
the bird carcass was found in the Wetland Park and where the bird was kept at
the KFBG. The AFCD has informed the chicken farms concerned and no abnormal
mortality or symptoms of avian influenza among the chicken flocks have been
found so far. The AFCD will remind poultry farmers to strengthen
precautionary and biosecurity measures against AI. Pet bird shop owners and
licence holders of bird exhibitions will also be reminded to implement proper
precautions against AI.

     The spokesman said that the department will closely monitor poultry
farms and the wholesale market to ensure that proper precautions against AI
have been taken. The department will continue its wild bird monitoring and
surveillance.

     "People should avoid personal contact with wild birds and live poultry
and their droppings. They should clean their hands thoroughly after coming
into contact with them. The public can call 1823 for AFCD's follow-up if they
come across birds suspected to be sick or dead, including the carcasses of
wild birds and poultry," the spokesman said.

     The Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) will continue to be
vigilant over live poultry stalls. It will also remind stall operators to
maintain good hygiene.

     The Department of Health will keep up its health education to remind the
public to maintain strict personal and environmental hygiene to prevent AI.

     The AFCD, the FEHD, the Customs and Excise Department and the Police
will strive to deter the illegal importation of poultry and birds into Hong
Kong to minimise the risk of AI outbreaks caused by imported poultry and
birds that have not gone through inspection and quarantine.

     All relevant government departments will continue to be highly vigilant
and strictly enforce preventive measures against AI. Health advice about
preventing AI is available on the "Avian Influenza Health Advice" page at
www.afcd.gov.hk.

Fraudulent website and internet
banking login screen related to DBS
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Bank (Hong Kong) Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by DBS Bank (Hong Kong) Limited relating to
a fraudulent website and an internet banking login screen, which have been
reported to the HKMA. A hyperlink to the press release is available on
the HKMA website.

     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).

     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the website
or login screen concerned, should contact the bank using the contact
information provided in the press release, and report the matter to the
Police by contacting the Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong
Police Force at 2860 5012.

Lands Department issues 12 pre-sale
consents in fourth quarter of 2023

     The Lands Department (LandsD) announced today (January 5) that 12 pre-
sale consents for residential developments involving 5 285 residential units
were issued in the fourth quarter of 2023.
 
     Details of the above residential developments (three of which being
phased developments) with pre-sale consents issued are as follows:
 

Expected year of
completion Developments

2024

• One development in Yuen Long (300
units)
• One development in Mid-Levels West
(7 units)
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2025

• Three phases of a development in Kai
Tak (1 305 units)
• One development in Kwun Tong (807
units)
• Two developments in Yuen Long (676
units)
• Two phases of a development in Ho
Man Tin (990 units)
• One phase of a development in Wong
Chuk Hang (642 units)

2026 • Another phase of the development in
Wong Chuk Hang (558 units)

     Taking into account the pre-sale consents issued in the first three
quarters in 2023, the LandsD issued a total of 39 pre-sale consents for
residential developments involving 21 258 residential units in 2023.
 
     As at December 31, 2023, 23 applications for pre-sale consent for
residential developments involving 10 345 residential units were being
processed. Details are as follows:
 

Expected year of
completion

No. of
applications

No. of residential
units involved

2024 6 296
2025 11 6 070
2026 6 3 979

     In addition, three applications for consent to assign involving 976
residential units and one non-residential unit as well as three applications
for pre-sale consent for non-residential developments were being processed.

     Members of the public can obtain up-to-date information on consents
issued for the past quarter and cases pending approval by visiting the
LandsD's website (www.landsd.gov.hk).

     Intending purchasers are advised to study carefully the details of the
development and the sale procedures, through information available from
public advertisements, sales brochures and price lists released by the
developer, before making a deposit for purchase. The sales brochure for a
development also contains a summary of the provisions of the Deed of Mutual
Covenant, including information on the common parts, the number of undivided
shares assigned to each unit, the term of years for which the manager is
appointed, the basis on which the management expenses are shared among the
owners of the units, as well as a summary of the provisions of the government
land grant, which intending purchasers are recommended to read carefully.

https://www.landsd.gov.hk/


Update on dengue fever

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(January 5) reported the latest number of dengue fever (DF) cases, and urged
the public to maintain strict environmental hygiene, mosquito control and
personal protective measures both locally and during travel.
      
     From December 29 last year to yesterday (January 4), the CHP recorded
one imported DF case. The patient had been to Sri Lanka during the incubation
period.
      
     As of yesterday, one imported case of DF had been recorded in 2024. In
2023, 62 imported cases of DF were recorded.

     The latest surveillance data shows that there is an increase in DF cases
noted in some places in Asia (such as Bangladesh, Malaysia, Taiwan and
Thailand) compared to the same period last year. Members of the public, while
travelling abroad, should stay vigilant and carry out effective mosquito
prevention and control measures. Detailed information on the latest DF
situation in Hong Kong, as well as neighbouring and overseas countries and
areas, has been uploaded to the CHP's website
(www.chp.gov.hk/files/pdf/df_imported_cases_and_overseas_figures_eng.pdf).

     "Apart from general measures, travellers returning from areas affected
by DF should apply insect repellent for 14 days upon arrival in Hong Kong. If
feeling unwell, seek medical advice promptly and provide travel details to
the doctor," a spokesman for the CHP said.

     The public should take heed of the following advice on mosquito control:
 

Thoroughly check all gully traps, roof gutters, surface channels and
drains to prevent blockage;
Scrub and clean drains and surface channels with an alkaline detergent
compound at least once a week to remove any deposited mosquito eggs;
Properly dispose of refuse, such as soft drink cans, empty bottles and
boxes, in covered litter containers;
Completely change the water of flowers and plants at least once a week.
The use of saucers should be avoided if possible;
Level irregular ground surfaces before the rainy season;
Avoid staying in shrubby areas; and
Take personal protective measures such as wearing light-coloured long-
sleeved clothes and trousers and apply insect repellent containing DEET
to clothing or uncovered areas of the body when doing outdoor
activities.

     
     DEET-containing insect repellents are effective and the public should
take heed of the tips below:
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Read the label instructions carefully first;
Apply right before entering an area with risk of mosquito bites;
Apply on exposed skin and clothing;
Use DEET of up to 30 per cent for pregnant women and up to 10 per cent
for children*;
Apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent; and
Re-apply only when needed and follow the instructions.

     â€‹* For children who travel to countries or areas where mosquito-borne
diseases are endemic or epidemic and where exposure is likely, those aged 2
months or above can use DEET-containing insect repellents with a DEET
concentration of up to 30 per cent.

     â€‹â€‹The public should call 1823 in case of mosquito problems and may
visit the following pages for more information: the DF page of the CHP and
the Travel Health Service, the latest Travel Health News, tips for using
insect repellents, and the CHP Facebook Page and YouTube Channel.
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