
Pat Heung Thai restaurant convicted
for illegal discharge of wastewater
into river

     â€‹Thai Chiu, a Thai restaurant on Fan Kam Road in Pat Heung, Yuen Long,
discharged untreated wastewater into a nearby river and was fined $58,000 by
Fanling Magistrates' Courts today (June 26) for contravening the Water
Pollution Control Ordinance (WPCO).
     ã€€
     A blitz inspection was carried out by the Environmental Protection
Department (EPD) staff after receiving a complaint from a member of the
public last December. It was found that untreated wastewater was discharged
by the restaurant into the nearby river. After evidence gathering, the EPD
initiated prosecution against the operator of the restaurant, Thai Chiu
(Global) Catering Management Company Limited, in accordance with the WPCO.
     ã€€
     The EPD spokesman said that the location concerned is an unsewered area.
Anyone who directly discharges untreated wastewater will pollute nearby
waterways and adversely affect public hygiene. The spokesman reminded the
responsible persons of restaurants that they must install wastewater
treatment facilities to properly treat wastewater before its discharge to
avoid causing environmental pollution.
      
      Under the WPCO, anyone who discharges wastewater into a river commits
an offence. First-time offenders are liable to a maximum fine of $200,000 and
six months' imprisonment. A maximum fine of $400,000 and six months'
imprisonment may be imposed on second or subsequent convictions.

Special traffic arrangements for race
meeting in Happy Valley tomorrow

     Special traffic arrangements will be implemented in Happy Valley
tomorrow (June 27). The arrangements will come into effect one and a half
hours before the start of the first race and will last until the crowds have
dispersed after the race meeting.

A. Traffic arrangements before the commencement of the first race

1. Road closure

     Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
outside Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) will be closed except for vehicles
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heading for Aberdeen Tunnel.

2. Traffic diversions

– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the up-ramp outside
HKJC will be re-routed one way northbound;
– Vehicles from eastbound Queen's Road East heading for Wan Chai and Happy
Valley will be diverted to turn left to Morrison Hill Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via Sports Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic along Queen's Road East cannot turn right to Wong Nai Chung Road
except for vehicles heading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Queen's Road East will be
diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover to
Morrison Hill Road to turn right at the junction of Wong Nai Chung Road and
Queen's Road East; and
– Traffic from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley or Racecourse
will be diverted via the down-ramp leading from southbound Canal Road flyover
to Canal Road East, southbound Morrison Hill Road, Sports Road and Wong Nai
Chung Road.

B. Traffic arrangements during the race meeting

1. Road closure

     The following roads will be closed from 35 minutes before the start of
the last race:

– The up-ramp on Wong Nai Chung Road outside HKJC leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Queen's Road East and the up-ramp
leading to Aberdeen Tunnel;
– Southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Village Road and the Public Stands
of HKJC;
– Westbound Leighton Road between Wong Nai Chung Road and Canal Road East;
and
– Southbound Morrison Hill Road between Leighton Road and Queen's Road East.
     
     In addition, southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between the up-ramp leading
to Aberdeen Tunnel and the Public Stands of HKJC will be closed from about 10
minutes before the start of the last race.

2. Traffic diversions

     The following traffic arrangements will be implemented from 35 minutes
before the start of the last race:

– Eastbound Queen's Road East at its junction with Morrison Hill Road will be
reduced to one-lane traffic heading for northbound Canal Road flyover;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Wan Chai will be diverted
via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, U-turn slip road beneath
Canal Road flyover, Canal Road West and Hennessy Road;
– Vehicles from Cross Harbour Tunnel heading for Happy Valley will be



diverted via the down-ramp leading from Canal Road East, eastbound Leighton
Road and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Traffic on southbound Morrison Hill Road will be diverted to turn left to
eastbound Leighton Road;
– Traffic along southbound Morrison Hill Road heading for Happy Valley will
be diverted via eastbound Leighton Road and Wong Nai Chung Road; and
– Traffic along westbound Leighton Road will be diverted to Wong Nai Chung
Road.

C. Learner drivers prohibition

     Learner drivers will be prohibited to turn left from Caroline Hill Road
to Leighton Road between one and a half hours before the start of the first
race and one hour after the last race. In addition, learner drivers will be
prohibited from accessing the following roads within the above period of
time:

– Shan Kwong Road between Yik Yam Street and Wong Nai Chung Road;
– Village Road between its upper and lower junctions with Shan Kwong Road;
– Percival Street between Hennessy Road and Leighton Road;
– Canal Road East; and
– The service road leading from Gloucester Road to Canal Road flyover.

D. Suspension of parking spaces
     
     Parking spaces on southbound Wong Nai Chung Road between Sports Road and
Blue Pool Road will be suspended from 11am to 7pm during day racing, from
4.30pm to 11.59pm during evening racing, and from 5pm to 11.59pm during night
racing.

     Any vehicles found illegally parked within the precincts of the above
affected areas will be towed away without prior notice.

     Actual implementation of road closure and traffic diversion will be made
by the Police at the time depending on traffic conditions in the areas.
Motorists should exercise tolerance and patience, and follow the instructions
of Police on site.

BFAC welcomes Government’s continuous
efforts to facilitate business
compliance

The following is issued on behalf of the Business Facilitation Advisory
Committee Secretariat:
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     The Business Facilitation Advisory Committee held its 37th meeting today
(June 26). The Environmental Protection Department briefed the Committee on
the full implementation of the Producer Responsibility Scheme on Waste
Electrical and Electronic Equipment.
 
     The Committee also noted the work of its three task forces, namely:
 
(a) The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department (FEHD) briefed the Wholesale and Retail Task Force (WRTF) on the
voluntary labelling system for genetically modified (GM) food and the
proposal on the introduction of pre-market safety assessment on GM food. The
WRTF appreciated that the CFS had made efforts to ensure the safety of GM
food and would take into consideration the trades' views in finalising the
proposal. 

(b) The Hong Kong Tourism Board (HKTB) briefed the WRTF on the overview of
the performance of the Hong Kong tourism industry in 2017, the outlook for
2018 as well as its work plan for 2018-19. The WRTF welcomed the HKTB's
initiatives and efforts in promoting diversified tourism and maintaining
visitor satisfaction levels, which would be conducive to boosting spending
and sales.  

(c) The Water Supplies Department briefed the Food Business and Related
Services Task Force (FRSTF) on the improvement measures to facilitate the
timely processing of applications for water supply for catering premises. The
FRSTF welcomed the department's efforts to address the trade's concern. 

(d) The Buildings Department and the FEHD were working together on a new
measure to facilitate food licence applicants to retain existing
signboards. The FRSTF and the Task Force on Business Liaison Groups (BLGTF)
appreciated this new business initiative.     

(e) The BLGTF appreciated the efforts made by the FEHD, the Home Affairs
Department and the Hong Kong Police Force in streamlining the processing of
licence applications for family amusement centres and providing greater
flexibility in the deployment of game devices in these centres. 
       
     The Committee also appreciated the continuous efforts and achievements
of the bureaux and departments in further enhancing their business licensing
services under the "Be the Smart Regulator" Programme.  
 
     Papers for the Committee meeting are available at
www.gov.hk/en/business/supportenterprises/bf/advisory/index.htm for public
access.
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ExCo Non-official Members visit Tai
Kwun (with photos)

The following is issued on behalf of the Executive Council Secretariat:
 
     Non-official Members of the Executive Council (ExCo Members) today (June
26) visited Tai Kwun to learn about the revitalisation of the Central Police
Station (CPS) Compound and the arrangements of its opening to the public.
 
     Accompanied by the Chief Executive Officer of the Hong Kong Jockey Club,
Mr Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges, the ExCo Members first visited the
exhibition "100 Faces of Tai Kwun" at the Duplex Studio of Block 01. The
exhibition immerses visitors in 100 stories, collected from 100 neighbours
and friends in the past two years, detailing the relationship between Tai
Kwun and local livelihoods from various perspectives.
 
     After going to the visitor centre at Block 03, formerly the Barrack
Block, the ExCo Members proceeded to the exhibition "Life in Victoria Prison"
at a heritage storytelling space at Block 12 to understand prison life in the
past. There are eight designated heritage storytelling spaces inside Tai
Kwun, and they feature the history, stories and lives of people in different
ways.  
 
     The CPS Compound Revitalisation Project was carried out in partnership
between the Hong Kong Jockey Club and the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Government, and is Hong Kong's largest heritage conservation and
revitalisation project. It comprises three declared monuments – the former
CPS, Central Magistracy and Victoria Prison – and a newly built art gallery
and auditorium. It aims to enhance Hong Kong's status as a culturally vibrant
city through transforming the historic site into a leading culture and
leisure destination, where heritage, contemporary art and leisure elements
are creatively integrated for all to enjoy.
 
     The ExCo Members were later briefed on two contemporary art exhibitions
associated with Tai Kwun, and subsequently visited a library housing books on
Asian artists that is accessible to the public free of charge.
 
     Appreciating the outstanding preservation and revitalisation of the CPS
Compound as the new landmark of Hong Kong, the ExCo Members said the project
has opened a new chapter in Central's history and injects new energy into the
central business district of Hong Kong. They thanked the Hong Kong Jockey
Club for its dedicated effort and hefty investment to restore the CPS
Compound, leaving an important cultural legacy that can make Hong Kong proud
for many years to come.
 
     Non-official Members joining the visit today were Convenor Mr Bernard
Chan, Professor Arthur Li, Mr Chow Chung-kong, Mrs Fanny Law, Mr Ip Kwok-him,
Mr Martin Liao, Mr Joseph Yam and Dr Lam Ching-choi.
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Legislative Council by-election

The following is issued on behalf of the Electoral Affairs Commission:
 
     The Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) announced today (June 26) that a
Legislative Council by-election for the Kowloon West geographical
constituency is planned to be held on November 25 (Sunday).
 
     "This by-election will be held to fill the vacant seat of the
Legislative Council Kowloon West geographical constituency," a Commission
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spokesman said.
 
     "When deciding the polling date of the Legislative Council by-election,
all objective factors have to be considered including the time required to
recruit and train additional electoral staff, procurement of venues for use
as polling and counting stations, procurement and logistics for electoral
materials and the principle of proper use of public funds. In the light of
various underlying practical considerations, preparation for holding the
Legislative Council by-election will take about six months."
 
     The spokesman added, "In accordance with the electoral laws, the
nomination period of the Legislative Council by-election must not be less
than 14 days or more than 21 days. It must end not less than 28 days and not
more than 42 days before the polling day. Upon completion of the necessary
arrangements for the nomination procedure, the notice of the by-election and
the nomination period will be published in the Government Gazette as soon as
possible."
 
     The EAC shall take the appropriate steps and make reasonable
arrangements in order to ensure that the by-election will be conducted in an
open, fair and honest manner.


