
Thirty-five immigration offenders
arrested

     The Immigration Department (ImmD) mounted a series of territory-wide
anti-illegal worker operations, including an operation codenamed "Twilight"
and joint operations with the Hong Kong Police Force and the Labour
Department codenamed "Champion" and "Powerplayer", from June 25 to 27. A
total of 26 illegal workers, seven suspected employers and two overstayers
were arrested.
 
     During operation "Twilight", ImmD Task Force officers raided 13 target
locations including recycling yards, a village house, a farm, a road under
construction, residential buildings, warehouses and residential flats. Five
illegal workers were arrested. The five male illegal workers were aged 34 to
52.
 
     During operation "Champion", enforcement officers raided 20 target
locations in Western and Sha Tin districts, including a barber shop, a
commercial flat and restaurants. Two illegal workers and an employer were
arrested. The two male illegal workers were aged 26 and 40. Both of them were
holders of recognisance forms, which prohibit them from taking any
employment. Meanwhile, a man, aged 26, was suspected of employing the illegal
workers.
 
     Furthermore, during operation "Powerplayer", enforcement officers raided
50 target locations in Mong Kok, Yau Ma Tei, Tsim Sha Tsui, Hung Hom, Kowloon
City, Sham Shui Po and Cheung Sha Wan districts including street stalls,
restaurants, residential flats and a car park. Nineteen illegal workers and
six employers were arrested. The illegal workers comprised nine men and 10
women, aged 25 to 70. Among them, three men and three women were holders of
recognisance forms, which prohibit them from taking any employment.
Meanwhile, four men and two women, aged 30 to 68, were suspected of employing
the illegal workers. Furthermore, one male overstayer and one female
overstayer, aged 29 and 49, were arrested.
 
     "Any person who contravenes a condition of stay in force in respect of
him shall be guilty of an offence. Also, visitors are not allowed to take
employment in Hong Kong, whether paid or unpaid, without the permission of
the Director of Immigration. Offenders are liable to prosecution and upon
conviction face a maximum fine of $50,000 and up to two years' imprisonment.
Aiders and abettors are also liable to prosecution and penalties," an ImmD
spokesman said.
 
     The spokesman warned that, as stipulated in section 38AA of the
Immigration Ordinance, illegal immigrants or people who are the subject of a
removal order or a deportation order are prohibited from taking any
employment, whether paid or unpaid, or establishing or joining in any
business. Offenders are liable upon conviction to a maximum fine of $50,000
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and up to three years' imprisonment. The Court of Appeal has issued a
guideline ruling that a sentence of 15 months' imprisonment should be applied
in such cases.
 
     The spokesman reiterated that it is a serious offence to employ people
who are not lawfully employable. The maximum penalty is imprisonment for
three years and a fine of $350,000. The High Court has laid down sentencing
guidelines that the employer of an illegal worker should be given an
immediate custodial sentence. According to court sentencing, employers must
take all practicable steps to determine whether a person is lawfully
employable prior to employment. Apart from inspecting a prospective
employee's identity card, the employer has the explicit duty to make
enquiries regarding the person and ensure that the answers would not cast any
reasonable doubt concerning the lawful employability of the person. The court
will not accept failure to do so as a defence in proceedings. It is also an
offence if an employer fails to inspect the job seeker's valid travel
document if the job seeker does not have a Hong Kong permanent identity card.
The maximum penalty for failing to inspect such a document is imprisonment
for one year and a fine of $150,000.
 
     Under the existing mechanism, the ImmD will, as a standard procedure,
conduct initial screening of vulnerable persons, including illegal workers,
illegal immigrants, sex workers and foreign domestic helpers, who are
arrested during any operation with a view to ascertaining whether they are
trafficking in persons (TIP) victims. When any TIP indicator is revealed in
the initial screening, the officers will conduct a full debriefing and
identification by using a standardised checklist to ascertain the presence of
TIP elements, such as threat and coercion in the recruitment phase and the
nature of exploitation. Identified TIP victims will be provided with various
forms of support and assistance, including urgent interference, medical
services, counselling, shelter, temporary accommodation and other supporting
services. The ImmD calls on TIP victims to report crimes to the relevant
departments.

Hong Kong Customs seizes suspected
smuggled vehicle parts (with photo)

     Hong Kong Customs yesterday (June 27) seized 1 789 suspected smuggled
vehicle parts with an estimated market value of about $1 million at Shenzhen
Bay Control Point and Sheung Shui.

     Customs officers intercepted an outgoing private car at Shenzhen Bay
Control Point yesterday afternoon and seized 59 vehicle parts underneath the
passenger seat and in the boot of the car. The 58-year-old male driver and
the 41-year-old female passenger were arrested.
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     After a follow-up investigation, Customs officers further seized 1 730
vehicle parts and packing materials at a warehouse in Sheung Shui. Three men
in the warehouse, aged between 18 and 34, were arrested.

     Investigation is ongoing.

     Smuggling is a serious offence. Under the Import and Export Ordinance,
any person found guilty of importing or exporting unmanifested cargo is
liable to a maximum fine of $2 million and imprisonment for seven years.

     Members of the public may report any suspected smuggling activities to
the Customs 24-hour hotline 2545 6182 or its dedicated crime-reporting email
account (crimereport@customs.gov.hk).

  

Suspected MERS case reported

     The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health today
(June 28) reported a suspected case of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS), and again urged the public to pay special attention to safety during
travel, taking due consideration of the health risks in the places of visit.
The case is detailed below: 
 

Sex Male
Age 67
Affected area
involved

Dubai, United Arab
Emirates

High-risk exposure Camel riding
Hospital Princess Margaret Hospital
Condition Stable
MERS-Coronavirus
preliminary test
result

Pending
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     "Travellers to the Middle East should avoid going to farms, barns or
markets with camels; avoid contact with sick persons and animals, especially
camels, birds or poultry; and avoid unnecessary visits to healthcare
facilities. We strongly advise travel agents organising tours to the Middle
East to abstain from arranging camel rides and activities involving direct
contact with camels, which are known risk factors for acquiring MERS
Coronavirus (MERS-CoV)," a spokesman for the CHP said.    

     Locally, the CHP's surveillance with public and private hospitals, with
practising doctors and at boundary control points is firmly in place. Inbound
travellers and members of the public who recently visited the Middle East and
developed fever or lower respiratory symptoms within 14 days will be
classified as suspected MERS cases. They will be taken to public hospitals
for isolation and management until their specimens test negative for MERS-
CoV.

     Travellers to affected areas should maintain vigilance, adopt
appropriate health precautions and take heed of personal, food and
environmental hygiene. The public may visit the MERS pages of the CHP and
its Travel Health Service, MERS statistics in affected areas, the
CHP's Facebook Page and YouTube Channel, and the World Health
Organization's latest news for more information and health advice. Tour
leaders and tour guides operating overseas tours are advised to refer to the
CHP's health advice on MERS.

Third Belt and Road Summit fosters
collaboration on all fronts (with
photos)

     Close to 5,000 participants, including ministerial officials, business
leaders and professionals from 55 countries and regions attended the third
Belt and Road Summit today (June 28), at which over 500 one-to-one business-
matching meetings with over 220 projects were arranged to promote business
deals.

     Themed "Collaborate for Success", the Summit started with the Chief
Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, delivering an opening address, followed by special
addresses from the Chairman of the State-owned Assets Supervision and
Administration Commission of the State Council, Mr Xiao Yaqing; the Vice
Chairman of the National Development and Reform Commission, Mr Ning Jizhe;
and the Vice Minister of Commerce, Ms Gao Yan. The Deputy Prime Minister of
Thailand, Dr Somkid Jatusripitak, delivered a keynote speech.

     Mrs Lam said in her opening address that wide participation from
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different parts of the world is important for the successful implementation
of the Belt and Road Initiative, as its pursuit requires a high degree of co-
operation between countries and the establishment of a sound bilateral and
multilateral mechanism, as well as participation from different sectors.

     She said, "Hong Kong, being the world's freest economy and China's most
international city, is destined to play a significant part in the Belt and
Road Initiative.

     "Hong Kong will contribute to the Initiative across all areas of its
wide-ranging connectivity, from policy co-ordination, financial integration
and trade, to infrastructure and people-to-people bonds.

     "Hong Kong's singular most important advantage in playing an active role
in the Belt and Road Initiative is the 'one country, two systems' framework
that propels our development in the past 21 years. It allows us to expand our
traditional strengths as an international financial, trade and logistics
centre, while deepening our economic integration with the Mainland."

     Mrs Lam also pointed out that the development of the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Bay Area would boost interaction and integration within the
region, encouraging strategic partnerships between Hong Kong, Guangdong and
the larger Belt and Road region.

     The Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, delivered openings remarks at the
luncheon plenary. The session consisted of a ministerial dialogue chaired by
the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development, Mr Edward Yau, with the
participation of four overseas ministerial officials. The four ministers were
the National Security Advisor, Union Minister for the Ministry of the office
of the Union Government and Chairman of the Myanmar Investment Commission,
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, U Thaung Tun; the Deputy Minister of
Economy and Sustainable Development, Georgia, Mr Genadi Arveladze; the
Minister of State for Trade and Export Promotion, the United Kingdom,
Baroness Fairhead; and the Secretary of State, Ministry of Public Works and
Transport, Kingdom of Cambodia, Mr Lim Sidenine. They shared their insights
on how the Belt and Road Initiative would enhance multi-lateral partnerships.

     Mr Chan said, "For decades, Hong Kong has been the pivotal gateway
connecting China and the world. We are strategically positioned to serve as
multiple platforms for the Belt and Road.

     "As one of the world's leading financial centres and China's
international financial capital, Hong Kong can be the platform for capital
formation and funding. Our deep liquidity, premier financial infrastructure
and comprehensive options for raising capital, from traditional IPOs and loan
syndication to bonds and the more sophisticated Islamic sukuk, can meet the
financing needs of the mega Belt and Road infrastructure projects." 

     He pointed out that Hong Kong was also the Belt and Road platform for
high-end professional services and the platform for enterprises to find the
right partners, as well as to base their offshore operations.



     In his lead-in speech this morning, Mr Yau highlighted five distinct
areas where Hong Kong could offer itself as a platform for collaboration with
those who want to leverage on the opportunities arising from the Belt and
Road Initiative. The five areas are policy, positioning, professional
services, project inception and partnering.

     The Secretary for Justice, Ms Teresa Cheng, SC, also spoke at the panel
session on "Deal Maker in International Cross-Border Transactions".

     Jointly organised by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
Government and the Hong Kong Trade Development Council, the third Belt and
Road Summit featured a main plenary session, a luncheon plenary, nine
thematic breakout sessions, full day investment and business matching
sessions and three project pitching sessions, with the latter focusing on
energy, natural resources and public utilities; transport and logistics
infrastructure; and rural and urban development.
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HAD to open temporary night heat
shelters

     The Home Affairs Department will open 18 temporary night heat shelters
tonight (June 28) for people in need of the service.
      
     The shelters will be open from 10.30pm until 8am tomorrow.

     For further information, please call the department's enquiries hotline
before midnight on 2835 1473.
      
     The 18 night heat shelters are located at:
 
Hong Kong Districts:
———————
 
Central and Western –
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex,
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun
 
Eastern/Wan Chai –
Causeway Bay Community Centre
Waiting Lobby, 3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay
 
Southern –
Lei Tung Community Hall
Lei Tung Estate, Ap Lei Chau
 
Kowloon Districts:
——————
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Kowloon City –
Hung Hom Community Hall
Multi-purpose Room, 1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices,
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom
 
Kwun Tong –
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin
 
Sham Shui Po –
Shek Kip Mei Community Hall
G/F, Block 42, Shek Kip Mei Estate,
Nam Cheong Street, Sham Shui Po

Wong Tai Sin –
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
Hall, G/F, 45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan
 
Yau Tsim Mong –
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei
 
New Territories Districts:
————————–
 
Islands –
Tung Chung Community Hall
G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building,
39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung
 
Kwai Tsing –
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung
 
North –
Cheung Wah Community Hall
Cheung Wah Estate, Fanling
 
Sai Kung –
Hang Hau Community Hall
G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan O Government Complex,
38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau, Tseung Kwan O
 
Sha Tin –
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin
 
Tai Po –
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po
 



Tsuen Wan –
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan
 
Tuen Mun –
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun
 
Yuen Long –
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long
 
Yuen Long –
Tin Yiu Community Centre
Tin Yiu Estate, Tin Shui Wai
      
     The temporary night heat shelters will resume their functions as either
community centres or community halls in the daytime for hire by the local
community and cannot continue to be open as heat shelters. People may choose
to take refuge from the heat during the daytime in the common areas in any of
the 21 designated community centres or community halls. Their opening hours
are from 9am to 10pm. For addresses of the community centres or community
halls, please browse the following webpage:
www.had.gov.hk/file_manager/en/documents/public_services/emergency_services/L
ist_CH_CC_Day_E.pdf.
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