
HA approves implementation
arrangements for sale of GSH flats
2023 and two housing schemes to
encourage childbearing

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Housing Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA) Subsidised Housing Committee (SHC)
today (January 11) approved the average selling prices and sales arrangements
for the sale of Green Form Subsidised Home Ownership Scheme (GSH) Flats 2023
(GSH 2023) and the implementation arrangements for two housing schemes to
encourage childbearing as stated in the 2023 Policy Address.
 
GSH 2023
 
     "The HA expects that applications for GSH 2023 will be invited in the
first quarter of 2024, with balloting to be held in the second quarter of the
year. Flat selection is expected to start from the third/fourth quarter of
2024. Unlike previous GSH sale exercises, the new GSH flats put up for sale
under this exercise will no longer include Type A flats of a smaller size.
Moreover, the HA has endorsed the relaxation of mortgage arrangements,
allowing purchasers to have a longer mortgage default guarantee period and
repayment period," a spokesman for the HA said.
         
     Details of the sales arrangements for GSH 2023 are as follows:
 
Flats for sale
 
     The following three categories of flats will be put up for sale under
GSH 2023:

(1) New GSH flats for sale
 
     A total of 2 359 flats from the new GSH development, Lai Yuet Court in
Cheung Sha Wan, will be put up for sale. As responses of past GSH sale
exercises clearly show that applicants prefer buying larger flats, and the
Chief Executive announced in the 2022 Policy Address that the saleable area
of all subsidised sale flats (SSFs) completed from 2026-27 onward will be no
less than 26 square metres in general, the saleable areas of the flats in Lai
Yuet Court will range from about 26 sq m to about 60 sq m (about 280 square
feet to about 646 sq ft). There will be no Type A flats of smaller size in
Lai Yuet Court but 77 Type E flats of a larger size with a saleable area of
about 60 sq m (about 646 sq ft).

(2) Unsold or rescinded GSH flats
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     Around 180 unsold or rescinded flats as at November 30, 2023, from Kai
Chuen Court (in Diamond Hill) sold under GSH 2020/21; Ko Wang Court (in Yau
Tong) and Kam Pak Court (in Ma On Shan) sold under GSH 2022; and any
additional rescinded flats from these three GSH developments identified up to
about two months before commencement of flat selection; and
 
(3) Recovered Tenants Purchase Scheme (TPS) flats
 
     A new batch of recovered TPS flats. The final number and detailed flat
list is to be drawn up around three months before the flat selection of GSH
2023.
 
Prices

(1) New GSH flats (see Annex)

(2) Unsold or rescinded GSH flats
 
     Under the prevailing pricing mechanism, GSH flats will be sold at a
discount of 10 per cent more than that of the preceding Home Ownership Scheme
(HOS) sale exercise. Since the discount rate for Sale of HOS Flats 2023 (HOS
2023) was set at 38 per cent, the discount rate for all GSH flats offered
under this sale exercise will be set at a 48 per cent discount from the
assessed market values. The selling prices of flats in Lai Yuet Court range
from about $1,540,000 to about $4,610,000. The selling prices of unsold and
resale flats range from about $870,000 to about $3,300,000 (as at November
30, 2023). The final price range will depend on the resale flats that will be
put up for sale under this sale exercise.

(3) Recovered TPS flats
 
     The existing pricing mechanism for sale of TPS flats to sitting tenants
(Adjusted Replacement Cost approach) will be adopted for the sale of
recovered TPS flats to Green Form (GF) applicants. As at November 2023, the
list prices of the unsold flats in the 39 TPS estates range from about
$140,000 to $1,230,000, and the discounts range from 80 per cent to 85 per
cent of assessed market values. The final price range will depend on the
recovered TPS flats that will be put up for sale under this sale exercise.
 
Eligibility
         
     Eligible GF applicants may submit paper applications either in person or
by post, or submit an online application. The application fee is $270.
Applicants should not have owned domestic properties in Hong Kong during the
period from 24 months preceding the closing date for submitting the
application up to the time of purchase. In addition, valid GF applicants
under the HOS 2023 who indicate in the application forms their consent to
carry over their applications to GSH 2023 and fulfil the application
eligibility of GSH 2023 will be automatically included in this GSH sale
exercise. They do not need to submit applications nor pay the application fee
again. If they have successfully purchased a flat under the HOS 2023 (flat



selections are scheduled to commence in the first quarter of 2024), their
application for GSH 2023 will be cancelled.
 
     The HA will notify valid applicants that their HOS 2023 applications
have been carried over to GSH 2023 and provide them with the GSH 2023
application numbers before the application commences. If an applicant submits
the application for GSH 2023 again, his/her application will be regarded as
duplicated, and the application will be cancelled.
 
Priority for flat selection and quota
 
     The HA will follow the current order of priority for flat selection and
the flat selection order of eligible applicants will be determined by the
application category, quota allocation and ballot results.
 
     A quota of 700 GSH flats will be set for family applicants applying
under the Priority Scheme for Families with Elderly Members (Priority Elderly
Scheme) who have priority over other family applicants. If the applicants
fail to obtain a quota, they will still have the opportunity to purchase
flats under the Other Families Applicants category.
 
     The HA will set a quota of 200 GSH flats for one-person applicants,
allowing them a reasonable chance to purchase flats. They are allowed to buy
any remaining GSH flats or recovered TPS flats under GSH 2023 irrespective of
flat size. 
 
Mortgage arrangements
 
     The SHC endorsed in November 2023 the relaxation of mortgage
arrangements for SSFs. For SSFs sold on the primary market, the maximum
mortgage default guarantee period will be extended from 25 years to 30 years
for TPS flats; and the maximum mortgage repayment period from 25 years to 30
years for new HOS/GSH projects and TPS flats sold on the primary market. The
relaxation will be applicable to all flats put up for sale under GSH
2023.                                                                        
      
 
Publicity arrangements
 
     Doll houses of typical flats and project models on the new GSH
development, virtual videos of samples of GSH flats, virtual reality tours of
the interior of samples of GSH flats, virtual reality tours and photos of the
interior of samples of recovered TPS flats, exhibition panels and other
information on the GSH developments and TPS estates will be provided at the
GSH Sales Office in Kwun Tong and on the HA/Housing Department (HD)'s
designated websites starting seven days before the commencement and up to the
end of the application period.
 
     Sales brochures for new and unsold/rescinded GSH flats covering greater
details of the GSH developments (and sales pamphlets for recovered TPS flats)
and price lists will be available for public collection and viewing on the



HA/HD's designated websites starting seven days before the commencement of
the flat selection period. During the flat selection period, photos and video
clips of the interiors of all recovered TPS flats for sale will be provided
at the GSH Sales Office in Kwun Tong and on the HA/HD's designated websites.
 
Childbearing incentive housing schemes
 
    The SHC today (January 11) also approved the implementation arrangements
for two new housing schemes as announced in the 2023 Policy Address to
encourage childbearing by giving incentives to family applicants of Public
Rental Housing (PRH) and SSF sale exercises.
 
     The HA will launch the Families with Newborns Allocation Priority Scheme
(Priority Allocation Scheme) starting from April 1, 2024. Under the scheme,
PRH family applications with babies born on or after October 25, 2023 and
aged 1 or below will be credited with a waiting time of one year. The
relevant applicant must add the eligible newborn to his/her PRH application
on or before the day when the relevant newborn turns 1 year old. For PRH
applications which are simultaneously eligible under the Harmonious Families
Priority Scheme and the Priority Allocation Scheme, only a credit waiting
time of one year will be given in order to mitigate the possible impact on
other PRH applicants not eligible for either scheme.
 
     In addition, the HA will launch the Families with Newborns Flat
Selection Priority Scheme (Priority Flat Selection Scheme).  Starting from
HOS 2024, the HA will reserve a quota of 40 per cent of flats for balloting
and priority flat selection by eligible applicants of the scheme and the
Priority Elderly Scheme in each SSF sale exercise. Family applicants of SSF
sale exercises with babies born on or after October 25, 2023, will be
eligible if their children are aged 3 or below on the closing day of the
application of a particular sale exercise. This arrangement will increase the
chances of the eligible families to purchase flats successfully.

Update on cluster of parainfluenza
virus cases at Kwai Chung Hospital

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     Regarding an earlier announcement on a cluster of patients infected with
parainfluenza virus in a female ward of learning disabilities, the
spokesperson for Kwai Chung Hospital gave the following update today (January
11):

     One more patient, a 45-year-old female, in the ward concerned has
presented with fever and respiratory symptoms since January 6. An appropriate
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viral test was arranged for the patient and the result was positive for
parainfluenza virus type 3. The patient concerned is currently under
treatment and is in stable condition. 

     Admission to the ward has been suspended. Infection control measures
have already been stepped up according to established guidelines. All other
patients in the ward are under close surveillance.

     The case has been reported to the Hospital Authority Head Office and the
Centre for Health Protection for necessary follow-up.

Inspection of aquatic products
imported from Japan

     In response to the Japanese Government's plan to discharge nuclear-
contaminated water at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Station, the Director of
Food and Environmental Hygiene issued a Food Safety Order which prohibits all
aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds originating from the 10
metropolis/prefectures, namely Tokyo, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Miyagi, Chiba,
Gunma, Tochigi, Niigata, Nagano and Saitama, from being imported into and
supplied in Hong Kong.

     For other Japanese aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds that are not
prohibited from being imported into Hong Kong, the Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will conduct
comprehensive radiological tests to verify that the radiation levels of these
products do not exceed the guideline levels before they are allowed to be
supplied in the market.

     As the discharge of nuclear-contaminated water is unprecedented and will
continue for 30 years or more, the Government will closely monitor and step
up the testing arrangements. Should anomalies be detected, the Government
does not preclude further tightening the scope of the import ban.

     From noon on January 10 to noon today (January 11), the CFS conducted
tests on the radiological levels of 206 food samples imported from Japan,
which were of the "aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea salt"
category. No sample was found to have exceeded the safety limit. Details can
be found on the CFS's thematic website titled "Control Measures on Foods
Imported from Japan"
(www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_rafs/programme_rafs_fc_01_30_Nucl
ear_Event_and_Food_Safety.html).

     In parallel, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(AFCD) has also tested 50 samples of local catch for radiological levels. All
the samples passed the tests. Details can be found on the AFCD's website
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(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/fisheries/Radiological_testing/Radiological_Test.htm
l).

     The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) has also enhanced the environmental
monitoring of the local waters. No anomaly has been detected so far. For
details, please refer to the HKO's website
(www.hko.gov.hk/en/radiation/monitoring/seawater.html).

     From August 24 to noon today, the CFS and the AFCD have conducted tests
on the radiological levels of 24 699 samples of food imported from Japan
(including 16 431 samples of aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea
salt) and 6 966 samples of local catch respectively. All the samples passed
the tests.

Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Thursday,
January 11, 2024 is 104.2 (down 0.2 against yesterday's index).

Import of poultry meat and products
from areas in Germany and Poland
suspended

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (January 11) that in view of notifications from
the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) about outbreaks of highly
pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza in the District of Dillingen an der Donau of
the State of Bayern in Germany and the Lubartowski District of Lubelskie
Region in Poland, the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend the import of
poultry meat and products (including poultry eggs) from the above-mentioned
areas with immediate effect to protect public health in Hong Kong.

     A CFS spokesman said that according to the Census and Statistics
Department, Hong Kong imported about 180 tonnes and about 2 140 tonnes of
frozen poultry meat from Germany and Poland respectively in the first nine
months of last year.

     "The CFS has contacted the German and Polish authorities over the issues
and will closely monitor information issued by the WOAH and the relevant
authorities on the avian influenza outbreaks. Appropriate action will be
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taken in response to the development of the situation," the spokesman said.


