
LegCo Members visit community
facilities in Home Ownership Scheme
courts (with photos)

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:
 
     Legislative Council Members visited two Home Ownership Scheme courts
today (January 15) to follow up on issues raised by a deputation relating to
the community facilities therein upon the divestment of properties by the
Housing Authority to Link Real Estate Investment Trust.
 
     Accompanied by representatives of the Administration, Members first went
to Sui Wo Court in Sha Tin. They observed the conditions of two lifts in Sui
Wo Court Commercial Centre and the amusement facilities of the court
playground to gain a better understanding of the conditions of those
facilities and their maintenance responsibility.
 
     Members then visited Tin Ma Court in Wong Tai Sin to observe the land
boundary and the slope near the commercial centre. They also visited the
commercial centre to understand the services and facilities provided for
residents, and took the opportunity to exchange views with a shop operator to
understand the operating environment of the commercial centre.
 
     Members who participated in the visit were Mrs Regina Ip (Convenor), Ms
Doreen Kong, Dr Wendy Hong and Mr Tang Ka-piu.
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Import of poultry meat and products
from Washburn County of State of
Wisconsin in US suspended

     â€‹â€‹The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department announced today (January 15) that in view of a
notification from the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) about an
outbreak of highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza in Washburn County of the
State of Wisconsin in the United States (US), the CFS has instructed the
trade to suspend the import of poultry meat and products (including poultry
eggs) from the area with immediate effect to protect public health in Hong
Kong.

     A CFS spokesman said that according to the Census and Statistics
Department, Hong Kong imported about 21 470 tonnes of chilled and frozen
poultry meat and about 57.11 million poultry eggs from the US in the first
nine months of last year.

     "The CFS has contacted the American authority over the issue and will
closely monitor information issued by the WOAH and the relevant authorities
on the avian influenza outbreak. Appropriate action will be taken in response
to the development of the situation," the spokesman said.

Special traffic and transport
arrangements for Hong Kong Marathon
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     The Transport Department (TD) today (January 15) reminded members of the
public that, to facilitate the holding of the Hong Kong Marathon 2024 this
Sunday (January 21), temporary road closures will be implemented at various
locations in phases from Saturday (January 20) at 11.30pm and they will be
reopened subject to the race progress. It is anticipated all major closed
roads will be reopened at about 2pm on Sunday, except the section of the
westbound carriageway of Yiu Sing Street near the Central Ferry Piers.

     This year, the full and half marathon races will start at Nathan Road in
Tsim Sha Tsui. The full marathon race will route through major road sections
including Nathan Road (from Granville Road to Argyle Street), Argyle Street,
Lin Cheung Road, West Kowloon Highway, Stonecutters Bridge, Nam Wan Tunnel,
Ting Kau Bridge, Cheung Tsing Tunnel, Tsing Kwai Highway, the Western Harbour
Crossing (WHC), Connaught Road West flyover, Lung Wo Road, Expo Drive, Hung
Hing Road, Lockhart Road, Percival Street, Hennessy Road, Yee Wo Street and
Sugar Street, and finish at Victoria Park. The half marathon race route will
follow that of the full marathon race from the starting point at Nathan Road
to Lin Cheung Road with the turning point at Tsing Kwai Highway and then
rejoin the full marathon race route at West Kowloon Highway.

     As for other races, the starting point will be set at different
locations on Hong Kong Island while all the finishing points will be set at
Victoria Park. The 10-kilometre race will start at the Island Eastern
Corridor (IEC) near the exit/entrance of Central-Wan Chai Bypass Tunnel
(CWBT) and run along the IEC eastwards to the turning point near Oi Tak
Street and then return to the finishing point. The 10-kilometre wheelchair
race will start at Wan Chai Sports Ground and route through Hung Hing Road,
Expo Drive, Lung Wo Road and Central Ferry Piers area and then return to run
along Lung Wo Road, Hung Hing Road, Lockhart Road and Hennessey Road heading
for the finishing point. The Wheelchair Trial and Leaders Cup will also start
at Wan Chai Sports Ground and route through Hung Hing Road and Marsh Road and
then rejoin the 10-kilometre wheelchair race route heading for the finishing
point.

     According to the arrangements for the full and half marathon race
routes, temporary closure of major road sections and their vicinities in Yau
Tsim Mong area will be implemented extensively, including (i) the whole
section of Nathan Road (in both directions) between Salisbury Road and
Gascoigne Road, (ii) the northbound carriageway of Nathan Road between
Gascoigne Road and Argyle Street, and (iii) the westbound carriageway of
Argyle Street between Nathan Road and Tong Mi Road. The above road sections
will be reopened at or before about 10.15am in phases, subject to the
progress of the races. At the same time, public transport services in this
area will also be subject to extensive adjustments. Members of the public
heading to this area are advised to use railway services.

     Moreover, since the full marathon will use the Kowloon-bound
carriageways of Cheung Tsing Highway, Cheung Tsing Tunnel and Nam Wan Tunnel
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as the race route, vehicles on Lantau Link (Tsing Ma Bridge) heading to
Kowloon will be diverted to use North West Tsing Yi Interchange, Tsing Yi
North Coastal Road, Tsing Tsuen Road, Tsuen Wan Road, Kwai Chung Road, Cheung
Sha Wan Road and Lai Chi Kok Road. It is anticipated that traffic congestion
along North Lantau Highway, Tsing Ma Bridge and the vicinity of North West
Tsing Yi Interchange may occur.

     The above road closures will not affect vehicles from Hong Kong
Island/Kowloon/New Territories East heading for Hong Kong International
Airport and Lantau Island. Vehicles from the New Territories West to the
airport and Lantau Island could travel via Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Tunnel. Due
to the closure of Kowloon-bound carriageway of Ting Kau Bridge, vehicles
travelling via Tuen Mun Road or Tai Lam Tunnel to the airport and Lantau
Island will be diverted to use Tsuen Wan Road, Tsuen Tsing Interchange, Tsing
Tsuen Road, Tsing Tsuen Bridge and Tsing Yi North Coastal Road to enter Tsing
Ma Bridge.

     During the races, the Kowloon-bound tube of the WHC will remain opened,
while the Hong Kong-bound tube of the WHC will be temporarily closed from
0.45am on Sunday till about 1.15pm, subject to the progress of the races.
Motorists in Kowloon West heading for Hong Kong Island are advised to use the
Cross-Harbour Tunnel or Eastern Harbour Crossing (EHC). For the race routes
in Causeway Bay, Yee Woo Street eastbound will be temporarily closed to serve
as a race route. Most of the public transport services operating along Yee Wo
Street (in the direction of North Point) will be diverted to use Percival
Street, Leighton Road and Pennington Street during the closure period.

     According to the arrangements for the 10-kilometre race, both bound
carriageways of the IEC between Victoria Park Road and Shau Kei Wan, and the
CWBT linking to and from the IEC will be closed from 1.30am on Sunday, and
traffic will be diverted via appropriate alternative routes such as Connaught
Road Central, Gloucester Road, King's Road, Shau Kei Wan Road, etc. Traffic
to and from the EHC will be diverted to the Sai Wan Ho or Kornhill
exit/entrance. Depending on the progress of the races, different sections of
the CWBT will be reopened in phases to minimise the impact on traffic. Upon
the anticipated reopening of the IEC eastbound before noon, the section of
the CWBT between Central and North Point will be reopened while the Wan Chai
North exit from and entrance to the CWBT will be closed for most of the race
time.

     In connection with the road closure arrangement, starting from 11.15pm
on Saturday until the reopening of the roads, about 210 daytime bus routes
and 35 daytime green minibus (GMB) routes will be subject to suspension,
truncation or diversion, and the stopping points concerned of the affected
bus and GMB services will be relocated accordingly in phases. Also, about 45
overnight bus routes and six overnight green minibus routes to be affected by
the road closures will be subject to the associated service adjustments.
These affected bus routes include the cross-harbour routes and bus services
operating in the following areas:
      
Hong Kong Island – bus routes operating along the IEC, the CWBT, in Central
and Western District, Wan Chai and Causeway Bay areas;



      
Kowloon – bus routes operating along Nathan Road, Argyle Street, Shanghai
Street, Jordan Road and Yau Tsim Mong areas; and

New Territories – bus routes operating along Ting Kau Bridge, Cheung Tsing
Highway, Cheung Tsing Tunnel and Nam Wan Tunnel.
      
     The following bus termini and public transport interchanges on Hong Kong
Island and in Kowloon will be suspended:

Hong Kong Island – Tin Hau Station Public Transport Interchange, Expo Drive
East Bus Terminus, Central Ferry Piers Bus Terminus and Whitfield Road Bus
Terminus; and  
      
Kowloon – China Hong Kong City Public Transport Interchange and Star Ferry
Pier Public Transport Interchange
      
     To enable participants of the full/half marathon and 10-kilometre races
that start in the early morning to go to Tsim Sha Tsui or Causeway Bay, the
first departures of eight rail lines of MTR services will be advanced
suitably on Sunday, with the first departures on the Tuen Ma Line and East
Rail Line to be operated at 3.25am. In addition, 28 special bus routes will
also be operated to serve participants going to Tsim Sha Tsui and Causeway
Bay on Sunday.

     During the road closure period, bus stops, taxi stands, taxi pick-
up/drop-off points, public light bus/GMB stands, roadside parking spaces and
private car parks within the closed roads and their vicinities may be
suspended subject to the situation.

     The commencement time of the pedestrian precinct on Lockhart Road, East
Point Road and Great George Street in Causeway Bay will be postponed to 3pm
on Sunday subject to the road reopening situation in the vicinity of Causeway
Bay.
      
     Members of the public and tourists heading for Hong Kong – Macau Ferry
Terminal, Hong Kong Station and Kowloon Station of the Airport Express Line,
Hong Kong West Kowloon Station of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express
Rail Link, China Ferry Terminal (China Hong Kong City) or Ocean Terminal are
advised to plan their journeys early to avoid any delays caused by road
closures and traffic diversions.

     The TD anticipates that the traffic at various locations on Hong Kong
Island and in Kowloon and the New Territories will be more significantly
congested when compared with normal Sundays, including:
      
     Hong Kong Island – King's Road, Shau Kei Wan Road, Victoria Park Road,
Leighton Road, Hennessy Road, Gloucester Road, Queensway, Connaught Road
Central, Aberdeen Tunnel (Wan Chai bound) and Central Ferry Piers areas;
      
     Kowloon – Nathan Road and its vicinity, Argyle Street, Wylie Road,
Gascoigne Road flyover, West Kowloon Corridor and Cross-Harbour Tunnel (both



bounds), with a higher chance of long traffic queues along Gascoigne Road
flyover and West Kowloon Corridor; and
      
     New Territories – Lantau Link (Kowloon bound) and North West Tsing Yi
Interchange.
      
     Motorists should avoid driving to the above affected areas. In case of
traffic congestion, they should exercise patience and drive with care, and
follow the instructions of the Police on site.

     Members of the public should plan their journeys early and use
alternative routes to avoid unexpected delays, and take railway services as
far as possible. Public transport users are advised to pay attention to the
arrangements of route diversions and changes of stop locations.

     Other ad-hoc traffic and public transport measures, including adjusting
the extent of road closures, traffic diversions, alterations and suspensions
of public transport services, may be implemented by the Police on site at
short notice depending on the actual traffic and crowd conditions. The TD and
the Police will closely monitor the traffic situation and implement
appropriate measures whenever necessary. Members of the public are advised to
stay alert to the latest traffic news through the media.

     For information about the above special traffic and transport
adjustments, members of the public may browse the TD's website
at www.td.gov.hk or the "HKeMobility" mobile application.
     

Appeal for information on missing
woman in Sham Shui Po (with photo)

     Police today (January 15) appealed to the public for information on a
woman who went missing in Sham Shui Po.

     Chan Ching-man, aged 34, went missing after she left her residence on
Yee Kuk Street on January 13 morning. Her family made a report to Police on
the same day.

     She is about 1.5 metres tall, 53 kilograms in weight and of fat build.
She has a round face with yellow complexion and long straight black hair. She
was last seen wearing a blue shirt, a black skirt and slippers.

     Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing woman or may have seen
her is urged to contact the Regional Missing Persons Unit of Kowloon West on
3661 8038 or 9020 6542 or email to rmpu-kw@police.gov.hk, or contact any
police station.
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Pig culling operation on Yuen Long pig
farm with pigs found with ASF virus
completed

     â€‹Regarding the incident announced on January 10 where samples of pigs
from a Yuen Long pig farm tested positive for African Swine Fever (ASF), the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) launched a culling
operation on January 12 on the farm concerned. The operation was completed
today (January 15).

     An AFCD spokesman said, "According to the contingency plan on ASF, the
AFCD has sent staff to cull and handle a total of 1 759 pigs on the licensed
farm in San Tin, Yuen Long, since January 12. The operation was completed
today. All culled and handled pigs were sent to the West New Territories
Landfill for dumping according to established procedures."

     The spokesman further said, "The AFCD will arrange thorough cleaning and
disinfection of the farm, and has notified the World Organisation for Animal
Health of this incident. An investigation and tracing of the source of the
virus in collaboration with international experts is underway."

     There are eight pig farms within 3 kilometres of this index farm, and
transport of any pigs from them is suspended for the sake of prudence. Once
the pig culling operations of other pig farms with pigs found with the ASF
virus in the related zone are completed, the AFCD will arrange veterinary
inspections of the pig farms in the area and collect further samples from
pigs for ASF virus testing as appropriate. If no abnormal health condition is
noted regarding the pigs and all samples have tested negative for the ASF
virus, pigs on these pig farms would be allowed to be transported to
slaughterhouses.

     The AFCD will continue to keep local pig farms under close surveillance
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as well as conducting tests if necessary. The AFCD has also reminded all
farmers to ensure that good biosecurity measures have been properly
implemented and alert the Department immediately if an abnormal health
condition is observed in pigs. Meanwhile, AFCD staff are currently inspecting
all local licensed pig farms in phases to ensure biosecurity measures have
been properly implemented. Surveillance of the activities of wild pigs in the
vicinity of the index farm has also been stepped up.

     Moreover, the AFCD has implemented an emergency measure on handling dead
pigs on local pig farms on the advice of an international veterinary expert
since January 3. All farms are required to collect and submit to the AFCD
nasal swab samples from pig carcasses for ASF virus testing. Disposal of
carcasses can only be arranged by the farms upon confirmation of a negative
result.  

     The spokesman said, "The AFCD has implemented a series of measures. (1)
The AFCD collaborated with an international veterinary expert to provide
guidelines on biosecurity measures for local pig farms earlier. (2) On
January 12, the AFCD has further explained and provided training to the
industry to facilitate prompt implementation and strict observation of the
biosecurity measures specific to their pig farms, thereby effectively
containing the spread of ASF on local pig farms on different levels. (3) In
order to strengthen the knowledge of local pig farmers of the clinical signs
of ASF for early detection and reporting of abnormality of pigs, the AFCD has
launched the Guidelines for Reporting Cases of African Swine Fever to assist
pig farmers in identifying suspected cases for early reporting and to take
appropriate follow-up. (4) AFCD staff have been distributing sampling
materials and protective clothing to all local pig farms. (5) AFCD staff are
keeping close communication with pig farmers to update them on the latest
situation of ASF via SMS groups."

     The spokesman stressed that ASF is not a zoonotic disease and will not
infect humans, hence does not present any food safety risk. Pork cooked
thoroughly is safe for consumption. Members of the public do not need to be
concerned. The incident does not affect the operation of local
slaughterhouses nor the overall supply of live pigs.


