
Speech by CS at Announcement Reception
of Lumieres Hong Kong 2018 (English
only)

     Following is the speech by the Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr
Matthew Cheung Kin-chung, at the Announcement Reception of Lumieres Hong Kong
2018 today (May 28):
 
Mrs Paule Ignatio (Acting Consul General of France in Hong Kong and Macau),
Peter (Chairman of the Hong Kong Tourism Board, Dr Peter Lam), Dr Yuen
(Chairman of the Board, Association Culturelle France – Hong Kong Limited, Dr
Andrew Yuen), Julien (Lumieres Hong Kong Founding Director, Mr Julien-Loïc
Garin), distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
 
     Good evening. It gives me great pleasure to be with you all here today
to announce the grand return of Lumieres Hong Kong in November this year. 
      
     Hong Kong is renowned for its glamorous and vibrant night view that is
unparalleled by any other city around the globe. Late last year, we injected
new music and lighting effects into the award-winning “A Symphony of Lights”
to enhance the night vista of our Victoria Harbour. This mega multimedia
light and sound show effectively illuminates and transforms our skyline into
an outdoor audio-visual feast for the public and visitors every night.
      
     There is no better way to strengthen the glow and glamour of the Pearl
of Orient than having a new and inspiring light show in our city. 
      
     Inspired by and developed in collaboration with the world-renowned light
festival in Lyon, Lumieres Hong Kong made its debut last year. Light
installations, video projections and art pieces were presented at the city’s
landmark sites and buildings to showcase Hong Kong’s unique culture, heritage
and architecture. The community’s response to last year’s festival was
overwhelming. Over 500 000 local and overseas spectators participated in the
three-day event, making it one of the top five light festivals worldwide and
one of the largest in Asia. 
      
     We are most honoured to have Lumieres Hong Kong return to this Asia’s
world city this winter to offer another cultural adventure to us and our
friends from abroad to rediscover the unique beauty and cultural heritage of
Hong Kong through the medium of light. The second edition will be larger in
scale, with an extended four-night exhibition period and a wider spectrum of
local and overseas artworks. 
      
     The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government is determined to
further develop Hong Kong as a world-class premier travel destination and the
events capital of Asia. To this end, we have spared no effort in enhancing
our tourism facilities and supporting the development of new attractions and
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events. 
      
     The Tourism Commission has completed the revitalisation of the Dr Sun
Yat-sen Historical Trail in April 2018. Under the theme of “Art Across Time”,
16 novel artworks designed by nine local artists were added to the Trail to
demonstrate the rich historical and cultural characteristics of Hong Kong.
This Historical Trial, in tune with PMQ as well as the heritage site Tai
Kwun, comprising the former Central Police Station, the Central Magistracy
and Victoria Prison, will certainly take centre stage in the historical
narrative of Central and Western District.
      
     However, Government’s effort alone is not enough. We need the support of
the community to help enrich the cityscape and tourist attractions. Lumieres
is a shining example in this regard. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the Association Culturelle France – Hong Kong for making a
tremendous effort in bringing this valuable and successful public art project
to our city. I must also thank colleagues of Leisure and Cultural Services
Department, a co-presenter of this mega event, for securing local and
overseas artists and art groups to showcase their masterpieces at 14
landmarks, including the Fringe Club and Tai Kwun, across the city.
      
     On this encouraging note, I wish Lumieres Hong Kong 2018 another roaring
success and all of you an enjoyable evening. Thank you.

LegCo Secretariat launches 2018
internship programme (with photos)

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

     The 2018 internship programme organised by the Legislative Council
Secretariat (the Secretariat) for local tertiary students commenced today
(May 28), providing training opportunities for 17 undergraduate students and
six sub-degree students, nominated by 16 tertiary institutions.

     From today to July 6, the 23 students will be attached to various
divisions of the Secretariat to acquire hands-on experience in its support
services provided for the Legislative Council (LegCo).  They will also meet
with the President and Members of LegCo, the Secretary General and Heads of
Divisions of the Secretariat as well as observe meetings of LegCo and its
committees so as to better understand the constitutional functions of LegCo. 
In addition, the students will participate in a training workshop introducing
the work of LegCo as well as an interactive role-play during which they will
play the role of Members to experience the passage of a bill.

     At an orientation session held by the Secretariat this morning, the
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students were given an overview on the work of the Secretariat to make
preparation for the coming six-week internship programme.  The Secretary
General of the Secretariat, Mr Kenneth Chen, met with the students and said,
"The LegCo Secretariat should always remain impartial.  Through this
internship programme, students will understand that the Secretariat adheres
to the principle of political neutrality at all times when serving the
Council.  In addition, I hope students would be inspired by Members and
Secretariat staff whom they will have plenty of opportunities to meet and
interact during their internship period."

     The students then toured the LegCo Library and Archives, the Public
Complaints Office, as well as the education, visitor and press facilities in
the LegCo Complex to gain an understanding of the various support services
provided by the Secretariat for LegCo.

     "Issues relating to LegCo are in the news almost every day.  It is my
privilege to get the opportunity to experience how LegCo works and what makes
it work.  The meeting sessions with Members incorporated into the programme
will also widen my perspectives in exploring contemporary issues," a student
said during the orientation session.

     The internship programme is an annual event held since 2013 during the
summer vacation of students.
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Increase in amount of damages for
bereavement under Fatal Accidents
Ordinance proposed

     The Department of Justice (DoJ) today (May 28) gave notice to the
Legislative Council (LegCo) that it will move a resolution to increase the
statutory sum to be awarded as damages for bereavement (bereavement sum)
under the Fatal Accidents Ordinance (Cap 22) to $220,000.

     The increased sum will be capable of reflecting the cumulative impact of
inflation over the period from March 1997 to March 2018.

     The DoJ also proposed a review of the bereavement sum to reflect
inflation by making reference to the Consumer Price Index (A) (CPI(A)) every
two years.

     A spokesman for the DoJ said, "The Ordinance was enacted in 1986. It
allows an action for damages to be brought against a person for the benefit
of the dependants of the deceased in respect of that person's wrongful act,
neglect or default which has caused the death of the deceased. An action
under the Ordinance may include a claim for damages for bereavement in the
sum as prescribed in section 4(3). Section 4(5) of the Ordinance provides
that the LegCo may by resolution vary the sum.

     "Since the enactment of the Ordinance, the bereavement sum was adjusted
in 1991 and 1997. The current sum is set at $150,000."

     In mid-2014, the DoJ reviewed the bereavement sum and proposed to
increase the sum to $190,000, having made reference to the cumulative
inflation as measured by the CPI(A), and consulted the Law Society of Hong
Kong (LawSoc) and the Hong Kong Bar Association (the Bar).

     In response, the LawSoc and the Bar proposed that the amount be adjusted
to $250,000. The reason is that the increase should take into account not
only inflation but also "changing social and economic conditions of Hong
Kong".

     "The DoJ then thoroughly considered the issues and studied the
methodology adopted in other common law jurisdictions. The Census and
Statistics Department and the Government Economist were consulted. It was
concluded that the 'social and economic conditions' of an economy could
embrace many different aspects, including a host of factors such as
population growth and structure, housing and economic growth. Therefore,
there is no single indicator that can serve the purpose of manifesting the
changing social and economic conditions in a nutshell," the spokesman
explained.

     In the DoJ's view, an adjustment based on inflation by making reference
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to the CPI(A) could provide a simple and objective methodology for the coming
and future reviews of the bereavement sum.

     The DoJ proposed to move a resolution to increase the bereavement sum to
$220,000 which would be more than sufficient to cover the cumulative
inflation reckoned from March 1997 to March 2018 after making reference to
the CPI(A).

     The DoJ today gave notice to the LegCo that it would move the related
resolution under section 4(5) of the Ordinance at the LegCo sitting on June
13.

Man holding charged with attempted
murder

     Police today (May 28) laid a holding charge against a 30-year-old man
with one count of attempted murder.

     The man was arrested on May 26 in suspected connection with an attempted
murder case in Tin Shui Wai on May 16, in which he put suspected poison into
the soup for his 60-year-old mother’s consumption.

     The case will be mentioned at Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts tomorrow (May
29).
 

EPD announces results of Design Idea
Competition for Wan Chai Community
Green Station

     The award ceremony of the Design Idea Competition for Wan Chai Community
Green Station organised by the Environmental Protection Department (EPD) was
held today (May 28) at Leighton Hill Community Hall in Wan Chai. The
competition received a total of more than 70 design concept entries for the
professional and open groups. The jury panel selected the winning,
commendation and finalist entries from each group.
 
     Speaking at the ceremony, the Secretary for the Environment, Mr Wong
Kam-sing, said the entries were of high quality and the designs both
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practicable and innovative. They could also bring out the green image of the
community green station (CGS) in supporting community recycling and
environmental education. In addition, the designs could integrate the CGS
into the surrounding environment, and facilitate the development of a green
culture.
 
     The Wan Chai CGS will be located at Wan Shing Street near Hung Hing Road
in Wan Chai, in the vicinity of the Wan Chai promenade. The winner of the
first prize in the professional group will be invited to collaborate with the
Architectural Services Department to implement the design of the Wan Chai CGS
(please see the Annex for the design). All entries of the competition will be
exhibited from May 30 to June 8 at the Queensway Government Offices and
members of the public are welcome to visit the exhibition. For information
about the competition and exhibition, please visit the competition website at
www.CGSdesigncompetition.hk.
 
     Mr Wong also announced that Yan Oi Tong and the New Life Psychiatric
Rehabilitation Association had been appointed through open tender to operate
the Tuen Mun CGS and the Kwai Tsing CGS respectively. The contracts are of a
term of three years and both CGSs are expected to commence operation in the
second half of this year. According to the operation contracts, Yan Oi Tong
and the New Life Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association will provide the
local communities with collection services for different recyclables, such as
waste paper, waste plastics, waste metals, electrical appliances, glass
containers, compact fluorescent lamps and tubes and rechargeable batteries.
The operators are also expected to organise a wide range of environmental
education programmes to promote the messages of "Use Less, Waste Less" and
"Clean Recycling", and to instil a green living culture in the community.
 
     Yan Oi Tong has its roots in Tuen Mun and has long-term community
service experience in the district, while the New Life Psychiatric
Rehabilitation Association has an extensive community service network in Kwai
Tsing. Both operators possess the ability and experience required to enable
the Tuen Mun CGS and the Kwai Tsing CGS to provide recycling support and
environmental education programmes at the community level.
 
     The Tuen Mun CGS is located at 9 Tuen Yi Street in Tuen Mun, while the
Kwai Tsing CGS is located at 12 Tam Kon Shan Road in Tsing Yi. In addition,
there are five CGSs in operation, namely the Sha Tin CGS, the Eastern CGS,
the Kwun Tong CGS, the Yuen Long CGS and the Sham Shui Po CGS. With more CGSs
coming into operation, the relevant communities will be better able to
establish a recycling and environmental education network for the promotion
and implementation of various waste reduction initiatives. For information
about CGSs and their latest developments, please visit the EPD's website at
www.wastereduction.gov.hk/en/community/cgs_intro.htm.
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