
Property Management Services Authority
to collect levy from July 1

The following is issued on behalf of the Property Management Services
Authority:
      
     The Property Management Services Authority (PMSA) today (June 28)
announced that starting from July 1, a transferee (generally refers to a
purchaser) under a conveyance on sale of an immovable property in Hong Kong
has to pay a levy to the PMSA within 30 days after the conveyance on sale is
executed.
      
     The levy is collected pursuant to the Property Management Services
Ordinance (Cap 626) (PMSO) and the Property Management Services (Levy)
Regulation (Cap 626A) under the PMSO. The amount of levy payable for each
leviable instrument is $350, regardless of the stated consideration or value
of the immovable property under the conveyance on sale. The Stamp Office of
the Inland Revenue Department (IRD) will collect the levy on behalf of the
PMSA, together with the stamp duty, when a conveyance on sale chargeable with
stamp duty under head 1(1) in the First Schedule to the Stamp Duty Ordinance
(Cap 117) is submitted to the IRD for stamping.
      
     The PMSA has set up a dedicated webpage (www.pmsahk.org.hk) to introduce
the details of the levy collection arrangements. Leaflets and posters have
also been published to facilitate better understanding of the levy collection
arrangements by members of the public.
      
     The PMSA is a statutory body established under section 42(1) of the PMSO
and is tasked to, among others, regulate the provision of property management
services by companies and practitioners in Hong Kong and promote the
professionalism of the industry. Through formulating and implementing a
licensing regulatory regime and other complementary measures that suit the
situation in Hong Kong, the PMSA aims to encourage and assist the property
management industry and its practitioners in striving for enhancement in
quality and professionalism so as to provide property owners, occupiers and
users with professional property management services. 
      
     The PMSA is a self-financing statutory body supported by income
generated from the licensing of property management companies and
practitioners as well as levies collected on conveyances on sale chargeable
with stamp duty.
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New District Officer for Kwai Tsing
assumes office (with photo)

     Mr Kenneth Cheng will assume the post of District Officer (Kwai Tsing)
tomorrow (June 29).

     Mr Cheng joined the Administrative Service in 1995. He has served in
various bureaux and departments including the former Planning, Environment
and Lands Branch; the former Trade and Industry Branch; the former Education
and Manpower Bureau; the former Commerce and Industry Bureau; the former
Commerce, Industry and Technology Bureau; the Security Bureau; the Financial
Services and the Treasury Bureau; the Office of the Government Chief
Information Officer; and the Education Bureau.

     He was the Principal Assistant Secretary for Labour and Welfare before
taking up the new post.

  

Temporary reduction of speed limit of
North Lantau Highway extended

     The Transport Department announced today (June 28) that the temporary
reduction of the speed limit along the westbound side of the North Lantau
Highway between Pak Mong and Tung Chung will be extended for one year from
July 1 (Sunday) to June 30, 2019, to facilitate the reinstatement works along
Airport Road (airport bound).
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     Under the temporary traffic arrangement, the speed limit along the
westbound carriageway of the North Lantau Highway from a point about 300
metres east of its junction with Airport Road to about 2,500m east of the
same junction will be reduced from 110 kilometres per hour to 80km/h in order
to enhance the safety of road users and workers.

     Appropriate traffic signs have been erected to guide motorists.

AFCD to highlight varieties at Local
Organic Watermelon Festival (with
photos)

     The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) today
(June 28) introduced three highlighted varieties of organic watermelons to be
sold at the Local Organic Watermelon Festival.
 
     The three highlighted varieties of organic watermelons, namely Super
Sweet Black Angel 168, Diana and Yellow Orchid, were introduced from
Australia, Taiwan and Thailand respectively by the AFCD in recent years.
Being able to adapt well to the local environment and summer climate, and
promising good yields of quality fruit of suitable sizes for small to medium-
sized families, these varieties have been well received by both farmers and
consumers.
 
     Super Sweet Black Angel 168 is spherical with green striped skin, and
its bright crimson-coloured flesh is very juicy. Diana is oblong in shape,
and the intense red flesh encased under its bright yellow striped skin is
remarkably sweet. Spherical in shape, Yellow Orchid has bright green striped
skin and yellow flesh which is very crispy, juicy and sweet.
    
     The AFCD has been promoting quality crop varieties in recent years and
providing technical guidance to organic farmers on growing watermelon and
other crops with a view to strengthening the sustainability of local
agriculture. In order to help farmers expand their network of customers and
share their harvests with Hong Kong people, the AFCD has been organising the
Local Organic Watermelon Festival on an annual basis since 2007. As with last
year, the AFCD has also invited all regular local organic farmers' markets to
join the event. Local organic watermelon as well as other seasonal farm
produce will be sold in each farmers' market starting from late June. Members
of the public are welcome to shop at these markets to support local farming.
 
     The opening dates and times of the organic farmers' markets in late June
and July are listed below:
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Farmers' market Location Date Time
Tong Chong Street
Market Pop-up
Farmers’ Stall

G/F, One Island East,
Taikoo Place, Quarry
Bay

June 25 to 29 Noon to 6pm

Tai Po Farmers'
Market

12 Tai Wo Road, Tai
Po

June 30 to July 2
Every Sunday in July 9am to 5pm

Organic Farmers'
Market @ Central Central Pier No. 7 Every Sunday in July 11am to 5pm

Star Ferry Farmers'
Market Central Pier No. 7 Every Wednesday in

July Noon to 6pm

Mei Foo Farm Fest
Under Kwai Chung Road
Flyover (Mei Foo
Section)

Every Sunday in July 11am to 5pm

Sai Kung Organic
Farmers' Market

Sai Kung Waterfront
Promenade (near Sai
Kung Waterfront
Market)

Every Sunday in July 11am to 5pm

 
     For details of the Local Organic Watermelon Festival and arrangements
under inclement weather conditions, please visit www.afcd.gov.hk.

Auctions of traditional vehicle
registration marks to be held on July
14 and 15

     The Transport Department today (June 28) announced that two auctions of
traditional vehicle registration marks will be held on July 14 (Saturday) and
15 (Sunday), in Meeting Room S421, L4, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre, Wan Chai.

     "A total of 280 vehicle registration marks will be put up for public
sale at each auction. The lists of marks have been posted at the department's
website, www.td.gov.hk," a department spokesman said.

     Applicants who have paid a deposit of $1,000 to reserve a mark for
auction should also participate in the bidding (including the first bid at
the reserve price of $1,000). Otherwise, the mark may be sold to another
bidder at the reserve price.

     People who wish to participate in the bidding at the auction should take
note of the following important points:
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(a) Successful bidders are required to produce the following documents for
completion of registration and payment procedures immediately after the
successful bidding:

the identity document of the successful bidder;1.
the identity document of the purchaser if it is different from the2.
successful bidder;
a copy of the Certificate of Incorporation if the purchaser is a body3.
corporate; and
a crossed cheque made payable to "The Government of the Hong Kong4.
Special Administrative Region" or "The Government of the HKSAR". (For an
auctioned mark paid for by cheque, the first three working days after
the date of auction will be required for cheque clearance confirmation
before processing of the application for mark assignment can be
completed.) Successful bidders can also pay through the Easy Pay System
(EPS). Payment by post-dated cheques, cash or other methods will not be
accepted.

(b) Purchasers must make payment of the purchase price through EPS or by
crossed cheque and complete the Memorandum of Sale of Registration Mark
immediately after the bidding. Subsequent alteration of the particulars in
the memorandum will not be permitted.

(c) A vehicle registration mark can only be assigned to a motor vehicle which
is registered in the name of the purchaser. The Certificate of Incorporation
must be produced immediately by the purchaser if a vehicle registration mark
purchased is to be registered under the name of a body corporate.

(d) Special registration marks are non-transferable. Where the ownership of a
motor vehicle with a special registration mark is transferred, the allocation
of the special registration mark shall be cancelled.

(e) The purchaser shall, within 12 months after the date of auction, apply to
the Commissioner for Transport for the registration mark to be assigned to a
motor vehicle registered in the name of the purchaser. If the purchaser fails
to assign the registration mark within 12 months, allocation of the mark will
be cancelled and arranged for re-allocation in accordance with the statutory
provision without prior notice to the purchaser.

     For other auction details, please refer to the Guidance Notes – Auction
of Vehicle Registration Marks, which can be downloaded from the department's
website, www.td.gov.hk.
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