
Fraudulent websites related to Bank of
Singapore Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:
 
     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Bank of Singapore Limited on fraudulent
websites, which has been reported to the HKMA.  Hyperlink to the press
release is available on the HKMA website for ease of reference by members of
the public.
 
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information to the websites
concerned or has conducted any financial transactions through the websites
should contact the bank concerned using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report to the Police or contact the Cyber Security and
Technology Crime Bureau of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.

Fraudulent website related to Wing
Lung Bank Limited

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Wing Lung Bank Limited on fraudulent
website, which has been reported to the HKMA. Hyperlink to the press release
is available on the HKMA website for ease of reference by members of the
public.

     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information to the website
concerned or has conducted any financial transactions through the website
should contact the bank concerned using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report to the Police or contact the Cyber Security and
Technology Crime Bureau of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.

Sample of bottled plum sauce imported
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from Thailand in breach of food
labelling regulations

    The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department today (August 16) announced that a kind of bottled plum sauce
imported from Thailand has been found to contain a preservative, sulphur
dioxide, that was not declared on the product's food label, in breach of the
food labelling regulations. Follow-up is in progress.

    Product details are as follows:

Product name: Mekhala all natural plum sauce·dressing·dip
Place of origin: Thailand
Manufacturer: Mekhala Living (Thailand) Co Ltd
Packaging: 250 millilitres per bottle
Best-before date: May 30, 2019

    "The CFS took the above-mentioned sample from a shop in Central for
testing under its routine Food Surveillance Programme. The test result showed
that the sample contained sulphur dioxide undeclared on its food label. The
CFS has informed the vendor concerned of the irregularity and instructed it
to stop sale and remove from shelves the affected batch of the product," a
CFS spokesman said.

    The spokesman pointed out that although the level of sulphur dioxide
contained (121 parts per million) in the above-mentioned sample is within the
legal limit, susceptible individuals who are allergic to sulphur dioxide may
experience breathing difficulties, headache and nausea if they consume this
kind of food.

    The spokesman urged the trade to observe the relevant laws and
regulations. The Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling) Regulations (Cap.
132W) require that the food ingredients of all prepackaged food for sale in
Hong Kong should be listed out in the list of ingredients. The maximum
penalty upon conviction is a fine of $50,000 and six months' imprisonment.

    The CFS will notify the trade, continue to follow up on the incident and
take appropriate action. Investigation is ongoing.
 

Manager of unlicensed guesthouse fined

     A woman was fined $4,000 at the Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts today
(August 16) for contravening the Hotel and Guesthouse Accommodation
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Ordinance.
      
     The courts heard that in June last year, officers of the Office of the
Licensing Authority (OLA), the Home Affairs Department, inspected a suspected
unlicensed guesthouse in Wing Ping Tsuen in Yuen Long. During the inspection,
the OLA officers posed as lodgers and successfully rented a room in the
guesthouse on a daily basis.
      
     According to the OLA's records, the guesthouse did not possess a licence
under the Ordinance on the day of inspection. The woman responsible for
managing the premises was charged with contravening section 5(1) of the
Ordinance.
      
     A department spokesman stressed that operating or managing an unlicensed
guesthouse is a criminal offence and will lead to a criminal record. Upon
conviction, the offender is liable to a maximum fine of $200,000 and two
years' imprisonment.
           
     The spokesman appealed to anyone with information about suspected
unlicensed guesthouses to report it to the OLA through the hotline (Tel: 2881
7498), by email (hadlaenq@had.gov.hk), by fax (2504 5805) using the report
form downloaded from the OLA website (www.hadla.gov.hk), or through the
mobile application "Hong Kong Licensed Hotels and Guesthouses".

Flag-lowering ceremony cancelled

     Owing to the thunderstorm warning, the flag-lowering ceremony to be
conducted at Golden Bauhinia Square, Wan Chai at 6pm today (August 16) will
be cancelled.
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