
Grading of beach water quality
released

     The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) today (February 9)
released the latest grading of water quality for four gazetted beaches that
are open all year round for swimming.
      
     Four beaches were rated as Good (Grade 1).
 
Grade 1 beaches are:           

Clear Water Bay Second Beach Golden Beach
Deep Water Bay Beach Silverstrand Beach

      
     Compared with the grading released last week, there was no change in the
grading for these beaches.
      
     Under the present grading system, beaches are classified into four
grades, namely Good (Grade 1), Fair (Grade 2), Poor (Grade 3) and Very Poor
(Grade 4), according to the level of E. coli in the water. Grades are
calculated on the basis of the geometric mean of the E. coli counts on the
five most recent sampling occasions.
      
     While the ratings represent the general water quality at the beaches, an
EPD spokesman reminded members of the public that water quality could be
temporarily affected during and after periods of heavy rain. Bathers should
avoid swimming at beaches for up to three days after a tropical cyclone or
heavy rainfall.
      
     A summary of beach grades is published weekly before the weekend.  The
latest beach grades based on the most current data may be obtained from the
EPD's website on Beach Water Quality (www.epd.gov.hk/epd/beach) or the beach
hotline, 2511 6666.  Members of the public can also obtain the latest daily
water quality forecast information for all beaches that are open for swimming
through the Beach Water Quality Forecast mobile application (available for
download from: www.epd.gov.hk/en/BWQApp) or the dedicated beach water quality
forecast page (www.epd.gov.hk/en/BWQForecast) on the EPD's beach thematic
website.

Inspection of aquatic products
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imported from Japan

     In response to the Japanese Government's plan to discharge nuclear-
contaminated water at the Fukushima Nuclear Power Station, the Director of
Food and Environmental Hygiene issued a Food Safety Order which prohibits all
aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds originating from the 10
metropolis/prefectures, namely Tokyo, Fukushima, Ibaraki, Miyagi, Chiba,
Gunma, Tochigi, Niigata, Nagano and Saitama, from being imported into and
supplied in Hong Kong.
 
     For other Japanese aquatic products, sea salt and seaweeds that are not
prohibited from being imported into Hong Kong, the Centre for Food Safety
(CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department will conduct
comprehensive radiological tests to verify that the radiation levels of these
products do not exceed the guideline levels before they are allowed to be
supplied in the market.
 
     As the discharge of nuclear-contaminated water is unprecedented and will
continue for 30 years or more, the Government will closely monitor and step
up the testing arrangements. Should anomalies be detected, the Government
does not preclude further tightening the scope of the import ban.
 
     From noon on February 8 to noon today (February 9), the CFS conducted
tests on the radiological levels of 174 food samples imported from Japan,
which were of the "aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea salt"
category. No sample was found to have exceeded the safety limit. Details can
be found on the CFS's thematic website titled "Control Measures on Foods
Imported from Japan"
(www.cfs.gov.hk/english/programme/programme_rafs/programme_rafs_fc_01_30_Nucl
ear_Event_and_Food_Safety.html).

     The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) has also
tested 50 samples of local catch for radiological levels. All the samples
passed the tests. Details can be found on the AFCD's website
(www.afcd.gov.hk/english/fisheries/Radiological_testing/Radiological_Test.htm
l).
 
     The Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) has also enhanced the environmental
monitoring of the local waters. No anomaly has been detected so far. For
details, please refer to the HKO's website
(www.hko.gov.hk/en/radiation/monitoring/seawater.html).
 
     From August 24 to noon today, the CFS and the AFCD have conducted tests
on the radiological levels of 30 143 samples of food imported from Japan
(including 20 183 samples of aquatic and related products, seaweeds and sea
salt) and 8 422 samples of local catch respectively. All the samples passed
the tests.
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Effective Exchange Rate Index

     The effective exchange rate index for the Hong Kong dollar on Friday,
February 9, 2024 is 105.1 (up 0.1 against yesterday's index).

Phishing emails related to China
Minsheng Banking Corp., Ltd.

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

     The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by China Minsheng Banking Corp., Ltd.
relating to phishing emails, which have been reported to the HKMA. A
hyperlink to the press release is available on the HKMA website.
      
     The HKMA wishes to remind the public that banks will not send SMS or
emails with embedded hyperlinks which direct them to the banks' websites to
carry out transactions. They will not ask customers for sensitive personal
information, such as login passwords or one-time password, by phone, email or
SMS (including via embedded hyperlinks).
      
     Anyone who has provided his or her personal information, or who has
conducted any financial transactions, through or in response to the emails
concerned, should contact the bank using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report the matter to the Police by contacting the
Crime Wing Information Centre of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.
 

Public urged to keep venues clean
during fireworks display

     The Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) today (February 9)
appealed to members of the public to keep places clean and mind their safety
while watching the Lunar New Year Fireworks Display on February 11 (the
second day of the Lunar New Year).
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     The LCSD, together with the law enforcement teams of other relevant
departments, will strengthen patrols at LCSD venues where large crowds are
expected. Measures will be stepped up to tackle littering, illegal hawking
and vandalism.

     These venues include the Hong Kong Cultural Centre Piazza, Salisbury
Garden, the Avenue of Stars, Tsim Sha Tsui Promenade, Urban Council Centenary
Garden, Kai Tak Cruise Terminal Park, Kai Tak Sky Garden, Kwun Tong Promenade
and Cha Kwo Ling Promenade along the Kowloon waterfront, as well as Tamar
Park, the Central and Western District Promenade – Central Section, the Wan
Chai Temporary Promenade and East Coast Park (Phase 1) on the waterfront of
Hong Kong Island.

     A spokesman for the LCSD urged members of the public to take their
belongings with them when leaving the venues and not to leave trash behind.

     He said that littering offenders will be subject to a fixed penalty of
$3,000. Publicity materials reminding members of the public to keep places
clean will be displayed at the venues while additional cleaning staff and
security guards will also be deployed.

     The spokesman also reminded people that the above venues will be very
crowded during the fireworks display. Visitors are advised to exercise
tolerance and patience and take special care of their safety. They should pay
attention to crowd management measures and take heed of police instructions,
he added.
 
     Furthermore, some parts of the green lawns, passageways and viewing
platforms of Tamar Park and the Central and Western District Promenade –
Central Section have been temporarily closed in preparation for the large-
scale outdoor art installation exhibition "teamLab: Continuous" to be
launched in March. The spokesman appeals to the public for considering other
places as far as practicable to avoid overcrowding or not being able to enter
the venue due to limited space.


