Speech: PM’'s welcoming statement at
Burns Supper: 21 January 2019

It is great to be able to welcome you here to Downing Street this evening for
Burns Supper, this is the second one I have had the pleasure of hosting.

This house of course, has been the home of Prime Ministers of Great Britain
and then of the United Kingdom since 1732, 25 years after the Acts of Union
that created that single kingdom of Great Britain. So from the start, this
house has been symbolic of that union.

It is important to me in everything we do here, and indeed in everything we
do as a government, that we reflect the fact that the United Kingdom is a
union of four nations. Our country has great diversity within it and we
rightly celebrate that diversity. What we actually do in coming together is
combine to make something greater than the sum of its parts and it is
something that is unique and inspiring.

Of course, Scotland is an absolutely integral part of our United Kingdom —
economically, socially and culturally.

Tonight of course in Robert Burns, we are celebrating a Scottish and British
cultural icon, one of the finest poets in any language. It is a chance to
celebrate a great poet, a great nation and an enduring union. Have a really
good evening.
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