
Speech by CE at 12th Spirit of Hong
Kong Awards 2024 (English only)

     Following is the speech by the Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, at the 12th
Spirit of Hong Kong Awards 2024 today (December 3):

Ms Catherine So (Chief Executive Officer of the South China Morning Post), Mr
Daryl Ng (Deputy Chairman of the Sino Group), Mr Paulo Pong (Chairperson of
the Spirit of Hong Kong Awards Judging Panel), Spirit of Hong Kong Awards
judges and nominators, awardees and finalists, distinguished guests, ladies
and gentlemen, 

     Good evening. I'm delighted to be here, once again, for the Spirit of
Hong Kong Awards, the 12th edition. 

     Tonight's awards are unlike most prize ceremonies. This evening, we pay
tribute not to the most celebrated or gifted at one thing or another – not to
research or creative excellence in a given category – however much we
certainly need, and count on, such remarkable individuals. 

     The Spirit of Hong Kong Awards honours those who exemplify Hong Kong's
can-do spirit. The winners and finalists with us this evening, are not, for
the most part, celebrities. They are ordinary people, doing extraordinary
things. And doing them for the people of Hong Kong.

     We have been particularly blessed with such people this year – everyday
individuals, imbued with the spirit of altruism and civic pride. Nominations,
I'm pleased to say, have more than tripled for this year's Awards. 

     The individuals behind the nominations are helping so many Hong Kong
people, in so many ways. They make a profound difference in areas ranging
from health, education, employment and the environment, to charities,
community service, art, sports, culture and more. Much more. 

     We are proud that these remarkable individuals – all of you – call Hong
Kong home. We are grateful, too, to be inspired by you, and happy today to
honour you. 

     Ladies and gentlemen, Hong Kong, as you all know, is now ushering in a
new era of transformation. We are witnessing changes in modes of business, in
economic activities, in the social ladder, and in the dynamics of the lives
of the people of Hong Kong, day in, day out. 

     In times like this, we look to selfless individuals to step up, to make
a difference for their neighbours, and the greater community. For all of Hong
Kong.

     To all our winners and nominees, you are role models for Hong Kong. I
count on you to continue spreading your positive impact in society. I am
confident that with your spirit, the spirit of Hong Kong, there is nothing
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Hong Kong can't accomplish – for our economy, for our community. For each
other. 

     I am grateful to the organisers of the Spirit of Hong Kong Awards, the
South China Morning Post and the Sino Group. My thanks, too, to this year's
prestigious panel of judges, whose selfless efforts reflect the spirit of
Hong Kong. 

     My congratulations to the winners and finalists in this year's 10
categories. My thanks, as well, to the Hong Kong public, which voted for the
Lion Rock People's Choice Award.
 
     Ladies and gentlemen, I know you will treasure this special evening. And
I wish everyone a new year full of the spirit of Hong Kong. 

     Thank you.


