
Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs
attends barracks visit for Hong Kong
and Macao youths in Guangzhou

     The Secretary for Home and Youth Affairs, Miss Alice Mak, arrived in
Guangzhou this afternoon (September 22) to attend a barracks visit for youths
from Hong Kong and Macao.

     Organised by the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the People's
Government of Guangdong Province, Guangdong Provincial Corps of the Chinese
people's Armed Police Force, the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government and the Education and
Youth Development Bureau of the Macao Special Administrative Region
Government, the event aims to promote national defence education among youths
from Hong Kong and Macao, and enhance young people's understanding of
national defence and awareness of national security, thereby strengthening
their affection for and sense of belonging to the country.

     Speaking at the activity, Miss Mak said that national security is the
foundation for prosperity and stability in society, as well as the well-being
of the people. Today's event provided a great opportunity for young people
from Hong Kong and Macao to visit the barracks and gain an in-depth
understanding of the importance of national defence education and national
security.

     Miss Mak said, "The HKSAR Government attaches great importance to
encouraging Hong Kong youths to inherit and promote patriotism and national
pride. The HKSAR Government aims to support young people in pursuing their
dreams by taking advantage of the opportunities brought by the country's key
strategies, helping them better integrate into the overall development of the
nation." She encouraged youths from Hong Kong and Macao to equip themselves
and contribute to the development of the country, Hong Kong and Macao.

     About 500 youths from Hong Kong and Macao joined the event. They visited
showcases of military equipment and barracks dormitories, gaining insights
into the importance of national defence and national security.

     Miss Mak finished the visit in the afternoon and returned to Hong Kong
on the same day.
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