
News story: Drivers’ hours: changes to
fines for commercial drivers

Updated: Updated with the date (5 March 2018) that DVSA traffic examiners
will start issuing on-the-spot fines for any drivers’ hours offences
committed in the last 28 days.

If you drive a lorry, bus or coach, you must follow rules on how many hours
you can drive and the breaks you need to take.

The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) can fine drivers up to £300 if
they’re caught breaking the rules. They can also be prosecuted or have their
vehicle immobilised.

At the moment, DVSA can only fine drivers for:

offences committed that day
ongoing offences, like manipulating tachograph records, which record
drivers’ hours

Drivers will be fined for older offences
From Monday 5 March 2018, DVSA traffic examiners will start issuing on-the-
spot fines for any drivers’ hours offences committed in the last 28 days.

In a single roadside check, DVSA traffic examiners will issue fines for up to
5 drivers’ hours offences. It means you could be fined up to £1,500 in a
single check if you’ve consistently broken the rules.

It won’t matter if the offences took place in Great Britain or elsewhere.

The rules will also apply to drivers who don’t live in Great Britain.
However, they’ll need to pay any fines immediately, before being allowed to
continue their journey. DVSA will immobilise their vehicle until they pay.

Fines to deter drivers from not resting properly
As well as giving fines to drivers for recent offences, DVSA traffic
examiners have started issuing fines to deal with drivers who don’t properly
rest.

Lorry, bus and coach drivers must take a 45-hour rest break at least every
fortnight.

Since 1 November 2017, DVSA has started to fine drivers up to £300 if they
spend their full weekly rest break in their vehicle in places where it causes
a problem. For example, if a lorry driver spends their full break in the cab
of their lorry in a layby.
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Illegal parking, noise and litter nuisance

Spending the weekly rest break in the cab can:

contribute to drivers not properly resting
expose drivers to poor living conditions

It can also cause problems in local communities. In some areas, lorry drivers
have parked illegally or inappropriately while taking the 45-hour break, and
have caused residents to complain about noise, litter and anti-social
behaviour.

During 2016, authorities in Kent took action against 3,700 lorry drivers for
parking illegally or inappropriately.

Targeting problem areas

DVSA traffic examiners will target places where this is causing the biggest
problems, such as residential areas and laybys.

DVSA will also work with its counterparts in other countries to deal with
overseas operators whose drivers regularly do this.

Devastating consequences of driving tired
Crashes involving tired lorry drivers can be devastating. Almost a quarter of
injuries in accidents involving lorries are fatal or serious.

About 40% of sleep-related accidents involve commercial vehicles.

According to the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA),
driving while tired may be responsible for:

1 in 5 of all accidents
up to a quarter of serious and fatal crashes

6,300 drivers’ hours fines were given to lorry drivers by DVSA between April
2015 and March 2016

Source: Vehicle enforcement data for Great Britain

In addition to the devastation caused to families and communities, road
collisions cost the economy an estimated £16.3 billion a year, and add
pressure on the NHS and emergency services.

Protecting you from unsafe drivers and vehicles
DVSA Chief Executive, Gareth Llewellyn, said:

DVSA’s priority is to protect you from unsafe drivers and vehicles.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/vehicle-enforcement-data-for-great-britain


These tougher fines will help us to take stronger action against
any drivers or operators who break drivers’ hours rules and will
help make our roads safer.

There’s no excuse for driving while tired. The results of falling
asleep at the wheel of 40 tonne lorry can be devastating to
families and communities. Any drivers breaking these rules is
putting other road users at risk and could face losing their
licence and livelihood.

James Firth, the Freight Transport Association’s Head of Licensing Policy and
Compliance Information, said:

For some years, DVSA officers have been virtually powerless to take
effective action against non-UK HGV drivers who may have committed
a string of offences in the days and weeks before the vehicle is
stopped.

These new powers mean the enforcement authorities will be more able
– and more likely – to take action against all drivers who are
found to have repeatedly flouted these critical road safety laws.

News story: Cold weather prompts
further health warnings from PHE

Updated: Updated story with latest warning.

Latest update
Forecasts that current cold weather is here to stay for a while, have
prompted PHE to urge people to check on older friends, family and neighbours,
who may feel isolated.

The Met Office has said that cold conditions, presently affecting all parts
of the country, are likely to stay in place for several days, meaning most
people will have to contend with snow, ice and low temperatures.

Spells of weather like this can put older people, those with underlying
health conditions and young children, at risk from a range of conditions
because cold weather forces their bodies to work much harder than usual.

Dr Angie Bone, of PHE’s Extreme Events team, said:
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In events like this it’s possible that some people who are not in
the best of health will stay at home, rather than risk venturing
out in cold and icy conditions, and this can lead to feeling more
isolated than usual.

That’s why as this colder period continues we should all check in
on those we know, whether they’re friends, family or neighbours,
who may be at risk, and offer to lend a helping hand. Do they need
shopping or a prescription collecting? Can they get to GP or
hospital appointments? Do they just need some company?

It can be all too easy for those of us who are fit and well and
able to cope with the cold – but it’s really important to remember
that it can leave some people feeling a bit cut off.

Read top tips for staying safe in colder weather.

Previous updates

17 January 2018

Colder weather has arrived in northern England prompting PHE warnings.

The Met Office today said North East, North West and Yorkshire and the Humber
regions were all experiencing cold weather and were likely to continue doing
so until the weekend.

Dr Thomas Waite of the Extreme Events team said:

Cold weather like this is part of winter – but just because we’re
used to it doesn’t mean we shouldn’t take steps to protect
ourselves from falling ill. Every winter thousands of people die
from illnesses linked to exposure to the cold when indoor and
outside – that’s why it’s so important we all look out for each
other.

If you can check on family, friends and neighbours who are older,
have young children or who have heart and lung conditions all these
groups are particularly vulnerable to cold.

Keep a close eye on weather forecasts so you’re up to date with
what’s happening in your area, keep homes heated to at least 18C
and remember wearing several thin layers can be more effective than
fewer thicker ones.

https://www.gov.uk/#top-tips


5 January 2018

Another wave of cold weather, including the chance of ice and snow for some,
has prompted PHE to urge people to keep homes warm and to keep an eye out for
friends, family and neighbours.

The Met Office says that the weather will start to turn much colder from
tonight (Friday 5 January 2018) with the cold creeping down the country from
the north and that the bad weather could remain until early next week.

Dr Thomas Waite, of the PHE Extreme events team, said:

As temperatures drop it’s really important to think about what you
can do to prepare for the cold and protect more vulnerable friends
and family from the ill-effects of the cold.

Ensure they wear lots of thin layers, have plenty of warm food and
drinks to stay warm and check weather forecasts before heading out.
Also wear shoes with a good, slip-resistant grip to prevent any
accidental falls and when indoors stay warm and heat homes to at
least 18°C.

This advice is important for everyone but particularly important if
anyone in the home is very young, 65 or over or has a long term
health condition.

27 December 2017

Arrival of cold weather across Yorkshire and the Humber, the North East and
North West of England that is due to spread across the rest of the country
has prompted further warnings from Public Health England to look out for
others and to take extra care during the cold, snowy conditions.

A band of rain, sleet and snow followed by a very cold and frosty period is
forecast to spread southeast across the country from today until Saturday.
Because every winter cold triggers thousands of illnesses and deaths across
the UK, PHE is urging people to wrap up warm and take extra care when out and
about.

Dr Thomas Waite of the Extreme Events team at PHE said:

Cold weather like this is part of winter – but just because we’re
used to it doesn’t mean we shouldn’t take steps to protect
ourselves from falling ill. Every winter thousands of people die
from illnesses linked to exposure to the cold when indoors and
outside – that’s why it’s so important we all look out for each
other.

During this Christmas period many people will be out and about
more, so it’s important to make sure you’re prepared when leaving



the home. Also, there will be a number of people who will have been
on their own all this time. If you can, check on family, friends
and neighbours who are older, have young children or who have heart
and lung conditions. All these groups are particularly vulnerable
to cold.

Keep a close eye on weather forecasts so you’re up-to-date with
what’s happening in your area, keep homes heated to at least 18°C
and remember wearing several thin layers can be more effective than
fewer thicker ones.

Steve Willington, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office said:

A band of rain, sleet and snow will slowly clear east during
Wednesday, with sunny but cold weather following. However some
wintry showers could also move into North Sea coasts. A cold,
breezy night follows with widespread frost, and a risk of ice.
Thursday will then be cold and sunny, although wintry showers are
likely to spread southeast from Northwest England into the
Midlands. This will be followed by winds easing, and a very cold,
and frosty overnight period. Milder conditions are expected to move
across all parts by Saturday morning.

6 December 2017

Weather forecasters are warning that all parts of England could experience
cold, snow and ice over the next week, prompting PHE to again warn people to
plan ahead.

The change of weather will bring cold air to all parts of England from
Thursday and is likely to affect all areas of the country over the weekend
says the Met Office. At the same time, the Flood Forecasting Centre has
reported a risk of coastal flooding impacts as high tides and strong winds
affect the whole of the east coast of England and Cumbria.

Dr Thomas Waite of the Extreme Events team at PHE said:

It is unusual that we are warning about the risks from cold and
floods at the same time, but that’s why it’s absolutely critical
that people keep up to date with the Met Office’s weather forecasts
and the Environment Agency’s flood warnings. There is lots we can
do to prepare for cold weather. We can all keep an eye out for
family, friends and neighbours who may be at risk.

Those with heart and lung conditions, younger children and older
people, are at particular risk during cold weather. Experience
shows us that every winter thousands of people are seriously
affected and even die from illnesses linked to the cold. That’s why
it’s so important that we all play a part in minimising the risks



to health this winter.

If your home or business is at risk of flooding, you can sign up
for flood warnings by phone, email or text message.

Steve Willington, Chief Meteorologist at the Met Office, said:

Cold Arctic air is expected to spread south across all parts of
England through Thursday and Friday. A brisk northerly wind will
give significant wind chill. Whilst many areas will remain dry with
sunny spells through the day, occasional snow showers are expected
giving localised accumulations and icy patches. These are possible
anywhere, although most likely in north-west and north-east
England, and east coastal areas. A band of rain moving east on
Sunday and Monday may turn to sleet or snow in Midlands, and areas
northwards, potentially producing further accumulations. This
period of cold weather is then likely to continue into next week.

27 November 2017

PHE is issuing further take-care warnings after forecasts have predicted a
prolonged cold spell for all of England.

On Friday, the Met Office issued warnings that the north was likely to see
colder weather. Today (27 November 2017), they have extended that warning for
the whole of England and said that cold conditions could last until Saturday.

Dr Thomas Waite, of PHE’s Extreme Events team, said:

As the weather is going to get colder everywhere in the coming
days, this is a really good time to check on those who may be at
risk. People with diseases such as heart and lung conditions, older
people, and young children can feel the ill-effects of cold weather
more than the rest of us.

To stay well this winter, we all need to play a part. Is there
someone you know who could be at risk when the weather gets cold?
Could you help them out by fetching shopping or prescriptions?

When the colder weather arrives there are several things we can do
to keep well: wear several thin layers instead of fewer thicker
ones, keep parts of the home you’re using heated to at least 18°C
and keep a careful eye on the weather forecasts.

Laura Paterson, Chief Operational Meteorologist for the Met Office, said:

Colder air will gradually spread south during Monday and Tuesday,
with overnight frosts becoming more widespread, along with a brisk



northerly breeze.

A period of more widespread cold temperatures is then expected from
Wednesday onward, whilst showers down the east coast are also
expected to be wintry at times with some snow and ice possible.

24 November 2017

Keep warm keep well warnings are being issued by Public Health England (PHE)
today (24 November 2017), as weather forecasts suggest the winter’s first
blast of cold weather is on its way.

Met Office forecasters have said today that by tomorrow (Saturday)
temperatures in the north east, north west and Yorkshire and the Humber will
fall below 2°C.

This first drop in temperatures has prompted PHE’s Extreme Events team to
remind people all over the country that before cold weather arrives is the
best time to prepare.

Dr Thomas Waite of PHE’s Extreme Events team said:

We’re well used to winter in this country so most people know what
to do to protect their health before and during cold spells.

But there are people who may not take precautions and who are at a
very real risk. We know that every winter thousands of people fall
ill and many die because of exposure to cold both in the home and
while outdoors.

Those most at-risk include older people, very young children and
those with conditions like heart and lung disease. That’s why every
cold season we urge people to look out for family, friends and
neighbours who may be at risk. Ask yourself if you could check on a
neighbour to see if there’s anything they need?

Paul Gundersen, Chief Operational Meteorologist at the Met Office, said:

Colder air has now reached most parts of England, with temperatures
expected to fall further by Saturday, when the cold will be
accentuated by strengthening winds. Wintry showers are also likely
in places, but any snow showers are expected to be confined largely
to higher ground. A temporary incursion of warmer air is expected
on Monday, with the colder air forecast to return by Tuesday.

Top tips to prepare for colder weather
You should:



look out for friends and family who may be vulnerable to the cold and
ensure they have access to warm food and drinks and are managing to heat
their homes adequately
try to maintain indoor temperatures to at least 18°C, particularly if
you are not mobile, have long term illness or are 65 or over
stay tuned for weather forecasts, ensure you are stocked with food and
medications in advance, have deliveries or ask a friend to help
take weather into account when planning your activity over the following
days
seek entitlements and benefits such as Winter Fuel Payments and Cold
Weather Payments, which are available to some
avoid exposing yourself to cold or icy outdoor conditions if you are at
a higher risk of cold related illness or falls.
discuss with friends and neighbours about clearing snow and ice from in
front of your house and public walkways nearby

Power and utility companies have schemes which make at-risk groups a priority
for reconnection following power cuts. Find out if you meet the criteria and
if so, sign up. Visit ofgem.gov.uk for more information.

There’s lots of useful advice on the Stay Well This Winter website.

Dr Waite added:

We know that more deaths occur every winter in the UK than in the
summer due to a wide range of causes including cold weather,
influenza and other respiratory infections. The flu vaccination is
the best protection we have against flu and it’s really important
to have it if you are eligible. If we all keep a close eye out for
each other over the coming months hopefully we’ll all be able to
stay well this winter.

News story: Treating organic-rich
water for home supply: apply for
funding

Scottish Water, supported by the Can Do Innovation Challenge Fund, has up to
£450,000 to invest in projects that explore ways of turning high-organic
surface waters into drinking water that meets regulations.
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Sustainable and safe provision of water
Scotland has more than 10,000 water supplies that serve only one home and
another 20,000 that serve populations of fewer than 50 people.

Its rivers often have high or variable levels of organic matter, and there is
no effective point-of-use water treatment on the market capable of treating
it.

Reliable point-of-use treatment systems are essential for long-term
sustainability and provision of wholesome drinking water.

Funding for the competition is under SBRI (Small Business Research
Initiative).

Find out more about SBRI and how it works.

Systems must be simple to operate and maintain
Scottish Water is seeking ideas for water treatment systems that could supply
rural, dispersed and remote island communities and also work for private
supplies.

Solutions must be easy for the general public to maintain and operate. They
must also:

meet quality standards
be affordable
recycle rain and grey water
provide a complete treatment from source to tap
be automated

Up to £150,000 is available to fund feasibility studies in a first phase. Up
to £300,000 is available to develop the most promising ideas in a second
phase.

Competition information
the competition opens on 12 February 2018, and the deadline for
registration is at midday on 18 April 2018
it is open to any organisation that can demonstrate a route to market
for its idea
we expect phase 1 contracts to be worth up to £30,000 and last up to 6
months
we expect phase 2 contracts to be worth up to £150,000 and last up to 12
months
successful projects will attract 100% funded development contracts
a briefing event will be held in Edinburgh

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sbri-the-small-business-research-initiative


Find out more about this competition and apply.

Press release: Safeguarding is a key
governance priority for all charities,
regulator reminds trustees

The Charity Commission says safeguarding should be a priority for all
charities, not just those working with groups traditionally considered at
risk.

It comes as the charity regulator publishes a report showing safeguarding
concerns are an increasing feature in its regulatory compliance case work
with charities.

Tackling abuse and mismanagement, the regulator’s annual report of its
compliance case work, reveals that safeguarding concerns featured in 302
regulatory compliance cases opened in 2016-17, up from 163 in the previous
year. Disclosures with other agencies that have safeguarding responsibilities
have increased by 30%, at 244 (up from 187 in 2015-16). Six statutory
inquiries, the regulator’s most serious type of engagement with charities,
featured safeguarding concerns.

Over half of serious incidents reported by the charities to their regulator
related to safeguarding concerns (1,203 of 2,182).

The Commission recently updated its strategy on safeguarding in charities,
which reminded trustees that they should proactively safeguard and promote
the welfare of their charity’s beneficiaries and take reasonable steps to
ensure that their beneficiaries or others who come into contact with their
charity do not, as a result, come to harm.

Michelle Russell, Director of Investigations, Monitoring and
Enforcement, said:

We know that it is vital that trustees set a culture within their
charity that prioritises safeguarding, so that the risk of
safeguarding incidents is minimised, and so that it is safe for
those affected to come forward and report incidents and concerns
with the assurance they will be handled sensitively and properly.
As our safeguarding strategy makes clear, everybody has the right
to be safe, no matter who they are or what their circumstances are,
and the public rightly expects charities to be safe and trusted
places.
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Our wider compliance case work shows that problems in charities
often result from basic failures by trustees to understand and
fulfil their legal duties. In the area of safeguarding, this can
include failing to recognise that your beneficiaries may be at risk
or vulnerable in certain situations, or not taking proper steps to
protect others who come into contact with your charity, such as
staff members and volunteers.

I hope this report serves as a tool that enables trustees in
managing their charities effectively.

Last month, the Commission issued an alert to charities reminding them of the
importance of safeguarding, following a number of reports of serious
incidents, and growing public interest in and concerns about accusations of
harassment in the work place, including media reporting about some
safeguarding incidents which have affected charities.

Tackling abuse and mismanagement also shows that in 2016-17 the Commission
opened:

1,664 new regulatory compliance cases (2015-16: 1,804)
503 new monitoring cases (2015-16: 424)
187 new statutory inquiries* (2015-16: 53)
2,182 serious incidents (2015-16: 2,117)

*the increase in statutory inquiries relates in part to a class inquiry
involving 74 connected charities which opened during the year; in addition,
more charities became part of the double defaulters class inquiry.

The regulator also used its powers on 1,099 occasions; 13 of these were
powers granted through the 2016 Charities Act. By the end of December 2017,
the Commission had used these new powers on 80 occasions.

The Commission has today also published an updated regulatory and risk
framework; the updated document explains the Commission’s approach to risk-
led regulation and sets out how it prioritises both reactive and its
proactive engagement with charities, including the development of policy and
guidance aimed at enabling charity trustees to run their charity effectively.

The framework is designed as a guide for the Commission’s staff and as a
reference tool and guide for those involved in charities, notably trustees,
staff and professional advisers.

Press office

Email
pressenquiries@charitycommission.gsi.gov.uk
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0300 065 2123

Press enquiries – out of hours
07785 748787

Notes to editors

The Commission is not responsible for dealing with incidents of actual1.
abuse and does not administer safeguarding legislation. It cannot
prosecute or bring criminal proceedings, but it can and does refer any
concerns we have to the police, local authorities, the Disclosure and
Barring Service (‘DBS’), and other agencies each of which has a
particular statutory function.

Correspondence: Harnessing technology
to meet increasing care needs

Advice to the Prime Minister on how to improve the use of technology in
social care, and the Prime Minister’s response.
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