Press release: Appeal your tax bill
online

The initiative means people no longer have to print out, manually fill in and
post their forms. It is also drastically cutting the number of applications
being returned, as incomplete or inaccurate forms can be amended over the
phone with the help of HMCTS staff.

Over 2,000 taxpayers have already benefitted from the quicker, streamlined
system, with on average a quarter of appeals made online since the scheme was
introduced.

The move is part of the Government’s £1 billion investment to digitise the
court service, making it quicker, simpler, and easier to access for everyone.

Justice Minister Lucy Frazer said:

We are spending £1billion on transforming the justice system so it
is fit for the digital age.

Allowing people to submit their tax appeals online is just one
example of how we are making the system quicker, smarter, and much
more user-friendly.

Online appeals are submitted to the tax tribunal service so that the case can
be considered by a judge and, if necessary, proceed to a hearing.

The simplified forms spell out exactly what steps applicants must have
already taken, preventing people from wasting time submitting applications
which are then returned.

The online tax system continues to develop and in the early stages of 2018
will be extended to cater for an increased range of business.

Other examples of the government’s court reforms which are making access to
justice easier for everyone include:

e Launching the first divorce application services online at four sites —
making the process easier to understand for divorce applicants and
helping to progress applications.

e A new paperless system, in operation at Lavender Hill Magistrates’
Court, which means thousands of offenders caught dodging fares or using
fraudulent tickets can now be punished more swiftly and effectively.

e The increased use of video links — meaning more vulnerable victims can
give evidence away from the courtroom and without having to meet their
attacker face to face.
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Press release: Foreign Secretary
welcomes new UN Special Envoy for
Yemen

I welcome the appointment of Martin Griffiths to the role of UN
Special Envoy for Yemen. Mr Griffiths brings a wealth of experience
from several high profile UN positions in the region, and is a
leading expert on international mediation and conflict resolution.

I would like to thank Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed for his dedication
in the role of UN Special Envoy since April 2015, working to
facilitate a credible peace process in Yemen.

The UK is at the forefront of international efforts to help bring
to Yemen the peace, stability and security that all Yemenis
deserve. This can only be reached through an inclusive political
settlement. Mr Griffiths and his team will be central to achieving
progress and I call upon all parties to engage with the UN process
in good faith.

Notes to editors:
The UK strongly supports the work of the UN in Yemen. We support the efforts
to reboot a UN peace process as a matter of urgency. By the end of the

financial year 2017/18, we will have provided £1.68 million to the UN Special
Envoy’s office to bolster the UN’'s capacity to facilitate the peace process.

Media enquiries
For journalists

Email
newsdesk@fco.gov.uk

Newsdesk
020 7008 3100

Further information

e Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook
e Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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Government response: Update on
disposal of dredged material at Sprey
Point, Devon

The MMO granted a marine licence to Exmouth Marina in August 2017 for
maintenance dredging of Exmouth Marina and disposal of materials at the Sprey
Point disposal site. The dredging is due to take place in February 2018.

Information about the marine activities and licence documents are available
online via the MMO’'s public register (case reference MLA/2016/00372). The MMO
is in the process of updating this with additional information requested by
local residents.

Consultation on licence application

A public consultation on the application was held in November 2016. As part
of this process views were also sought from the local planning and harbour
authority which covers the marina, and the MMO’s primary advisors including
Natural England, the Environment Agency, the Crown Estate and the Centre for
Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science. Trinity House were also
consulted on navigational issues.

We resolved issues raised as part of the consultation process.

The public consultation process for marine licence applications is explained
in further detail on the MMO’s blog.

Managing adverse impact on the marine area

The MMO is aware of the local concern about the potential impact on the
marine environment after a pollution incident occurred following previous
disposal activity in 2012, although there is no evidence which directly links
the two events. Following full consideration of all information, including
the responses from our primary and scientific advisors, we have applied
additional licence conditions, in particular regarding tide working and
seasonality to mitigate the risk of any material being washed ashore and
impacting on bathing water quality.

Potential contamination arising as a result of the disposal activity was also
addressed as part of the application process. The assessment, which was
carried out in line with the OSPAR Guidelines, has shown that the material is
suitable for disposal at sea.

The MMO's coastal office will monitor and inspect the activity as appropriate
to ensure that the licence conditions are adhered to and will work with other
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relevant agencies to look at any further concerns.

Disposal sites

It is up to applicants to nominate the disposal site as part of their marine
licence application. The MMO then makes a decision based on the suitability
of the material.

Where a marine licensable process involves any waste management activity then
the provisions of the Waste Hierarchy of the Waste Framework Directive (WaFD)
(Directive 2008/98/EC) directive have to be considered. Applicants are
required to submit evidence that they have considered alternatives to
disposal under all aspects of the Waster Hierarchy (Reduce, Re-use, Recycle,
Recovery, and Disposal). However the MMO accepts that in some cases disposal
at sea is appropriate.

Press release: PM Statement on the
election of the new President of South
Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa

The Prime Minister said:

My warm congratulations to President Ramaphosa on his election by
Parliament today.

The United Kingdom greatly values its dynamic and forward-looking
partnership with South Africa, underpinned by the strong people-to-
people and business ties between our countries. I look forward to
working closely with President Ramaphosa to help build a healthier,
more secure and prosperous future for both our countries.

I very much hope to see the President at the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in London in April.
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millions of pounds in automatic
refunds for vehicle tax

When you tell DVLA that you’ve sold your car, you’'re eligible for a refund of
vehicle tax for any unused months.

While the quickest and simplest way to tell DVLA that a vehicle has been sold
is online, the latest figures from DVLA show that more than 60% do not use
the service. This means they will be waiting longer for their refund.

The online service only takes a few minutes to complete, the seller will get
confirmation instantly that they are no longer the vehicle keeper and the
refund will arrive within 3 to 5 working days. Further information is
available in the following video.

Tell DVLA about a sale of a vehicle online.

DVLA Vehicles Service Manager Rohan Gye said:

While some of our digital services have over 90% take-up there are
still millions of motorists who tell us they’ve sold their vehicle
by post. This means that they will have to wait longer for their
automatic refund of any unused tax. My advice is the next time you
sell your car — tell us online.

Motorists can also go online to put a personalised registration on a vehicle
or to take one off — this service is proving popular with the majority (more
than 85%) choosing the online route rather than posting paperwork to DVLA.

Notes to editors

The online service is available on GOV.UK seven days a week from 7am to 7pm.

Since it was launched the service has been used over 12 million times.
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