
News story: Foreign Secretary call
with U.S. counterpart on Syria: 9
April 2018

An Foreign Office spokesperson said:

The Foreign Secretary spoke to Acting US Secretary of State John
Sullivan this afternoon about Saturday’s devastating attack in
Douma, Syria. This follows his conversation with French Foreign
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian this morning.

The Foreign Secretary and Acting Secretary of State agreed that,
based on current media reports and from those on the ground, this
attack bore hallmarks of previous chemical weapons attacks by the
Asad regime. They reiterated their commitment to standing up for
the Chemical Weapons Convention and to ensuring that those
responsible for this horrific attack are held to account. They
underlined the importance of the UK, the US, and France remaining
in close touch.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter @BorisJohnson and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

Media enquiries

For journalists
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newsdesk@fco.gov.uk
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News story: London seminar: Complex
commissioning for complex needs

17 May, 2018

featuring

Laura Furness │ Head of Funding│ Big Lottery Fund
Ian Treasure │ Partnership Manager │ Blackpool Fulfilling Lives
Nicola Plumb │ Blackpool Fulfilling Lives Lived Experience Team
James Skelly │ Expert by Experience │ Blackpool Fulfilling Lives

Please see the attached flyer for details and how to book

Complex commissioning for complex needs (seminar
flyer)
PDF, 304KB, 1 page

This file may not be suitable for users of
assistive technology.
Request an accessible format.
If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a
version of this document in a more accessible format, please email
academy@noms.gsi.gov.uk.
Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what
assistive technology you use.

News story: The Chancellor for the
Duchy of Lancaster to visit China in a
‘Golden Era’ for the two countries

David Lidington, the Chancellor for the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for
the Cabinet Office, will make a three-day visit to China this week, building
on the announcement of a new chapter in the ‘Golden Era’ between the UK and
China during the Prime Minister’s visit earlier this year.
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Mr Lidington will lead the UK’s 10th UK-China Senior Leadership Forum to the
country. The Leadership Forum is a unique partnership that brings together
British Parliamentarians and senior members of the Communist Party of China
for frank discussions, debates and collaboration.

The theme of the 10th Leadership Forum this year is ‘Partners for Progress:
Strengthening the UK-China relationship in the Golden Era’ and will focus on
practical cooperation between the UK and China in light of Brexit. Other
prominent figures who are members of the Forum are former Cabinet Office
Minister Oliver Letwin, Lord Mandelson and Lord Sassoon.

The Chancellor for the Duchy of Lancaster will give the keynote speech at the
Forum’s meeting in the International Department of the Communist Party of
China. He is expected to discuss the importance of the relationship between
Britain and China and opportunities for further cooperation on trade and
other issues that will arise following Brexit. He will also give a speech
about Brexit to Chevening alumni which will include members of the Chinese
Government.

This will be the first Ministerial visit since the PM visited in January and
comes at an important juncture in Chinese politics – straight after the
National People’s Congress and at the start of Xi Jinping’s second
Presidential term.

Mr Lidington will be meeting a number of officials from the Chinese
Government, including the newly appointed Vice President, Wang Qishan. He
will be the first British politician to meet Vice President Wang, who
previously served as President Xi’s anti-corruption tsar.

Speaking ahead of the visit, David Lidington, the Chancellor for the Duchy of
Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office, said,

I am delighted to be returning to China at a moment of renewed
strength between our two countries. Our relationship with China is,
and will remain, a clear priority for the UK Government.

As the UK prepares to leave the European Union, I am confident that
we can deliver on our bold vision for a Britain outside the EU that
remains open for business and is the same outward-looking, globally
minded country that we always have been.

That is why I believe we are now entering a new chapter in the
‘Golden Era’ of UK-China relations, in which co-operation between
us is stronger than ever before, and in which we can tackle mutual
threats together, and take advantage of the exciting new
opportunities that await us both.



News story: Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle meet Invictus Games UK Team
hopefuls

His Royal Highness Prince Harry and Ms Meghan Markle met Invictus Games
hopefuls today at the University of Bath Sports Training Village, ahead of
the fourth Invictus Games being held down under in Sydney, Australia this
October.

The Invictus Games, which have previously been held in London, Orlando and
Toronto, set out to harness the power of sport to inspire recovery, support
rehabilitation and generate a wider understanding and respect for our
wounded, injured and sick servicemen and women.

Defence Minister, Tobias Ellwood, also met 2018 hopefuls today to see how
they are using sport as part of their recovery journey.

Across the weekend, 5 – 8 April, hopefuls who have suffered a life-changing
injury or illness will trial in nine different sports including Athletics,
Archery, Wheelchair Basketball, Road Cycling, Powerlifting, Indoor Rowing,
Wheelchair Rugby, Swimming and Sitting Volleyball. Last week (28-29 March),
hopefuls also trialled in a new sport for the 2018 games; Sailing.

More hopefuls than ever before (451) have applied to take part in the 2018
Invictus Games and all hope to be selected as part of the 72-strong UK team
that will head to Sydney. The UK team will be selected based on the benefit
the Invictus Games will give an individual as part of their recovery,
combined with performance and commitment to training.

The UK delegation to the 2018 Invictus Games is once again being delivered by
a partnership comprising the Ministry of Defence, Help for Heroes and The
Royal British Legion.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

I wish all our serving troops and veterans taking part in this
year’s trials the best of luck. The Invictus Games demonstrate the
positive impact of sport in the recovery process, and provide
inspiration and opportunity to those that have suffered life
changing injuries and illnesses whilst serving their country and
keeping Britain safe.

The MOD is a partner in the Defence Recovery Capability, a programme which
helps wounded, injured and sick Service personnel either return to duty from
injury or provides a mechanism to help them back into civilian life – link. A
key activity of the Defence Recovery Capability is the Battle Back programme,
an MOD initiative that delivers an adaptive sport and adventurous training
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programme.

The Invictus Games Sydney 2018 will take place from 20 – 27 October.

News story: Appointment of Edward
Timpson CBE as new CAFCASS Chair

Edward Timpson CBE has been appointed as the Chair of the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (CAFCASS) from 9 April 2018 to 8 April
2021

Edward was MP for Crewe and Nantwich between 2008 and 2017. Before entering
Parliament Edward spent 10 years working as a Family Law Barrister
specialising in children’s cases. Growing up, his family fostered 90 children
over 30 years and he has 2 adopted brothers.

He was Minister of State for Children and Families from May 2015 to July 2016
and Minister of State for Vulnerable Children and Families at the Department
for Education from July 2016 to June 2017.

CAFCASS was created under the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000.
The body safeguards and promotes the welfare of children involved in family
court proceedings

This appointment has been conducted in accordance with the Commissioner for
Public Appointments’ Governance Code on Public Appointments.
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