
Speech: Pursuing peace and stability
in the Great Lakes region

Thank you very much indeed Mr President.

I wanted to take the floor because we are at an important point in this
region, but I also wanted to welcome the SRSG back to the Council, and
through him, to thank the UN mission for everything they are doing. It is
also extremely helpful to have the update from the Ambassador of Congo.

I would like to start by saying to my good friend, the Ambassador of
Equatorial Guinea, that it isn’t a modest contribution that his country
makes, it is much more than that.

Mr President, its been five years since the Peace, Security and Cooperation
Framework was signed. It has proved to be a crucial framework for pursuing
peace and stability in the Great Lakes region. But as the SRSG and the
Ambassador from Congo have spelt out the DRC has always been at the centre of
the framework. The situation in the DRC, the nerve centre, effects the
stability of the region. As this Council has discussed in recent days, we are
now at a critical juncture. What happens in the DRC over the next few months
could be a defining moment in greater regional stability. We have a choice,
Mr President, between seeing the situation improve or being overturned.

The United Kingdom, for our part, remains committed to supporting the
implementation of the PSCF and we support free, fair and credible elections
in DRC in December. We welcome the progress that has been made in the five
years since the signing of the framework and I’d like to highlight the
increase in the participation of women and a commitment to greater regional
and international cooperation in the course of advancing peace and security.

That said Mr President, we are concerned that implementation of key elements
has not made progress and this includes the repatriation of foreign
combatants. As the Ambassador from Congo highlighted, we welcome efforts to
reinvigorate the framework and urge all signatories to implement the
framework in full, and we are very supportive of what the SRSG had to say on
judicial issues. We are also concerned by the continued proliferation of
violence in DRC, particularly in North and South Kivu, Tanganyika, Ituri and
the Kasais. The results of this instability has indeed been devastating. 4.5
million Congolese have fled their homes and communities. There are more
internally displaced people in DRC than anywhere else in Africa. And over
13.1 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance and protection. So
we support the other calls in the Council, Mr President, for regional players
to come together in the interest of stability in the coming months. And I
would like to endorse what the French Ambassador said about the importance of
that regional cooperation.

Mr President, I’d like to conclude by talking about elections. Credible and
constitutional elections are the only way to end the political crisis and
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achieve stability in DRC and we urge the signatories of the framework to
ensure that peaceful and credible elections can take place in December 2018.
This means that the electoral calendar needs to be respected and key
milestones must be met and the confidence building measures of the 2016
December Agreement need to be implemented in full. This critically includes
the freeing of political prisoners and the opening of political space and
peaceful demonstrations. It is a region Mr President that is in all our
interest and the United Kingdom pledges to work together with partners to
achieve progress.

I have some other remarks, Mr President, on some other aspects of the region
and framework but I will save those for consultations.

Thank you.

Press release: Free tyre checks at
fire charity car wash

In a national project being trialled in the North West, Highways England is
working with fire and rescue services to offer free tyre safety checks and
advice alongside a long-running programme of fire station charity car washes.
As part of the pilot project, Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service, Lancashire
Fire and Rescue Service and The Fire Fighters Charity have allowed Highways
England traffic officers and other staff to run the tyre checking service at
several car wash events – with the latest at Lancashire’s Fulwood fire
station on Saturday (14 April).

Highways England is working to reduce the number of people killed or
seriously injured on England’s motorways and major A roads by 40 percent by
2020 and says focusing on tyre safety will make an important contribution.
The tie-up with firefighters and the established charity car wash events is
seen as a friendly and informal way of reaching drivers to spread the tyre
safety message.
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Highways England traffic officer Neil Waring, from Knutsford outstation,
checking car tyres at one of Cheshire’s charity car wash events last month

Stuart Lovatt, Highways England’s Road Safety Lead, said:

Highways England and fire and rescue services have a mutual
interest in reducing the number of incidents caused by poorly-
inflated or damaged tyres which could be picked up by simple and
regular checks. The Fire Fighters Charity’s National Car Wash
programme is now huge – involving some 20,000 vehicles across more
than 600 events annually. We think it’s a great way of reaching out
to potentially thousands of drivers to check their tyres for free
and give them safety advice while they wait for their cars to be
washed.

The feedback from the first 2 events we’ve run at Frodsham and
Ellesmere Port fire stations last month has been really positive
and after Saturday’s visit to Fulwood we’ll be assessing whether we
can extend the idea right across the country.

Firefighters are among the emergency service workers called out to tyre-
related incidents on the motorway and major A road network while Highways
England traffic officers and colleagues have to manage the congestion caused
by breakdowns, punctures and road traffic collisions. Statistics show:

there were 80,000 tyre incidents on England’s network of motorways and
major A roads between 2013 and 2015



Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service was called out to over 4,500 vehicle
incidents between 2015 and 2017
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service was called out to 2,866 vehicle
incidents over the same period
27% of vehicles have at least one illegal tyre (Tyresafe 2016)
40% of road traffic accidents caused by vehicle defects are tyre related
(DfT 2015)

Hi-tech scanners are being used to carry out the free tread and pressure
checks

Tony Crook, an Area Manager at Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service, said:

We attend over a thousand road traffic collisions each year and
some of these could have been prevented if the vehicles involved
were fitted with legal tyres.

Our firefighters see first-hand the dangers of driving poorly-
maintained vehicles and we hope that this new partnership with
Highways England will result in preventing crashes and even saving
lives.

Watch Manager Andy Gray, a Road Safety Officer at Cheshire Fire and Rescue
Service, said:

Tyre treads are designed to give good grip on wet roads. As the



tread wears down the tyre loses the ability of good grip. It is
essential that people regularly check their tyres. Many tyres only
get checked at their yearly MOT inspection and then subsequently
fail, resulting in a vehicle that could well have been driving with
unsafe tyres for some time.

This partnership not only benefits people immediately with the tyre
checks but crews will show and educate them on how to check their
tyres in the future. The Fire Fighters Charity also benefits from
the public’s kind donations from the car wash events. These are
positive events where you can meet multiple partners who want to
engage with you and help keep you safe on the roads.

Drivers attending Saturday’s car wash event can get a free hi-tech check of
their tyres from 3D tyre tread checking scanners linked to an app on a smart
device. The scanners allow a quick and easy way to check tyre tread levels
and provide instant feedback and advice to motorists, via a print out.

More information about the Fire Fighters Charity can be found on their
website.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

News story: Changes to the assessment
economic link conditions

All UK fishing licences contain a condition that requires vessels to
demonstrate a genuine economic link with the UK. The economic link condition
applies to landings of quota species and is assessed on a yearly basis.

From 1 May 2018 we will be changing the current assessment period of 1 April
to 31 March to 01 January to 31 December (the ‘calendar year’). This is to
bring the assessment period in line with the yearly monitoring of quota
uptake and to help those vessel owners who are required to comply with this
condition to manage their quota for the year.

This change will also ensure that the English inshore fleet will benefit
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earlier in the year from quota donations made in fulfillment of the economic
link condition. This gives the English fleet a greater opportunity to use the
quota in what can be seasonal fisheries.

The way in which vessel owners must demonstrate an economic link with the UK
will not be changed and are listed below by:

landing over 50% by weight of their catch (which are subject to EU
quotas) into UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man ports.
demonstrating that at least 50% of the total crew man days at sea were
accounted for by crew normally resident in UK coastal areas.
providing proof that routine expenditure in the UK on goods and services
for the vessel was equal to either: i) 50% of the value of quota stocks
landed net of crew wages, or ii) 50% of the vessel’s total operating
expenditure for the year, net of crew wages.
donating quota to the English under-10m fleet equivalent to a value
representing 10% of the value of catch landed overseas.
any combination of the above methods agreed by the MMO.

The change to the assessment period is not expected to affect the ability of
vessel owners to comply with the economic link condition.

Press release: Call for Project
Proposals – Rwanda

Updated: Needed to give a proper reference to the attachments

The British High Commission (BHC) in Kigali is now accepting project
proposals for the 2018/2019 financial year (April 2018-March 2019).

This year the BHC is seeking to support projects in Rwanda that focus on the
following themes:
• Human Rights – Implementation of the accepted 2015 UPR recommendations and
strengthening human rights in Rwanda
• Justice – Strengthening the capacity of the criminal justice system,
enabling improved access to justice and protection of rights for all citizens

We are particularly interested in project proposals aiming towards the
following outcomes:
1. Measurable progress towards full implementation of the UPRs in Rwanda
2. Strengthening human rights in Rwanda via innovative activities to improve
relationships and cooperation between all stakeholders (civil society
organisations, the general public, relevant institutions and the Government
of Rwanda)
3. Measurable increase awareness of, and access to judicial services,
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particularly for citizens in rural areas

Bid Guidance:
• Projects are funded for a single financial year running from 1st April 2018
to 31st March 2019, with no expectation of continued funding beyond this
period.
• Minimum budget limit: £15,000
• Maximum budget limit: £55,000

Assessment:
Bids will be assessed against the following criteria:
• Alignment with the above mentioned thematic priorities and outcomes
• Outcomes are achievable within the funding period
• Project design includes clear monitoring and evaluation procedures
• Sustainability demonstrating the project benefits continue after the
funding ends
• Risk and financial accountability procedures
• The organisation’s safeguarding policies that ensure protection of
beneficiaries
• Overall value for money

Process:
1. Project proposals must be received by midnight on Friday 27th April. Late
proposals will not be considered.
2. Proposals must be submitted using the attached form only.
3. Proposals must be submitted to BHC.Kigali@fco.gov.uk
4. Successful project proposals will be notified on Wednesday 9th May. Only
those selected for further consideration will be notified.
5. The BHC aim to sign grant agreements with successful project implementers
by 16th May

[Proposal Form for £10k to £80k:1]

[Project Form Guidance:2]

Contacts:

Robert Kamuratsi, Programme and Communications Officer,
Robert.Kamuratsi@fco.gov.uk

Alternative contact:

Christopher Finucane, Head of Political Section,
Christopher.Finucane@fco.gov.uk



Speech: Building a global Britain

Introduction

Thank you for that kind introduction.

I am delighted to be with you here this afternoon during what is my third
official visit to China.

I first visited this unique country back in 2008 when I attended the second
UK-China Senior Leadership Forum, which we jointly hold with the Communist
Party of China.

And it is for similar reasons that I return today, ten years later, leading a
delegation of UK Parliamentarians to what is the tenth such forum, which I
spoke at earlier this morning.

Now it is fair to say the relationship between China and the UK during this
time has grown significantly.

President Xi Jinping came to the UK on a State Visit in 2015, launching the
new ‘Golden Era’ between our two countries.

At the start of this year, Prime Minister Theresa May visited China to renew,
strengthen and intensify our relations.

And I am pleased to return today at what is a truly crucial moment in our
relationship.

For as we make preparations for our departure from the European Union, the UK
Government is determined to realise our bold vision for a global Britain that
will follow – an outward-looking, welcoming, free-trading country providing
leadership on the world stage.

And there is no more fitting audience to discuss Britain’s changing role in
the world than a group of Chevening scholars – those leaders, influencers,
and decision-makers from all over the world who have experienced British
culture, and are committed to building lasting positive relationships with
the UK.

You represent the very essence of global Britain – and remind us why
delivering that vision is so important to our future prosperity and success
as we forge a new role for ourselves outside the EU.

And that is what I would like to talk to you about today: the reasons the UK
voted the way we did, how negotiations are progressing, and above all, how we
want to emerge on the other side – the sort of country that we wish to build.

The vote to leave the EU

There were many different reasons why people voted to leave the European
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Union in 2016.

As some of you here will know, I voted and campaigned hard to remain in the
EU – as did many people in the UK.

But reflecting on that campaign, I think that above all else, people in the
UK sought to regain a feeling of control – not just control over our laws,
but over our lives too, and the decisions that affect our daily lives.

So the British electorate made a choice: they chose the power of domestic
democratic control over pooling that control – meaning those decisions being
made in Britain by people directly accountable to British citizens.

They chose to strengthen the role of the UK Parliament and the devolved
Scottish Parliament and Welsh and Northern Ireland Assemblies, ensuring that
more powers go to the devolved governments than ever before.

They chose for Britain to become an independent trading nation once again –
free to sign its own trade deals with partners, friends and allies around the
world.

And above all, as the Prime Minister made clear in her speech on the steps of
Downing Street, the vote was a choice for wider change – to make Britain a
country that works not for a privileged few, but for every one of us.

This does not mean we are no longer a proud member of the family of European
nations. As the Prime Minister has made clear, we may be leaving the European
Union, but we are not leaving Europe. I am confident that the powerful
cultural and social ties which bind us together will endure long into the
future.

Nor does it mean that we do not wish the EU to succeed: the future prosperity
of the EU is profoundly in our national interest and that of the wider world,
which is why we are optimistic of a broad and comprehensive trade deal that
is in all of our interests.

And crucially, our vote to leave the EU does not mean that we are retreating
from the global stage. As Prime Minister May said to President Xi during her
visit in January, we are seizing this opportunity to become an ever-more
outward-looking, global Britain…

…a Britain that is free to strike our own comprehensive trade deals with
nations around the world, including, of course, China…

…while continuing to work together with our international partners to tackle
head on the global challenges we will face.

This is what the British people voted for, and that is what the UK Government
is committed to delivering.

Guiding principles of the negotiations

It might be useful therefore if I explain the terms of the agreement that we



are seeking for our future relationship with the EU, as set out by the Prime
Minister in her Mansion House speech in March this year.

First, the agreement we reach with the EU must respect the result of the
referendum. It was a vote not just to take control of our borders, laws and
money, but a vote for wider change, so that no community in Britain would
ever be left behind again.

Second, the new agreement we reach with the EU must endure. After Brexit both
the UK and the EU want to forge ahead with building a better future for our
people, and not find ourselves back at the negotiating table because things
have broken down.

Third, it must protect people’s jobs and security. People in the UK voted for
a new and different relationship with Europe, but while the means may change,
our shared goals have not – to work together to grow our economies and keep
our people safe.

Fourth, it must be consistent with the kind of country we want to be, a
modern, open, outward-looking, tolerant, European democracy. A nation of
pioneers, innovators, explorers and creators. A country that celebrates our
history and diversity, confident of our place in the world; that meets its
obligations to our near neighbours and friends and partners further away. A
country that is proud to stand up for its values.

And fifth, in doing all of these things, the agreement should strengthen our
union of nations, England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales; as well as
our union of people.

Our future partnership

So these are the five tests for the deal that we will negotiate

implementing the decision of the British people
reaching an enduring solution
protecting our security and prosperity
delivering an outcome that is consistent with the kind of country we
want to be
bringing our country together, strengthening the precious union of all
our people

In terms of the economic partnership we are seeking, we are clear that as the
UK is leaving the European Union, we will no longer be members of its single
market or its customs union.

But what we are seeking is the broadest and deepest possible agreement that
covers more sectors and co-operates more fully than any other Free Trade
Agreement.

We want an economic partnership that delivers the maximum possible benefits
for both the UK and EU economies, while respecting the integrity of each
other’s institutions and autonomy.



I believe this is achievable because it is in the EU’s interests as well as
ours. While the EU is the UK’s biggest market, the UK is also a big market
for the EU, so I am confident we can reach an agreement.

And in terms of our future security partnership, we have been clear that our
commitment to the defence of Europe is unconditional and immoveable. As we
have seen recently with events in Syria, Russia and elsewhere, the threats we
face do not recognise the borders of individual nations or discriminate
between them.

And our security interests do not stop at the edge of our continent.

The UK is investing in critical capabilities including

our nuclear deterrent
our two new aircraft carriers
our world class special forces and intelligence agencies

We are a leading contributor to international missions around the world and
we bring to the table influence and impact that comes from our full range of
global relationships.

And so am I confident we can reach an agreement.

Status of negotiations

So while the negotiations have covered many complex issues, we are making
good progress.

The UK and the EU recently reached an agreement on the terms of a time-
limited implementation period from next year, providing certainty for both
businesses and citizens.

The UK will no longer be a Member State of the European Union, but market
access will continue on current terms. Common rules will remain in place
until the end of the period, meaning businesses will be able to trade on the
same terms until the end of 2020.

This is a decisive step forward that not only provides stability in the short
term, but represents the beginning of life outside the European Union –
serving as a platform on which we build our future relationship not just with
the EU, but with other countries too.

For we are absolutely clear that in leaving the European Union, the UK will
not retreat from the global stage.

Far from it, as a country united at home, we will be stronger abroad, and
that means continuing to engage closely with our key partners around the
world.

That is why we are clear that China will remain an increasingly important
partner to the UK.



During the implementation period, we will be free to negotiate, ratify and
sign trade deals with new partners, such as China, while continuing to
benefit from the EU’s existing agreements.

This will benefit not just the many businesses in England, Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland looking for new growth markets, but Chinese firms too –
boosting the prosperity of us all.

And so we hope this agreement on the implementation period will be an
important step towards finalising the full Withdrawal Agreement by October
this year.

It is in this spirit that negotiations continue with a positive, upbeat
vision for life outside the EU that maximises the opportunities available,
not just to the whole of the United Kingdom, but to our global partners too.

Global Britain

But if we are to deliver that vision – a global Britain that, standing united
at home, not only tackles future challenges head on, but also confidently
seizes new opportunities – countries such as China will play a critical role.

As the Prime Minister made clear during her visit, we are seizing the
opportunity to become an ever-more outward-looking country, deepening our
trade relations with nations around the world, including China.

And we begin from strong foundations. The UK is the sixth largest economy in
the world; we are permanent members of the United Nations Security Council;
the biggest European defence spender in NATO, with significant military
capabilities and a proven readiness to deploy them in defence of our
interests; home to world leading universities that attract the best talent
from around the globe; top class research and cutting-edge innovation in
every field which is the envy of the world; and thanks to institutions like
the BBC and the NHS, the greatest soft power of any nation on the planet.

Our relationship with China is already broad and deep, delivering real
benefits for both countries – but it can go further still.

For instance, there are huge trade opportunities in China that we want to
help businesses from all four parts of the UK take advantage of.

Total trade in goods and services between the UK and China in 2017 was £67
billion – a 13.8 per cent increase from 2016; UK exports to China have grown
by 68 per cent since 2010; UK firms are leaders in China’s markets in
financial services; and China is expected to be one of the UK’s largest
foreign investors by 2020.

We warmly welcome Premier Li Keqiang’s announcements last month that China is
continuing to “open the door” to foreign trade and investment. We look
forward to continuing to work with the Chinese government to make progress on
market access and remove barriers to trade, in order to realise our joint
ambition of an open global economy that works for all.



We are also working together with China to confront global and regional
security challenges, such as keeping up the pressure of sanctions on North
Korea and co-signing the 2016 Paris agreement to tackle climate change.
Indeed, there is much more we can do together in the future to combat threats
such as modern slavery and human trafficking, serious organised crime, and
the trade in illegal wildlife products.

And as we cement our partnership, we must maintain and enhance those vital
cultural links which underpin relations between us. It is worth remembering
that there are more than 150,000 Chinese students studying in UK
universities, as well as thousands of UK students here in China as well –
many of whom are choosing to learn Mandarin.

During the PM’s visit we also launched Global Partners 2020, a new programme
to establish links between future leaders in the UK and China. Indeed, it is
by building such links, and by working with groups such as Chevening alumni,
that we can enhance and expand these links well into the future…

…and in doing so, carry on down that path towards the future of a global
Britain that is China’s strong partner on the world stage…

…and as the Prime Minister made clear during her visit in January, write the
new chapter of the ‘Golden Era’ together.

Conclusion

For our relationship with China is, and will remain, a clear priority for the
UK Government.

We are fully committed to our Global Comprehensive Strategic Partnership for
the twenty-first century, addressing rising global challenges; building
thriving economies of the future; and enhancing further the already strong
links between our people and our businesses.

I am confident therefore that we can deliver on this bold vision for a
Britain outside the EU that remains open for business and is the same
outward-looking, globally minded country that we always have been.

If we are to succeed in doing so however, it will be in large part down to
the hard work and efforts of many of you gathered in this room.

You provide the cultural and social bedrock which underpins bilateral
relations between our two countries – and I have seen during my visit how the
UK and China remain deeply committed to our comprehensive agenda for
bilateral cooperation.

In short, you are pivotal to the success that global Britain can, and in my
view will, become.

That is why I am confident that the ‘Golden Era’ will go from strength to
strength as we head into the future together.

Thank you very much.


